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THE AUTHOR'S FOREWORD

DURING the Parousia the Lord gave us a series of six
volumes under the general title, Studies in the Scriptures.
Its author had expected to complete the series with a
seventh volume, but passed beyond the vail before writing
it. After his death two others wrote a volume that they
intended to take the place of the one originally planned; and
it was published as the seventh volume of the series; but, to
say the least, it had quite a different spirit from that of the
six volumes mentioned above, and was published
fraudulently as this author's posthumous work. Now in the
Epiphany another series of books of at least ten volumes is
projected, and since these books are devoted to Scripture
study, to differentiate them from the first-named series, it is
proposed to publish them under the general title, EPIPHANY
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES. This volume is the first of
the second series. The author does not believe that this
series is worthy of a place of equality, much less of rivalry,
with the six volumes of the first series. Neither does the
Bible give them such a rank, nor will the future ever assign
them such a rank; for, generally speaking, their subjects
and contents will be found inferior to those of the former
series, since the Parousia message, centering specifically in
the Christ class, is on a higher plane than the Epiphany
message, which centers specifically in the Great Company
and the Youthful Worthies. Accordingly, the selection of a
serial name for these volumes mainly like that of the former
series is not intended to mean either an equality or a rivalry
between the two. They will be found, broadly speaking, to
be related to each other in the sense that the first series is
made to furnish a foundation for the second; for the author
of the second owes an incalculable debt to the author of the
first series, as his teacher, whose views are the foundation
of the second series. Thus the inter-relation of the two
series justifies a similar title, a title that in the second
distinctly implies its inferiority to the first series.

The first volume of the second series is a treatise on



God. The poet, Alexander Pope, declared that the greatest
study of mankind is man. The author ventures to dissent
from this thought; for he believes that the greatest study of
men, angels and saints, yea, of the Son of God Himself, is
God. A high theme, therefore, is that of this volume. And
for this study the words of the angel to Moses are surely in
place: "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground" (Ex. 3:5).
Throughout the writing of this book the author felt his
inequality to the task. Yea, it is doubtful if anyone, except
God Himself, could do full justice to the subject.
Accordingly, the author knows that he has not done, nor
can do it. All that he can plead for undertaking the task is
his love for God and His people, which has made him
aspire to honor the glorious God of the Bible before His
people by offering them this book to help them better to
know and to appreciate, better to love and to worship Him
as He is, in His existence and attributes of being and
character, and that in contrast with false views of Him
entertained by many. It is with this aspiration that the
author sends forth this book, accompanied with the prayer
that God through it may thus honor Himself and bless His
people.

Your brother and servant,
PAuUL S. L. JOHNSON.

Philadelphia, Pa., U. S. A.
September 12, 1937.
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CHAPTER I.

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.

A UNIVERSAL BELIEF GROUNDED IN THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS
CONSTITUTION OF MAN. CAUSE AND EFFECT. ORDER AND THE
REIGN OF LAW IN THE UNIVERSE. DESIGN EVERYWHERE
APPARENT. MAN'S MENTAL, MORAL AND RELIGIOUS NATURE.
DEMONSTRATION FROM EXPERIENCE. IMPOSSIBILITY OF
DISPROVING GOD'S EXISTENCE. A SCIENTIST'S GOD.

BELIEF in God's existence is practically universal. While a
few individuals have appeared who deny God's existence,
and while a few others claim to be in doubt as to His
existence, i.e., that they do not know whether there is a
God; yet these are so comparatively few as to warrant our
statement that practically the entire human family believes
that there is a Supreme Being—God. There has never been
a nation found that does not believe in a God. This is true
of the most as well as of the least cultured of the nations of
all ages. Thus the belief in a Supreme Being is practically
universal. The belief in God's existence may, therefore, be
accepted as grounded in human nature—in the constitution
of man—the few exceptions being explainable on the
ground of mental aberration—perversion or degeneration—
as the Scriptures teach: "The fool hath said in his heart,
There is no God" (Ps. 14: 1).

We have just said that belief in a God is grounded in
human nature—in man's constitution. This we see from the
teachings of Psychology and Phrenology. Psychology
teaches that it is a part of the soul's powers to believe in,
venerate, worship and desire fellowship with God, just as it
is a part of the soul's powers to love one's fellows and to
desire fellowship with them. Phrenology goes a step
further, even locating



8 God.

the brain organs by which faith in, veneration for, and
desire for fellowship with, God are exercised. It locates the
faculty through which religious faith is exercised as just
beyond the top of that part of the forehead which is above
the eyes; and it locates the brain organ through which love
and veneration for, and desire for fellowship with, God are
exercised as in the middle of the top of the head. When the
head is large or has "bumps™ in these places, normal people
readily believe in and venerate God. Where the head is
small or has "valleys" in these places, people find it hard to
believe in and venerate God. The average atheist has
"valleys" in his skull in these places. Hundreds of
thousands of heads have been examined, and from such
examinations the above conclusions have been drawn.
These "bumps™ by exercising faith, etc., are enlarged, but
by non-exercise they cease to grow. If they are exercised
more than the other brain faculties, the skull there becomes
warmer than in other places, because the blood by such
exercise is brought into more frequent and powerful
contact—impingement—uwith that part of the skull. Cases
are on record of certain persons who degenerated from an
active and warm religious life into atheism and whose
pertinent "bumps” not only grew cold, but even shrank.
This has particularly been the case with those of mental
temperaments who have degenerated from a warm, active,
religious life into religious indifference and disbelief, other
temperaments not showing such marked recession in these
"bumps™ on suffering a religious relapse, the reason being
that their less active mentality caused less, and less
powerful, impingements on these parts of the skull by the
brain, and the lack of such impingements made less
pronounced recessions in the pertinent parts of the skull.

These facts prove that man is constituted by his brain
make-up to believe in, and venerate a Supreme Being. And
from this we draw the conclusion that the
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existence of God is a necessary demand of human nature,
just as man's desire for food, water, property, the sublime,
the beautiful, knowledge, companions, etc., imply the
existence of these. Thus we infer God's existence from the
constitution and qualities of man's brain and soul life.
Those who deny God's existence (atheists) or those who
say they do not know that there is a God (agnostics), cannot
explain this constitution of the brain and its resultant moral
and religious sense of obligation Godward, grounded as
they are in man's nature. We repeat the thought, the
existence of God is a necessary postulate of man's moral
and religious constitution—it is grounded in human nature,
for human nature is so made as to be adapted to moral and
religious obligations Godward.

From another standpoint we prove God's existence—
from that of cause and effect. It is of universal experience
that every event has a cause; therefore we reason that every
event must have its cause; for we are forced to reason thus
from our experience; for undoubtedly our experience is that
every event has been produced by some cause. Therefore,
reasoning back from many events to as many causes, we
finally reach first events, which imply a first cause; and as
such it must be causeless; hence is eternal. This first cause
we call God, or as the Scriptures put it: "He that built
[made] all things is God" (Heb. 3: 4). Therefore the origins
of things are events that must have had causes. Take, for
example, the origin of trees: We ask ourselves, Whence did
their origin come? We answer, From seeds or branches.
Whence came the origin of these? From other trees.
Whence came the origin of these? From other seeds or
branches. Whence came these? From other trees, we
answer. Finally, in our reasoning, we come to the first kind
of every tree, and ask ourselves, Whence came the origin of
these? The answer must be, From the first seeds. Now we
ask, Whence came the origin of
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the first seeds from which came the first trees? Thus there
was a cause back of the origin of their firsts. Let us in turn
take up the origin of bushes, vegetables, grass—the rest of
the vegetable kingdom, and our reasoning brings us to the
origin of the first seeds from which came the first bushes,
vegetables and grass. Whence came the origin of those
seeds? If we take up creatures endowed with powers of
locomation: insects, fish, amphibians, fowl, reptiles and
beasts, and apply the same kind of reasoning, we finally
come to the first example of each species and are
confronted with the same question, Whence came the
origin of the first of each species? So with the race of
mankind. Thus, reasoning from effect to cause, we reach
the origin of the firsts of all kinds, and thus a multiplicity of
origins of firsts confronts us. Whence came they? They
could not have made themselves; for that would imply their
existence before they existed. Who or what then made
them? Our reasoning drives us to the conclusion that there
is a first cause that is the cause of the origin of all firsts. If
it is the first cause, it cannot be the effect of any other
cause. It, therefore, must have been causeless and therefore
eternal. We call this first cause, God; but materialists
would call it an unconscious, blind force—matter. Which
of these two views is right from the standpoint of reason,
must be deduced from other considerations than from those
of cause and effect.

Some have sought to evade this argument by claiming
an infinite succession of causes, and thus they seek to deny
a first cause. But this is sophistry; for an infinite series of
second causes does not agree with the idea of cause, and
cause is just what reason here demands. Those who assume
an infinite series as against a first cause, really reject cause
in its ultimate analysis; for the idea of cause, like every
other idea, implies a first; but an infinite succession of
causes would rest upon no cause, which is an absurdity.
Hence there
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can be no infinite series of causes. There must be a first
cause. Our reason forces us to this conclusion, as we
contemplate the universe of things in their origins. And
those who resort to the supposition of an infinite series
have been forced by different paths to an original ground of
existence, variously terming it: matter, mind, or force,
accordingly as their theories find most convenient. Taken
off guard, those who deny a first cause are forced to admit
it, as can be seen from an experience of Henry Ward
Beecher and Robert Ingersoll. Strange to say, America's
most eloquent preacher and most eloquent agnostic were
friends and exchanged visits with one another. On the
occasion of a certain visit that Mr. Ingersoll paid Mr.
Beecher, the former greatly admired a finely executed
globe that was in the latter's study. After a careful
examination and unstinted admiration of the technique
displayed in the carefully drawn continents, oceans, etc., of
the globe, Mr. Ingersoll asked, "Who made it?" Quickly
perceiving his opportunity, Mr. Beecher answered,
"Nobody; it made itself!" Divining the intent of the remark,
the noted agnostic, biting his lip, remained silent, and,
crestfallen, shortly thereafter left Mr. Beecher's home.

Above we said that we cannot by the argument of cause
and effect absolutely infer that the first cause is a personal
God. Cause and effect alone considered, it must be
conceded that it might be blind force. But other
considerations that reason gives us prove that the first cause
is not blind force, but a personal being—God. We will
consider these in turn, remarking here that the conjoined
force of all these arguments proves by reason that there is a
God. We ask, then, is this first cause blind force or an
intelligent being—God? Let us see what the facts manifest
in the universe have to say to reason in this regard.

The order that we observe throughout nature is one point
that proves that the first cause is not blind force,
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but is an intelligent being who uses the forces of nature as
means of expressing His will in His chosen order or things.
Looking up on a clear night to the heavens, we see the suns
of innumerable planetary systems, each revolving about its
sun with each planet revolving on its axis and encircling its
orbit, just as the planets of our solar system revolve on their
axes and encircle their orbits—and with all of these
planetary systems revolving about a common center—
Alcyone, of the Pleiades, according to the latest scientific
deductions. And every so often every planetary system in
its various bodies reaches the same place in relation to
every planet of every other planetary system—the
precessional cycle. In each planet there is an order of day
and night, seasons, years, etc., dependent on the size of
each planet's orbit, its sun and its distance from its sun,
except in the cases of those planets that have canopies. For
these planetary systems to observe such order, each in its
relations to its own parts and to all other such systems,
implies an intelligence in their cause such as blind force, of
course, does not have. From this marvelous order in the
universe as consisting of planetary systems all moving in
orderly procession, we infer that the first cause is
intelligent, hence is not blind force, though its uses for its
order the operation of force.

But order is observed in minute things as well as in the
large things of the universe. Every blade of grass, every
shrub, every bush, every tree, every vegetable, every plant,
every blossom, every fruit, every flower, every insect,
every creeping thing, every fish, every reptile, every fowl,
every beast and every man is an example of the reign of
law—order, and thus testifies to an intelligent first cause.
Law reigns in things physical as well as in things moral.
This implies an intelligent first cause as a law giver. The
laws of gravity, attraction, repulsion, adhesion, centripetal
and centrifugal forces, light, heat, motion, color, sound,
etc.,
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working harmoniously, display their activities in upholding
the orderly course of nature, which proves an intelligent
first cause as law executor. Moreover these laws balance
one another and make harmony in the universe, which
proves the first cause to be intelligently and marvelously
efficient. They also work along the lines of mathematical
formulas with utmost precision and in such detail that the
greatest human mathematicians are unable to work out all
their problems. This implies reasoning powers in the
intelligent first cause of unapproachable ability. Every
science manifests the reign of law—order. Astronomy
declares it, Chemistry exemplifies it, Botany illustrates it,
Geology proves it, Zoology shows it and Physics
demonstrates it. These declare by the order that they
manifest that the first cause is an intelligent being; for it is
utterly incomprehensible that blind force could have made
the universe in its almost infinity of orderly arrangements,
adjustments, movements, harmonies and workings.

Those who deny that the first cause in an intelligent
being who has marvelously ordered the universe in its
vastness as well as in its minuteness are compelled to
ascribe to matter and force powers that only a personal
being could exercise; for they claim that originally matter
existed as nebula and was acted upon by gravity and heat—
force—that these two things (gravity and heat) working on
the nebula started other forces into activity, which after an
almost infinite number of changes gradually but blindly
evolved the universe, so full of the evidence of a wisdom
higher than man's. Yea, they even say that these forces
finally in man produced mind—produced that which these
forces themselves do not have! Apart from the utter
unreasonableness of such views (for in ultimate analysis
they mean that blind force working on matter produced the
almost infinite marvels of intelligence that the universe
displays), this view is forced to assume that the nebula was
so arranged as to call gravity and
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heat into activity, i.e., that there was order in the nebula.
Whence came that order which of itself already betrays
intelligence? This the materialist cannot answer; for he has
reached the rock bottom of materialism. Twist as he may,
he is forced by his original premises to assume that which
implies order—law, and at the same time to attribute
powers to matter that are personal, since they imply
intelligence and volition. Reason refuses to accept such a
proposition, and finds it a thousand fold more logical to
accept the only other alternative—that the first cause is an
intelligent being, yea, of such great intelligence as can be
equaled by no other known intelligence, because no other
known intelligence could have produced the almost infinite
marvels of order—law—in the universe. Reason thus forces
us to believe that the order that everywhere prevails in the
universe originated in the mind of a most extraordinarily
intelligent being. Thus reason forces us to the conclusion
that there is an intelligent Creator.

This conclusion is strengthened by the presence of
design in the universe; for there are innumerable objects in
nature that in their constitution betray design. There are
things in nature that prove a prearranged fitness for certain
future purposes. We are using the word design here in the
sense of prearranged fitness for future purposes. These
designs among other things are beneficent. If such designs
exist in nature, they prove that they must have had a
designer, i.e., one who planned and made them for their
intended ends. This would argue that the intelligent first
cause in addition to having intelligence has wisdom,
benevolence, volition and executiveness, and that of the
highest order. Vast evidences of design are apparent (1) in
inorganic nature, (2) in organic nature and (3) in the
relations of inorganic nature and organic nature to one
another. Notice, e.g., design in the filtration of rain water
through the soil. During this process the earth does not lose
one particle of its nutritive matter needed
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for vegetable growth—potash, silicic acid, ammonia, etc.
On the contrary, the soil immediately absorbs more of these
elements as they are contained in the rain, and thus
increases its store of them for enlarged fertility.
Furthermore, only such elements are entirely absorbed from
the rain as are needed for vegetable growth. Thus the rain
and the soil show adaptability to purpose—production of
food for man and beast. Here is a predestinated
adaptability to realize a future purpose in inorganic nature.
Design is also manifest in the two gases, oxygen and
hydrogen, combining in certain proportions to form
water—so much needed for life. So, too, is design apparent
in air, made by a combination of oxygen, nitrogen and
argon—so much needed for life. In hundreds of ways
design is manifest in light, heat and all other forces of
nature—in their blending to preserve the universe and to
make it habitable. What marvels of design are manifest in
the rotation of the earth on its axis to produce day and
night, with their purposes of growth, activity and rest, and
in the circuit of its orbit in relation to the succession of
seasons in themselves and variedly in the northern and
southern hemispheres! Other facts of inorganic nature
display design: Why is driftwood cast upon Greenland's
shores—so much in need of it, and not upon England's and
France's shores where it is not needed? Why have the
planets nearest the sun no moons, while those further away,
which need more light, have them? Why is iron, which is
the most needed metal, the most abundant? Why do the
trade winds frequently keep clouds away from certain parts
of the earth where there is abundance of rain, and send
them to yield rain in other parts that would otherwise be
arid? Why do the warm ocean currents flow to the northern
and southern portions of our sphere, while the cold ocean
currents flow to the equatorial regions? In all these facts we
see beneficent design. Thus, inorganic nature is replete with
design, and this argues
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an intelligent first cause of wisdom, benevolence, volition
and executiveness.

If we look at organic nature, design everywhere
confronts us. Why is it that the organs of the animal
creation are all formed before there is any use for them? Is
not this design—a predestinated fitness for future
purposes? This is observed even in the vegetable kingdom.
For instance, the leaf attached to the stamen of the lime
blossom is useless until the pistil with the fruit breaks away
from the bough, when its leafy wing carries it far away
from the trunk on which it grew, to produce another
growth. How came the eyes of fish to be constructed in
harmony with the laws of light refracting in water? How
came the palm of the hand and the sole of the foot to have
thicker skin than the rest of the body? How came the
structure of the hand to have such marvelous adaptability?
How came the eye to have the fitness to light and accordant
vision? How came the stomach and liver to be the most
remarkable chemical laboratory on earth; the heart to
exercise almost perpetual motion, as well as being a most
marvelous pumping station; the blood to absorb oxygen for
sustaining life, and to take up food elements and to
distribute them throughout the body, and to replace
depleted cells which it carries away; the kidneys to be the
greatest filtration plant; the brain organs to think, perceive,
remember, love, hate, etc., etc., etc.; the five senses to
function for animal needs; the reproductive organs in male
and female to be adapted to procreation and the bowels to
be the greatest sewer system in existence? How? Do not all
of these in their formation argue design—a prearranged
fitness for certain future ends? Surely, design is manifest
everywhere in organic nature.

So, too, is the presence of design manifest in the
meeting ground between organic and inorganic nature. The
lungs are adapted to the air and the air to the lungs; light is
adapted to the eye and the eye to light;
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the ear is adapted to sound and sound to the ear; scent is
adapted to the nose and the nose to scent; taste is adapted to
the tongue and the tongue to taste; and food to the stomach
and the stomach to food. The sun, day and night, seasons,
water and climate, are adapted to animal and vegetable life
and animal and vegetable life to them—everywhere a
predestinated fitness for future ends. Thus, design
everywhere confronts us, and it everywhere argues a
designer who worked on the principle of adaptation of
means to ends and prepared them before the need of them
set in. This proves an intelligent first cause who is wise,
powerful, benevolent, volitional and beneficent in His
executiveness! Thus cause and effect combined with order
and design, prove that there is a wise, powerful,
benevolent, volitional and beneficent God; while the
constitution of man's brain mechanism necessitates—apart
from perversion—nhis believing in and venerating God.
These propositions are proven by reason, entirely apart
from revelation. When rightly put, they have never been
successfully assailed.

The existence of man's intellectual, moral and religious
nature proves the existence of God. We find man capable
of reasoning on deep and abstruse questions. We find him
capable of inventing physical and mental objects. He is
capable of acts of high morality, goodness and self-denial.
He is endowed with the sense of obligation to right. He
feels his dependence on a higher power. Therefore he is
adapted to an intellectual, moral and religious life. These
are facts of the inner life, and are as real as facts external to
us. These facts cannot be denied, unless one denies the
reality of human nature. Thus, we cannot deny the fact of
the existence of the intellectual, moral and religious sense,
and that man is actuated in his conduct by this threefold
sense. These are facts at least as clear to him as external
phenomena; for they are a part of himself—they are
therefore as real as himself.
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From the fact that man has intellectual powers, we
conclude that the first cause who caused the first man also
has intelligence; for He could not give what He did not
have; for to make an intellect implies the possession of an
intellect in the maker, on the Biblically announced
principle, "He that made the eye, shall He not see?"
Further, from the fact that man possesses moral and
religious powers we infer that the maker of the first man
must have moral and religious powers; for to make moral
and religious powers implies their possession in their
maker. Hence, man possessing mental, moral and religious
faculties proves that the First Cause has them. Hence, we
infer a wise, just and loving God as Creator, from the fact
that man, a creature of His, has faculties for wisdom,
justice and love. The existence of these powers in us
implies from the standpoint of cause and effect that there is
a God and that He is wise, just and loving.

We now present a sixth evidence of God's existence: the
experience of those who come into harmony with Him—
God's Spirit-begotten children. This argument is not
conclusive to those who have not had this experience. To
them at most it can have no more weight than what is
grounded on the testimony of others. But to those who have
this experience it is the most impressive and conclusive of
all arguments on God's existence; for it brings one into
direct touch with God as a being; not, it is true, by outward
sense, but by the inner sense of the Spirit given them when
begotten of the Spirit. They find by experience that at every
step of faith in, and obedience toward God that they take,
they have fulfilled to them His promises connected with
that step. Thus, as they exercise repentance toward God,
they find that He in harmony with His promise in such
cases enables them to hate and to forsake sin and to love
and to practice righteousness. As they exercise faith in
Jesus as their Savior, they find the promised peace with
God becoming
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theirs. As they exercised obedience unto consecration, they
received the promised begetting of the Spirit. That they
received it is evidenced to them by their finding themselves
to be in possession of new and enlarged powers—spiritual
powers implanted in their hearts and minds, enabling them
to understand and to appreciate spiritual things and to
aspire to them as their life's ambition—things of which they
were incapable before such begettal. They find that every
faithful effort to grow in spiritual grace, knowledge and
fruitfulness in service is rewarded by such growth. In
exercising the privilege of prayer in harmony with the
Divinely arranged conditions, they have the most mind and
heart satisfying evidence of God's dealing with them in the
answers that they receive to such prayers. In harmony with
His promise, they find Him working all things for their
good. So intimate does their union and communion with
Him become that they learn to be one with Him by the
contact with Him that they constantly experience and
realize. In all life's affairs they clearly discern His activities
toward them. So intimate does the relation become that
they are constantly filled with the sense of His presence,
favor and help. Thus they walk and talk with God and they
live in Him. To them He is a living reality, as real as if He
were visible. To them His constant dealing with them is the
most impressive and conclusive evidence of His existence
and of His main attributes—wisdom, power, justice and
love. It is a misfortune to others that they do not have this
experience—a misfortune due to their not having taken the
steps necessary to its attainment; but their lack of
experience in these things does not make unreal this
experience, vouchsafed those who exercise the necessary
repentance, faith and obedience; for to them the witness of
the Spirit is the greatest and most conclusive proof of God's
existence.
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We now offer our seventh and final proof—a negative
one—for God's existence: the impossibility of disproving
His existence; for atheism is incapable of proof, for to
prove atheism, one must himself be God—which would
prove there is a God. The following considerations will
prove this proposition: Before one can truly say that there is
no God in the world, he must know and thoroughly
understand every being, thing, principle, work, force, etc.,
past and present, in the universe; for if one of these should
escape his knowledge and understanding, that one might be
God; or to put it in other words, he himself must know
everything—be omniscient. Before one can authoritatively
say that there is no God, he must be everywhere in the
universe, and that from all eternity to all eternity, and be
cognizant of everything everywhere and at the same time;
in other words, he must be omnipresent and eternal as well
as omniscient. To be able to say conclusively that there is
no God one must be omnipotent; for thus only could he be
guaranteed as being proof against an omnipotent being who
might desire to hide its existence from others by limiting
the scope of his knowledge so as to make him never
discover the former's existence. In order to declare
absolutely that there is no God one must also be a spirit; for
only spirits can see spirits; and since those who are not
spirits are sure that they have not seen a spirit being, which
God is, they can never with certainty affirm that there is no
God. Thus to be able to prove that there is no God, one
must himself be an eternal, omniscient, omnipresent and
omnipotent spirit being, i.e., must be himself God, and thus
after all there would be one. Thus, it is impossible to
disprove God's existence. Atheism, therefore, is incapable
of proof; while theism—that there is a God who is separate
from the universe and who created and sustains it—as our
seven points show, is a proven thing. Truly, reason itself,
apart from revelation, shows that the Bible is right in
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at least two of its pertinent statements: "The fool hath said
in his heart, There is no God" (Ps. 14: 1); and "The fear
[reverence] of the Lord is the beginning [foundation] of
knowledge" (Prov. 1: 7).

After finishing the above there came to our attention a
pertinent interview on "A Scientist's God" in the Oct. 24,
1925, Collier's—The National Weekly—by Dr. Millikan,
who is one of the greatest living scientists—one of the few
scientists who have been awarded the Noble Prize for
outstanding scientific work. We take pleasure in quoting a
large part of his interview:

"l cannot explain why | am alive rather than dead.
Physiologists can tell me a great deal about the mechanical
and the chemical processes of my body, but they cannot say
why | am alive. But would it not be utterly absurd for me to
deny I am alive? Our scientific knowledge compared with
what we knew a hundred years ago is very great, but
compared with what there is to be known it is trivial. The
map of the earth used to have on it many great, blank
spaces marked "unexplored.” Now there are very few of
them. The map of science is still a great blank sheet with
only here and there a dot to show what has been charted,
and the more we investigate the more we see how far we
are from any real comprehension of it all and the clearer we
see that in the very admission of our ignorance and
finiteness we recognize the existence of a Something, a
Power, a Being in whom and because of whom we live and
move and have our being—a Creator by whatever name we
may call Him. I am not much concerned as to whether |
agree precisely with you in my conception of that Creator
or not, for "Canst thou by searching find out God?" Both
your conception and mine must in the nature of the case be
vague and indefinite.

"Least of all am | disposed to quarrel with the man who
spiritualizes nature and says that God is to him the soul of
the universe, for spirit, personality and all
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these abstract conceptions which go with it, like love, duty
and beauty, exist for you and for me just as much as do
iron, wood and water. They are in every way as real for us
as are the physical things which we handle. No man,
therefore, can picture nature as devoid of these attributes
which are a part of your experience and mine, and which
you and | know are in nature. If you, then, in your
conception identify God with nature, you must perforce
attribute to Him consciousness and personality or, better,
super consciousness and super personality. You cannot
possibly synthesize nature and leave out its most
outstanding attributes. Nor can you get these potentialities
out of nature, no matter how far back you go in time. In
other words, materialism, as commonly understood, is an
altogether absurd and an utterly irrational philosophy, and
is indeed so regarded by most thoughtful men.

"Without attempting, then, to go farther in defining what
in the nature of the case is undefinable, let me reassert my
conviction that although you may not believe in some
particular conception of God which | may try to give
expression to, and although it is unquestionably true that
many of our conceptions are sometimes childishly
anthropomorphic, everyone who is sufficiently in
possession of his faculties to recognize his own inability to
comprehend the problem of existence bows his head in the
presence of the Nature, if you will—the God, | prefer to
say—who is behind it all and whose attributes are partially
revealed to us in it all, so that it pains me as much as it did
Kelvin 'to hear crudely atheistic views expressed by men
who have never known the deeper side of existence.' Let
me, then, henceforth use the word God to describe that
which is behind the mystery of existence and that which
gives meaning to it. I think you will not misunderstand me,
then, when | say that I have never known a thinking man
who did not believe in God.
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"How little we know about the ultimate nature of things
is strikingly shown by the changes in our conceptions
which have come about within the past thirty years. When |
started my graduate work in 1893 we were very sure that
the physical foundations of the world were built with some
seventy unchangeable, indestructible elements. Also we
made a sharp distinction between matter-physics and ether-
physics. We believed in the conservation of energy, the
conservation of mass, and the conservation of momentum,
and we knew exactly how, with the aid of these principles,
the universe managed to keep going. But we are much less
certain about this now than we were then. In 1895 the X-
ray came in as an absolutely new phenomenon and then
came radio-activity, which has shown us that 'the elements'
are not at all ultimate things, that atoms are continually
undergoing change, and are not indestructible. It appears
now that the electromagnetic laws no longer hold in the
interaction of electrons within atoms. Einstein has
concluded that mass and energy are interchangeable terms
and we all now agree that the former distinctions between
material, electrical and ethereal phenomena must be
discarded. And so | am very chary about declaring that our
present scientific conceptions and hypotheses are going to
last forever, and | am a good deal more chary about making
dogmatic denials or affirmations in the field of religion—a
field which by general assent lies outside the region in
which intellectual knowledge is possible.

"This much | can say with definiteness—namely, that
there is no scientific basis for the denial of religion—nor is
there in my judgment any excuse for a conflict between
science and religion, for their fields are entirely different.
Men who know very little of science and men who know
very little of religion do indeed get to quarreling, and the
onlookers imagine that there is a conflict between science
and religion, whereas the conflict is only between two
different species of ignorance.
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The first important quarrel of this sort arose over the
advancing by Copernicus of his theory that the earth,
instead of being a flat plane and the center of the universe,
was actually only one of a number of little planets, rotating
once a day upon its axis and circling once a year about the
sun. Copernicus was a priest—the canon of a cathedral—
and he was primarily a religious rather than a scientific
man. He knew that the foundations of real religion are not
laid where scientific discoveries of any kind can disturb
them. He was persecuted, not because he went against the
teachings of religion but because under his theory man was
not the center of the universe and this was most displeasing
news to a number of egoists. ...

"We firmly believed for many years that the sun was
merely a white-hot body gradually cooling off. Now we
know that if it were merely that it would have cooled off
long ago, and we are searching for the source of its
continuous supply of heat and are inclined to the belief that
it is due to some form of subatomic change. Our
discoveries in this realm are as revolutionary as were those
of Copernicus, but no one thinks of them as anti-religious.
The impossibility of real science and real religion ever
conflicting becomes evident when one examines the
purpose of science and the purpose of religion. The purpose
of science is to develop without prejudice or preconception
of any kind, a knowledge of the facts, the laws and the
processes of nature. The even more important task of
religion, on the other hand, is to develop the consciences,
the ideals and the aspirations of mankind.

"Many of our great scientists have actually been men of
profound religious convictions and life. ... 'l believe that
the more thoroughly science is studied the further does it
take us from anything comparable to atheism." And again:
'If you think strongly enough, you will be forced by science
to the belief in God, which is the foundation of all religion.
You will find
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it not antagonistic but helpful to religion." Take other great
scientific leaders—Sir Isaac Newton, Michael Faraday,
James Clerk-Maxwell, Louis Pasteur. All these men were
not only religious men, but they were also faithful members
of their communions. For the most important thing in the
world is a belief in moral and spiritual values—a belief that
there is a significance and a meaning to existence—a belief
that we are going somewhere! These men could scarcely
have been so great had they been lacking in this belief. ...

It is not beyond belief that we may some time be able to
do in our laboratories what the sun is doing in its
laboratory. Then it is conceivable that science could, if
given the chance, transform this world within a generation.
But to what end? Without the moral background of
religion, without the spirit of service which is the essence
of religion, our new powers will only be the means of our
destruction.

There is a God—all Nature speaks,
Thro' earth, and air, and seas, and skies:
See! from the clouds His glory breaks,
When the first beams of morning rise.

The rising sun, serenely bright,

O'er the wide world's extended frame
Inscribes, in characters of light,

His mighty Maker's glorious name.

Ye curious minds, who roam abroad,
And trace creation's wonders o'er,

Confess the footsteps of your God,
And bow before Him, and adore.
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There is an eye that never sleeps
Beneath the wing of night;

There is an ear that never shuts
When sink the beams of light.

There is an arm that never tires
When human strength gives way;

There is a love that never fails
When earthly loves decay.

O weary souls with cares oppressed,
Trust in His loving might

Whose eye is over all thy ways
Through all thy weary night;

Whose ear is open to thy cry;
Whose grace is full and free;

Whose comfort is forever nigh,
Whate'er thy sorrows be.

Draw near to Him in prayer and praise;

Rely on His sure word;
Acknowledge Him in all thy ways
Thy faithful, loving Lord.



CHAPTER II.
GOD'S ATTRIBUTES OF BEING.

DISTINCTION BETWEEN ATTRIBUTES OF BEING AND OF
CHARACTER. PERSONALITY. CORPOREALITY. SPIRITUALITY. SELF-
EXISTENCE. ETERNITY. SELF-SUFFICIENCY. IMMORTALITY.
INFLUENCE OF THESE SEVEN ATTRIBUTES ON THE DEVOUTLY
STUDIOUS. INVISIBILITY. UNITY. OMNIPOTENCE. OMNISCIENCE.
OMNIPRESENCE. SUPREMACY. UNFATHOMABLENESS. THEIR
LESSONS TO US.

IN OUR first chapter we discussed the existence of God
and showed from seven standpoints that there is a God. We
mentioned, as implied in some of the proofs there
presented, that God is a personal being, who has as His
main heart characteristics the qualities of wisdom, power,
justice and love. We made no attempt to give details on His
attributes, apart from that of existence, which was our
subject, because it is our thought to devote later several
chapters to a discussion of His attributes. Usually His
attributes are set forth from two standpoints—those of His
being and those of His character. By His attributes of being
are meant those of His qualities which inhere in His nature,
like personality, spirituality, eternity, immortality, etc.,
while by His attributes of character are meant those of His
qualities which inhere in His disposition, His heart and
mind, like justice, love, mercy, faithfulness, etc. We now
set forth in a series of chapters some of the salient features
of His attributes: both of being and of character. In this
chapter we will discuss His main attributes of being.

Naturally, the first attribute of God's being that strikes
the mind of the average thoughtful man is that of God's
personality. By personality we mean the quality of being by
which one thinks, feels and wills; for personality lodges in
the intellect, sensibilities and will. Anything without these
does not have personality, and cannot be a person. God has
the quality of personality which inheres in Him as a
sentient being;
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and He is a person. This quality of God's being
immediately enables us to reject: Atheism, which denies
God's existence altogether; Agnosticism, which doubts
God's existence; Materialism, which denies personality to
the first cause; and Pantheism, which confounds God with
nature. While discussing the existence of God we proved
from reason His personality. This was shown from the
arguments drawn from order, design, man's intellectual,
moral and religious constitution, our experience and the
disproof of Atheism. God's intelligence, beneficence,
justice and executiveness are manifest in such proofs of His
existence, which therefore prove His personality.

The Scriptures are replete with proofs of God's
personality; for they attribute to Him intellectuality, feeling
and volition—the essential elements of personality. That
He has knowledge is proven by passages like: Josh. 22: 22,
"The Lord God of gods ... He knoweth"; Is. 44: 8, "Is there
a God beside Me? Yea, there is no other God; | know not
any"; Job 36: 4, "He is perfect in knowledge™; Ps. 44: 21,
"He knoweth the secrets of the heart"; Matt. 6: 8, "Your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask
Him"; Luke 16: 15, "God knoweth your hearts"; Acts 15:
18, "Known unto God are all His works from the beginning
of the world"; Rom. 8: 29, "Whom He did foreknow"; 2
Tim. 2: 19, "The Lord knoweth them that are His"; 1 John
3: 20, "God ... knoweth all things." That He has
sensibilities is proven by passages like: Ps. 103: 13, "The
Lord pitieth them that fear Him"; John 16: 27, "The Father
Himself loveth you™; Ex. 34: 6, "The Lord God, merciful
and gracious, longsuffering and abundant in goodness";
Heb. 11: 5, "He pleased God"; Ps. 30: 4, "Give thanks at
the remembrance of His holiness™; Ex. 20: 5, "I ... and a
jealous God"; Ps. 7: 9, "The righteous God trieth the heart
and reins"; 1 Pet. 3: 20, "The longsuffering of God waited
in the days of Noah"; John 3: 16, "God
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so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son"; Ps.
25: 6, "Remember, O Lord, Thy tender mercies and Thy
loving kindnesses." That He exercises volition is evident
from passages like Matt. 6: 10, "Thy will be done in earth™;
Matt. 7: 21, "He that doeth the will of My Father"; Luke 22:
42, "Not My will, but Thine be done"; Acts 21: 14, "The
will of the Lord be done"; Gal. 1: 4, "According to the will
of God"; Eph. 1: 11, "All things after the counsel of His
own will"; 1 Thes. 4: 3, "This is the will of God—your
sanctification; 1 Cor. 12: 11, "Dividing to every man
severally as He will"; Heb. 6: 17, "Willing more abundantly
to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His
counsel™; 2 Pet. 3: 9, "The Lord is ... not willing that any
should perish."

Besides these and numerous other Scriptures which
ascribe to God the essential elements of personality—
intellectuality, sensibilities and will—there are numerous
others that describe Him in terms of personality. Of these
we will quote a few: "There is none other like unto the
Lord our God" (Ex. 8: 10); "Who is like unto Thee, O Lord,
among the gods? Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders?" (Ex. 15: 11); "Thou
shalt have no other gods before Me" (Ex. 20: 3; Deut. 5: 7);
"Thou shalt worship no other god" (Ex. 34: 14); "The Lord,
He is God; there is none else beside Him™" (Deut. 4: 35);
"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord" (Deut. 6: 4);
"The Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords"
(Deut. 10: 17); "There is none holy as the Lord" (1 Sam. 2:
2); "Prepare your hearts unto the Lord and serve Him" (1
Sam. 7: 3); "Him shall ye fear, and Him shall ye worship,
and to Him shall ye do sacrifice” (2 Kings 17: 36); "Thou
hast made heaven and earth" (2 Kings 19: 15); "To whom
then will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy
One" (Is. 40: 25); "l am the First and | am the Last; and
beside me there is no God" (Is. 44: 6); "There is
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no God else beside Me, a just God and a Savior" (Is. 45:
21); "The Lord is the true God; He is the living God, and an
everlasting King" (Jer. 10: 10); "I am the Lord, the God of
all flesh; is there anything too hard for Me?" (Jer. 32: 27);
"One is your Father, which is in heaven" (Matt. 23: 9);
"This is life eternal that they might know Thee the only true
God" (John 17: 3); "One God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all" (Eph. 4: 6);
"Who being the brightness of His glory, the express image
of His person ... sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high."—Heb. 1: 3.

It is important from many standpoints for us to
emphasize the personality of God, especially against the
materialism of certain atheistical and agnostical so-called
scientists and the pantheism of certain heathenizing
philosophers, which would rob us of a personal God. Belief
in, love for, and communion with a personal God are
necessary for development of godlikeness. Rob us of a
personal God and we are robbed of the Christian faith,
hope, love, peace, joy, comfort, self-control, patience,
longsuffering, forgiveness and every other Christlike
characteristic. Give us a personal God of the characteristics
of the Scriptural God, and we are given the power that,
used, will create, develop and perfect Christian faith, hope,
love, peace, joy, comfort, self-control, patience,
longsuffering, forgiveness and every other element of
Christlikeness. Sterile in these respects is the life of the
denier of a personal God; fruitful in these respects is the
life of a true worshiper of the God of the Bible—the
personal Jehovah. Fundamental, therefore, for life and
godliness is faith in a personal God. Therefore we have
given the first place in God's attributes of being to His
personality. Let us hold it at all odds as the prime essential
of our religious life.

As the next attribute of God's being we would present
that of corporeality. By this we mean that God



God's Attributes of Being. 31

has a body. It is a great mistake to think of God as a great
mind without a body. Neither reason nor Scripture gives us
such a thought. It originated in the illusive abstractions and
speculations of heathen philosophers, especially Greek
philosophers, from whom it was borrowed and introduced
into the creeds of the dark ages, and has become one of the
means of stultifying and mystifying many of God's people
in their reasonings on God's being. When we say that the
Scriptures teach that God has more than a mind, that
additionally He has a body, which implies His having an
organism, we do not refer to those Scriptures that are
undoubtedly anthropomorphistic, i.e., figuratively ascribe
to God the form and parts of man. Rather we refer to
statements that literally and definitely connect God with a
body. When Jesus said that no man hath at any time seen
God's "shape" (John 5: 37), He definitely implies that God
has a body. The same thing is implied in God's statement
that no man can see Him and live (Ex. 33: 20-23); for this
Scripture implies that He can be seen by man, though only
with fatal effects to such a beholder. If He can be seen, He
must have more than a mind: He must have a body, which
implies an organism. This fact is likewise implied in the
statement, "God is a spirit" (John 4: 24); for St. Paul
definitely tells us that spirit beings have bodies (1 Cor. 15:
44-49). All the Scriptures that speak of heaven as His
abode imply the same thing (Ps. 73: 25; Matt. 5: 16, 45; 6:
9; etc., etc.). So, too, is this apparent from the Scripture
(Heb. 1: 3) that tells us that Jesus now is the express image
of the Father's person. These Scriptures undoubtedly imply
that God has a body.

When we say that God has a body, we of course do not
mean that it consists of matter; for such is not the substance
of which His body consists. Nor, when we say that His
body is an organism, do we mean that His body has all the
same organs as ours. From the nature
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of the case He would have no use for many of the organs
that we have. Organs and parts adapted to food, respiration,
wastes, blood, etc. (1 Cor. 15: 50), He, of course, does not
have, because of His self-existence, these things implying
dependence on external things for existence. Because literal
Scriptures ascribe corresponding acts to Him, we may
reasonably assume that He has organs adapted to sight,
sound, smell, touch, work, locomotion; and doubtless He
has some organs the like of which we do not have, though
of what they consist and like what they are, we do not
know, even as St. John assures us with respect to our Lord
Jesus' body, which is exactly like God's (Heb. 1: 3): "It hath
not yet appeared what we shall be; but when He [Jesus]
shall appear we shall be like Him"; because our spiritual
bodies will "be fashioned like unto His glorious body"
(Phil. 3: 21). Our knowing so little about God's body, like
our little knowledge of many other things respecting Him,
is largely due on the one hand to His greatness, and, on the
other hand, to our littleness; for our plane of being is so far
beneath His that we cannot fully comprehend Him—the
finite cannot fully grasp the Infinite.

The third attribute of God's being that we would
consider is spirituality, i.e., that God is a spirit. The
Scriptures teach this by contrast with natural things (Acts
17: 29). Furthermore, they expressly assure us of this in so
many words: "God is a spirit” (John 4: 24). And reason
assents to the spirituality of the Being who created and
preserves the universe and its creatures. God's mode of
existence is not that of a being with a flesh and blood or
any other kind of a material body; but His mode of
existence is that of a spirit being with a spiritual body.
When we speak of a spiritual body we mean one that
consist of immaterial, spiritual substance or substances.
There are material substances such as water, earth, iron,
wood, etc., and there are spiritual substances such as
vitality, fire,
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light, heat, etc. When we say that God is a spirit we thereby
deny that His body consists of material substances (1 Cor.
15: 50); and when we say that He is a spirit we affirm that
His body consists of some spiritual substance (1 Cor. 15:
44-49). Seemingly, angels, who are spirits, have bodies that
consist of fire (Heb. 1: 7, 14). Perhaps some of the higher
orders of spirit beings, like cherubim and seraphim, have
bodies that consist of other spiritual substances than fire.
The Scriptures do not tell us of the exact nature of that
substance of which God's body consists. This same remark
applies to our Lord's present body and the bodies of the
saints in the first resurrection.

The silence of the Scriptures on the nature of the
substance of which God's body consists forbids our being
positive on the subject, much more forbids our making a
thought that we may have on the subject a doctrine of faith.
Without in the least desiring to be understood as being
dogmatic on this point, we might say that it would not be at
all surprising, if it should turn out that God's body consists
of life principle. Our reason for thinking this not
unreasonable is the fact that the Bible teaches that God is
immortal, i.e., has "life in Himself" (John 5: 26). If His
body consists of life principle, it would not like other
bodies need life principle as another substance to animate
it. He being incorruptible, there is no waste in His body,
and of course no replenishment of life would be needed.
Hence self-sustained life would be His, if His body consists
of life principle. But since we know so little of the
possibilities of spiritual substances, we would not be
warranted in saying that immortality could not exist in
another way than in having a body consisting of life
principle. Perhaps it could, for all we know. On this
subject, it must be humbly confessed: "We know in part,”
i.e., our knowledge is piece-meal, partial. We must,
therefore, recognize that the nature of the substance of
which the Divine body consists is not
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one of the revealed things. It is one of the secret things that
God has kept to Himself. Hence we dare not be dogmatic
on the subject. Nevertheless our uncertainty as to the exact
kind of spiritual substance that makes up God's body does
not make us uncertain that it does consist of some spiritual
substance; for this fact flows from the fact that He is a
spirit, which is taught in the Scriptures, notably in John 4:
24.

Self-existence is the next attribute of being in God that
we desire to study. By God's self-existence we mean His
independence from all beings, all conditions and all things
for His being. It implies that He owes His existence to no
one, that no one originated Him and that no one sustains
Him. Nor does He owe His existence and continuance to
any condition or thing. It is a part of His very nature to
exist. In this He is totally different from any other being.
All other beings have been dependent on some one else for
their coming into existence. And even those of His
creatures, like the saints, who have or yet will attain a
condition of immortality, owe or will owe the conferring of
this quality to God. All other beings have not only had to
depend on Him for their coming into existence, but their
continued existence as long as it will last depends on Him.
Thus He is the only self-existent being in the universe.
Reason recognizes this to be true when it demonstrates that
He is the First Cause, and therefore causeless, self-existent.

But the Scriptures also teach this. God most solemnly
announced His self-existence when He first revealed this
characteristic, and that to Moses (Ex. 3: 14), by saying: "I
AM THAT | AM; and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." Again
Jehovah asserts this, in the words, "I lift up my hand to
heaven, and say, | live forever" (Deut. 32: 40). His self-
existence so far as man's righteousness or sin is concerned
is stated clearly: "If thou sinnest, what doest thou against
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Him? ... If thou be righteous, what givest thou Him? or
what receiveth He of thy hand? Thy wickedness may hurt a
man as thou art; and thy righteousness may profit a son of
man" (Job 35: 6-8). Jehovah asserts His self-existence
when He says of Himself, "I am the first; and | am the last;
and beside me there is no God" (Is. 44: 6). He is the first
and the last in the sense that He is the only being who does
not owe His existence to another. All others have depended
on some one else for their coming into existence. He
depended on no one else for existence; for He is self-
existent. The expression, first and last, is equivalent to the
expression, “the only one,” i.e., in the sense suggested by
the connection in which it is used. Thus when Jesus uses of
Himself this expression, "the first and the last” (Rev. 1: 11),
He gives us the thought that He was the only one directly
begotten by God. All others were indirectly made by God,
i.e., through Jesus (John 1: 3; Col. 1: 15-17). But the sense
in which Jehovah is "the first and the last"—the only one—
evidently is, among other things, that of self-existence.
What a wonderful being He is by reason of His self-
existence!

Closely related to His attribute of self-existence is
another attribute of being in God—eternity. Some would
have us think that there is no duration to eternity. They
contrast it with time, as though it were timeless. Such a
thought is distinctly unscriptural and is derived from
heathen sources, especially from the heathen Greek
philosophers, whose views were adopted and introduced
into "the creeds of the dark ages." As the Scriptures teach
it: Eternity is time without beginning and without ending.
Thus duration is involved in the idea of eternity. Even
reason is compelled to assent to the fact that time could
have had no beginning and can have no end; for we cannot
reason back to a time which was not preceded by time. If
we reason back billions of years, we still can say that time
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was before that. Again, if we reason back billions of years
back of that, we still can say that time was before that; and
thus we could go back an infinitude of billions of years, and
still could say that there was time before that. Thus we are
compelled to conclude that time had no beginning, that
time has always been, i.e., that there is a past to eternity.
The same is true with reference to future time. It cannot
end; it must go on forever. We cannot imagine a future time
that will not have time after that time. Thus time is without
beginning and without ending, always has been and always
will be. This is eternity. Let us have done with the
absurdity that eternity is a thing in which there is no time—
no duration. There is, of course, a contrast between the
transient and the eternal (2 Cor. 4: 18). But to contrast time
and eternity, so as to make the former imply duration and
the latter exclude it, is an unscriptural and an unreasonable
thing—nonsense.

Both reason and Scripture teach that God is eternal—
without beginning and without ending. That reason teaches
this is evident from the fact that it teaches that God is the
first cause, therefore causeless, and therefore eternal. Many
are the testimonials of the Bible on this subject. A few of
these we will quote: "The eternal God is thy refuge; and
underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deut. 33: 27);
"Neither can the number of His years be searched out” (Job
36: 26); "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel from everlasting
to everlasting™ (Ps. 41: 13); "Lord, thou hast been our
dwelling place in all generations ... even from everlasting
to everlasting Thou art God™ (Ps. 90: 1, 2); "Thy throne is
established of old; thou art from everlasting" (Ps. 93: 2);
"Thy years shall have no end" (Ps. 102: 27); "The High and
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity” (Is. 57: 15); "He is the
living God, and an everlasting King" (Jer. 10: 10); "Art
Thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God?" (Hab. 1: 12);
"The invisible things [attributes] of Him from the
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creation of the world are clearly seen ... His eternal power
and deity” (Rom. 1: 20); "Unto the King eternal ... the only
God" (1 Tim. 1: 17, A. R. V.); "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come ... who liveth
for ever and ever" (Rev. 4: 8, 9); "O Lord, which art, and
wast, and shalt be" (Rev. 16: 5). Thus we see that the
Scriptures teach that God is eternal—without beginning
and without ending. It affords Him abundance of time for
the display of His character and works throughout the
universe. This is indeed a sublime characteristic in God as a
being. It certainly calls for our appreciation, veneration,
adoration and worship.

Somewhat related to God's self-existence is another
attribute of His being—self-sufficiency. By God's self-
sufficiency is meant His independence from every person,
thing or condition, for His continued existence, happiness
and well-being. God is dependent on nothing, but
everything existing is dependent on Him for continued
existence. He needs nothing to support His existence. He
would have been happy and would have been in well-being,
had He never created anyone or anything. He is thus in and
of Himself sufficient for existence, happiness and well-
being. His reason for bringing creation into existence was
not His need of creation, but His desire to bless creatures.
His pleasure in dispensing blessing, and not any need of
others on His part was, therefore, His reason for His works
of creation. St. Paul testifies to this feature of God's being:
"Neither is He worshiped [served, prospered] with men's
hands, as though He needed anything, seeing He giveth to
all life and breath and all things" (Acts 17: 25). His
independence from man is expressed in a passage already
quoted which we will quote again because of its pertinency:
"If thou sinnest, what doest thou against Him? ... If thou be
righteous, what givest thou Him? or what receiveth He of
thy hand? Thy wickedness may hurt a man as
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thou art; and thy righteousness may profit a son of man"
(Job 35: 6-8). These Scriptures prove God's independence
from all persons, things and conditions. No person or
combination of persons, no thing or combination of things,
no condition or combination of conditions, can make Him
dependent in any sense. He maintains His self-sufficiency
with respect to all persons, things and conditions. Thus God
is absolutely free from dependence. He is in the highest
sense independent—He is self-sufficient. This does not
make Him proud, haughty or overbearing; but it does give
Him that freedom which is compatible with His nature,
position and attributes, and leaves Him the freedom to do
for others from favor and not from dependence, for their
good and not for His personal gain, for their ennoblement
and happiness and not from some need of His. This is, of
course, what we should expect in a great God, and certainly
draws out toward Him our devotion as we contemplate His
greatness as displayed in His self-sufficiency.

An attribute of God's being somewhat related to His
self-existence and self-sufficiency, is His immortality.
Immortality is a death-proof condition—a condition in
which death is impossible. It stands in contrast with
mortality, which signifies a condition in which death is
possible. Mortality does not mean a condition that must
result in, death, but a condition in which one can die—a
dieable condition. The fact that Adam died is surest proof
that he was not immortal, but that he was mortal. But while
mortal in His creation, he could have lived forever, which
he would have done had he continued to eat of the life-
preserving foods in Eden (Gen. 3: 22). So, too, Satan is
mortal, because he is some day to die (Heb. 2: 14; Is. 27: 1;
Gen. 3: 15; Rom. 16: 20). Hence we conclude that all
angels are mortal. The restitution class, though having
eternal life, will be mortal, as the human Jesus was. These
considerations prove that mortal beings must not
necessarily
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die. As a matter of fact, only Divine beings are immortal (1
Tim. 6: 16). It is for this reason that the Church as heirs of
the Divine nature (2 Pet. 1: 4) are promised immortality (1
Cor. 15: 53, 54). Jesus has given us a happy definition of
immortality—"life in Himself" (John 5: 26). Life in one's
self implies that one has a body that is dependent on
nothing for sustenance, i.e., a depository of an
inexhaustible supply of life, which can live under any and
every condition or under any and every combination of
conditions, from which nothing can separate life and
nothing can diminish life. God is the original depository of
such a life, and promised it first of all to Jesus on condition
of His faithfulness unto death (John 5: 26, 27); and has in
Christ promised it to the overcoming Church (1 John 3: 1,
2; 1 Tim. 6: 16; Phil. 3: 2; 1 Cor. 15: 53, 54; Rom. 2: 7).
But He has promised it to no one else.

That God is immortal several Scriptures prove. We will
quote a few of these: "As the Father hath life in Himself"
(John 5: 26); "Now to the King eternal, immortal ... the
only God" (1 Tim. 1: 17). This means that God cannot die.
We can die. It is rather easy to bring about the death of a
human being. By drowning, choking, bleeding, crushing,
striking, starving, burning, gassing, infecting, poisoning,
etc—, death can be inflicted on man. But nothing can be
done to God and nothing can be withheld from Him that
could cause His death. He can without the least discomfort
be in fire, under water, under the soil, outside of the
atmosphere, in exploding TNT, in extreme cold, in a
vacuum, or in any other condition. None of these things
could diminish His life or separate it from His body. He is
absolutely death-proof, and proof against the least
diminution of life—He is immortal, has "life in Himself."

Thus far we have considered seven of God's attributes of
being. The seven above discussed will surely help us better
to understand what a wonderful and
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great being God is. Their devout study greatly enhances our
appreciation of Him, and leads us to venerate Him as
worthy of the fullest adoration, praise and worship of our
hearts. The greatness of these attributes of being are in
varied details beyond our ability to grasp; but they all incite
us to stand in reverence and awe before Him who is infinite
and perfect in all His attributes. And the fact that this great
Being condescends to offer to fellowship with us and to
draw us to Him is the highest possible honor that could be
conferred upon us, and surely should stir us up to
reciprocate in the same spirit. "O come, let us worship and
bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker" (Ps. 95:
6); for it is comely so to do; and praise is fitting to the
upright.

We continue our study on God's attributes of being with
the discussion of God's invisibility, as an eighth quality of
His being. Invisibility means sight-proof,—the quality by
which it is impossible to be seen. When we say that God is
invisible, we do not mean that He cannot be seen by any
beings at all; for such a proposition would directly
contradict the Scripture wherein Jesus says of the saints'
guardian angels, "In heaven their angels do always behold
the face of My Father" (Matt. 18: 10). From this Scripture
we infer that all spirit beings can see God, who Himself is a
spirit. Therefore He is not invisible to all beings, i.e., He is
not invisible in the absolute sense of the word. To what
kind of creatures He is invisible we learn from a passage
which teaches that our Lord in His glorified body is
invisible. The passage in question is 1 Tim. 6: 16. In its
pertinent part it reads as follows: "whom no man hath seen,
nor can see." Hence God is invisible to animal beings, like
man and the lower creation. But some may object that this
passage treats of our Lord Jesus and not of God Himself,
and that therefore we should not infer from it that God is
invisible to animal beings including man. To this we reply
that the Bible
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teaches that our Lord's glorified body is the very image of
the Father's person (literally substance). Therefore if the
Son's body is invisible to all animal beings, certainly the
body of which it is the very image must also be invisible to
all animal beings, and thus to man.

Some, however, may object to our Lord's glorified body
as being invisible to man, on the ground that He appeared
to Saul of Tarsus on the way to Damascus. We agree that
Jesus did appear to Saul of Tarsus on the way to Damascus,
and by such appearance changed him from a persecutor to a
believer and apostle; but we deny that Saul saw our Lord's
glorified body. What he saw was a representation, a
"vision," of our Lord's body; for this he himself said was
the thing that he saw (Acts 26: 19). A vision is not the real
thing, but a representation of it. Thus when St. Peter saw
the sheet with all manners of beasts descending from
heaven, he saw a representation of Jews (the clean animals
of the vision) and Gentiles (the unclean animals of the
vision), not Jews and Gentiles themselves as such. When
St. Paul saw the man of Macedonia calling, "Come over
and help us,” he did not see a real Macedonian, but a
representation of one. Thus, too, St. John in Revelation saw
not real dragons, beasts, cities, etc., but representations of
them—uvisions of them. Thus in visions not the real things,
but representations of the real things are seen. Hence we
conclude that since St. Paul calls what he saw on the way to
Damascus a vision, he did not see our Lord's real body.
This we know to be a fact, because he himself spoke thus
of our glorified Lord: "whom no man hath seen, nor can
see" (1 Tim. 6: 16). He could not truthfully have said this,
had he actually seen our Lord's body. The thing that he
actually saw was the glory light that shines out of our
Lord's body as one of its inseparable qualities (Acts 26: 13-
18); and this light would most fittingly represent our Lord's
body, and therefore could be called Jesus with even greater
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pertinency than we call the communion bread the Lord's
body, because it represents His body. Thus the two
objections urged by some against God's invisibility fall to
the ground.

Accordingly we conclude that God, while not invisible
to spirit beings, is invisible to animal beings. The reason for
this is self-evident: natural eyes have not the qualities that
would enable them to see a spirit being. It requires a special
miracle on natural eyes even to enable them to see the light
that shines out of a spirit body, as the case of Saul proves;
and in the case of the highest order of spirit bodies—the
Divine bodies—even despite a miracle, the eyes are blinded
before they can penetrate through the dazzling light to the
body from which the light comes, as Saul's experience
proves. So great was Saul's consequent blindness that to
restore him thereafter to even imperfect sight a miracle was
necessary (Acts 9: 12, 17, 18). Paul's imperfect sight
thereafter seems to have been his famous thorn in the flesh
(2 Cor. 12: 7). Paul's experience in seeing the light shining
out from our Lord's body, coupled with the remark of
Jehovah, "no man can see Me [the light shining out of My
body, representing Me] and live,” implies that the light
shining out of God's body is even brighter than that which
shines out of our Lord's glorified body; for while the light
of the Latter's body did not kill, but only blinded Saul,
nobody could survive the sight of the light shining forth
from God's body (Ex. 33: 18, 20, 23). Notice, please, how
in Ex. 33: 18, 20, 23, the glory [the light shining out of
God's body] of the Lord is spoken of as Himself and His
face. This is because it is a representation of them. God's
majesty and our littleness are manifest from the Bible
doctrine of God's invisibility.

A Dbrief consideration of a few other Scriptures treating
on God's invisibility would be appropriate after the above
explanations of it. God's invisibility is implied in the
statement of Deut. 4: 15, "Ye [Israel]
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saw no manner of similitude on the day that Jehovah spake
unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire." Likewise
His invisibility is implied in the statement of His dwellings
in the thick darkness, in 1 Kings 8: 12: "The Lord said that
He would dwell in the thick darkness." Clearly man's
inability to see Him even while He is near man is set forth
in Job 9: 11: "Lo, He goeth by me, and I see Him not; He
passeth on also, but I perceive Him not." How realistically
this quality in God is described in Job 23: 8, 9: "Behold, |
go forward, but He is not seen; and backward, but I cannot
perceive Him; on the left hand, where He doth work, but I
cannot behold Him; He hideth Himself on the right hand,
that I cannot see Him." This is poetically stated in Ps. 18:
11 and 97: 2: "He made darkness His secret place; His
pavilion round about Him were dark waters and thick
clouds of the skies.” "Clouds and darkness are round about
Him." John states it literally as a matter of man's universal
experience (John 1: 18): "No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, He hath declared [revealed] Him [to our eyes of
understanding by His teachings]." Jesus, also, first states it
literally as a fact of Israel's universal experience (John 5:
37): "Ye have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen
His shape"; then He later states it as man's universal
experience (John 6: 46): "Not that any man hath seen the
Father, save He which is of God, He hath seen the Father."
St. Paul uses the very term of God in several passages: Col.
1: 15—"who [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature”; 1 Tim. 1: 17—"unto the King
... invisible, the only God [A.R.V.], be honor and glory for
ever and ever"; Heb. 11: 27—"he [Moses] endured, as
seeing Him who is invisible." These Scriptures one and all
prove God to have invisibility to animal creatures as one of
His attributes of being.



44 God.

The next attribute of God's being that will engage our
attention is His unity. By His unity we understand that
quality of God whereby He is one being, one individual,
and no more or less than one being. Though He has many
qualities of being and character, though He has divers
operations and manifestations, in each of them and in all of
them He is but one being, one individual—not many or
few, but only one. The Scriptures set forth this thought
most explicitly, both by direct statement and by direct
contrast, and also both positively and negatively. So
pointed are their expressions in these respects that they
leave no doubt in a sober and clear mind as to their
teaching on His unity. The reason that God has so greatly
stressed His unity of being, i.e., that He is an individual, is
the wide prevalence of polytheism in the world during and
since the days of the Bible. The religions of the heathen
world, ancient, medieval and modern, have all taught a
plurality of gods, emphasizing as supreme among these
three individuals, e.g., among the Romans: Jupiter, Neptune
and Pluto. Corresponding to these three under different
names are found three supreme gods in the Egyptian,
Babylonian, Indian, Chinese, Greek, Germanic, etc.,
religions. Desirous of preserving the Truth inviolate among
His people on the doctrine of the Supreme Being's unity,
God over and over again emphasizes the thought that He is
but one individual, and that in the sense in which He is God
there is no other. Thus God overthrows the heathen
doctrine that there are three co-equal, co-eternal and
consubstantial gods with a multitude of inferior gods.

Let us look at some of the most pointed of the Scriptures
teaching God's unity: The classic passage of them all is
Deut. 6: 4: "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord."
The following is a still more literal translation, and states
the thought still more clearly: "Hear, O Israel: Jehovah is
our God; Jehovah is one." Certainly this is a sublimely
simple statement
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of the unity of God. Let us hold it up in pointed
contradiction to heathen and heathenizing polytheism. How
direct and pointed is 1 Kings 8: 60 in its assertion of
Jehovah's sole deity: "That all the people of the earth may
know that Jehovah is God, and that there is none else.”
How mighty is God's protest against polytheism as false,
with its image representations of its deities, in Is. 42: 8: "I
am Jehovah [the self-existent one]; that is My name; and
My Glory [of supremacy] will I not give to another [god],
neither my praise to graven images." In the following
passage, John 17: 3, Jesus emphasizes with all-exclusive
and contrasted terms God's sole deity and Himself as the
supreme Messenger of this sole Deity: "This is [the purpose
of] life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true
[genuine, real] God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast
sent.” Notice, please, how in the following passage, 1 Cor.
8: 4-6, St. Paul stresses Jehovah's sole deity, and then how
he contrasts on the one hand the many heathen gods with
the one true God, and on the other hand the many heathen
lords with the one true Lord: "There is none other God but
one; for though there be that are called gods, whether in
heaven or in earth, as there be gods many and lords many;
but to us there is but one God, the Father, ... and one Lord,
Jesus Christ." Could we put the contrasts more pointedly
and tersely than is done by the Apostle in this passage?
Again the same Apostle stresses God's sole deity in Gal. 3:
20: "Now a mediator is not a mediator of one [i.e., if there
is only one person involved in a transaction, there can be no
such a thing as a person acting as mediator; for a mediator
implies that there are at least two other persons involved in
a transaction, between whom he acts as a mediator]; but
God is one [singular, not plural].” 1 Tim. 2: 5 is also to the
point: "There is one God [hence not more than one], and
one mediator between God and men." Here our Lord Jesus,
who is the Mediator
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of the New Covenant, is presented as the Mediator between
the one God and sinful man. In the following passage,
James 2: 19, we are commended, if we believe in the sole
deity of God: "Thou believest that there is one God; thou
doest well." Here also belong 1 Tim. 1: 17 (A. R. V.) and
Jude 25 (A. R. V.). The contrast between the only God and
one Lord Jesus is emphatic. The above Scriptures stress
mightily the teaching that there is but one God—Jehovah
supreme above all others, whom it is our privilege to make
supreme in our lives. To do this we must approach Him by
the only way of access to Him, Jesus Christ, His only
begotten Son, the Savior and Lord, by repentance toward
God, faith in our Lord Jesus and entire consecration to His
will. With those who so do, this only God enters into
covenant relations on lines of the Oath-bound Covenant
(Gen. 22: 16-18). And He gives them as one of their works
the privilege of vindicating His sole deity as against all
heathen and heathenizing beliefs in a plurality of Gods.

We are not to understand that the passages which call
the saints gods (Ps. 82: 6; John 10: 34) and the good and
bad angels gods (Ps. 8: 5; 97: 7; comp. Heb. 1. 6)
contradict the thought of God's sole deity. This will be clear
when we understand that the Hebrew word elohim and the
Greek word theoi, translated gods, and meaning mighty
ones, are applicable to any mighty one, be he man, angel,
our Lord, or God Himself. Thus these words, used in their
general sense, can apply to any mighty one; but when used
in their specific sense they apply to Jehovah alone, i.e., in
the sense in which He as the Supreme Being is God no one
else is God. Thus there is perfect harmony between the
doctrine that Jehovah, the Supreme Being, alone is God and
is but one, and the Scriptural teaching that there are many
gods in the sense of mighty beings. It is for this reason that
the deities of the heathen are Scripturally called gods,
mighty ones, for they as the
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demons, the fallen angels, are indeed mighty (Deut. 32: 16,
17; 1 Cor. 10: 20; 8: 5). Our investigation thus proves that
God is one and not more than one being or individual. Him
we delight to serve.

The next attribute of being in God to engage our
attention is His omnipotence. Omnipotence has been
defined as the ability to do anything. Such a definition is,
we think, too broad; for the Scriptures clearly teach that
there are some things that God cannot do, e.g., He cannot
lie (Heb. 6: 18); He cannot deny Himself (2 Tim. 2: 13); He
cannot commit, nor favor, nor be tempted to sin (Hab. 1:
13; Jas. 1: 13). In a word, God cannot do anything contrary
to His character. So also it would be untrue to say that God
can unmake a past event, i.e., make an accomplished fact
unfactual; though He can prevent any event from occurring,
or neutralize its effects after it has occurred, but once it has
occurred, He cannot make it not a fact. These illustrations
prove that it is wrong to define God's omnipotence as His
ability to do anything. Nor do the Scriptures so define it.
The nearest definition of God's omnipotence given us in the
Bible is the following, found in Ps. 115: 3: "Our God is in
the heavens; He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased”
(See also Ps. 135: 6). This passage teaches that God can do
anything that He desires. The reason that He cannot
commit, nor favor, nor be tempted to sin, cannot lie and
cannot deny Himself, is that He does not desire to do these
things. His character so loves righteousness and hates
wrong that he cannot desire to do these things. Knowing
the end from the beginning, He would not wait until an
undesired event had occurred, when it would be impossible
to make it a nonevent; He would beforehand have
prevented its occurrence, were it unwanted by Him. In view
of these facts we would therefore define God's
omnipotence as His ability to do anything that He desires to
do. No power or combination of powers, be they ever so
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strong, can prevent His carrying out His determinations,
even as He has said: "My counsel shall stand, and | will do
all My pleasure. | have spoken it, | will also bring it to
pass; | have purposed it, I will also do it" (Is. 46: 10, 11;
see also Job 23: 13, 14). "There is none that can deliver out
of My hand; I will work, and who shall let [prevent] it?"
(Is. 43: 13). In the light of the foregoing definitions, we are
to understand the passages which say that God can do
everything and that nothing is impossible with Him to
imply the limitation expressed in the clause, "that He
desires to do." Thus this clause should be understood as
occurring in Job 42: 2 "Thou canst do everything [that
Thou desirest]"; in Matt. 19: 26: "With God all things [that
He desires to do] are possible”; and in Luke 1: 37: "For
with God nothing [that He desires to do] is impossible.”

Having seen what is meant by God's omnipotence or
almightiness, let us look at some more passages that prove
that this is one of His attributes of being, and that it is
active in His marvelous works and ways. He calls Himself
almighty in Gen. 17: 1: "I am the Almighty God." Gen. 18:
14 affirms that nothing that He desires to do is beyond His
ability to do. "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" That He
has had and will always have such power is affirmed in Is.
26: 4: "In the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." So,
too, is God's omnipotence, almightiness, expressly affirmed
in Rev. 19: 6 and 21: 22. His power is not taxed in the least
in His greatest conflicts with His enemies (Ex. 15: 6-12). It
will never shrink to proportions disabling Him from
accomplishing His ends (Num. 11: 23). No one can reverse
His purpose (Num. 23: 20). It is greater by far than the
combined power of all others (Deut. 3: 24). His might
causes all to tremble (Deut. 7: 27). He has the power of life
and death, from whom as such none can deliver, and who
will undo all His enemies (Deut. 32: 39; 1 Sam. 2: 6, 7, 10).
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His power is the support of His people (Deut. 33: 27). It
will become manifest in due time as such to all people
(Josh. 4: 24). It does not depend upon others for successful
exercise (1 Sam. 14: 6; 2 Chro. 14: 11). His omnipotence
extends to all His creatures (1 Chro. 29: 11, 12; Dan. 4: 35).
It is backed by His knowledge, especially in its exercise on
behalf of the good (2 Chro. 16: 9; Dan. 3: 17; 6: 27). None
are able successfully to resist Him (2 Chro. 20: 6; Ps. 66: 3;
Job 11: 10; 12: 14; Is. 27: 4; 31: 3). It is generally used to
help and bless. (2 Chro. 25: 8, 9). It blesses the good and
punishes the evil (Ezra 8: 22; Luke 1: 49-51). Its sphere of
sway is as boundless as the universe (Jer. 32: 17, 27; 10:
12, 13; 5: 22; Is. 51: 10; 50: 2, 3; 48: 13; 40: 12, 22, 24, 26,
28; Prov. 30: 4; Ps. 148: 5, 8; 147: 5, 16, 18; 29: 3-6; 46: 6;
65: 6, 7; 68: 33; 74: 13, 15; 77: 14-18; Job 9: 4-7, 10, 12,
13). Man under the curse is impotent in His hand (Job 14:
20). He can make any change desired by Him, even if not
understood by us (Job 26: 11, 14; 38: 8, 11; Ps. 104: 7, 9,
29-32; 78: 26; 89: 8, 9, 13; 97: 3-5). In power none are
comparable with Him (Job 40: 9; 41: 10, 11). His own
strength exalts and brings credit to Him (Ps. 21: 13; 106: 8;
118: 16; 145: 6; Is. 63: 12). His enemies are certain of
ultimate defeat (Ps. 76: 6, 7; Nah. 1: 3-6; Joel 2: 11; 3: 16;
Is. 17: 13; 19: 1; 23: 11, 33: 3, 13; Jer. 20: 11; Heb. 3: 6, 9-
11, 15). His might brings to pass all His plans (Is. 14: 24,
27). He is able to destroy both soul and body (Matt. 10: 28;
Jas. 4: 12). It prevails over demons (Luke 11: 20). It fulfils
His promises (Rom. 4: 21). It has raised and will raise up
the dead (1 Cor. 6: 14). It enables Christians to live aright
(Eph. 1: 19, 20; 3: 20; 1 Pet. 1: 5). Surely God's power is
marvelous in itself and in its works.

Let us pause awhile and meditate upon God's main
works as expressions of His almighty power. One of His
greatest works is the universe in its creation and
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preservation. It is boundless in its stretch, and contains
countless numbers of planetary systems, of which many
billions have by the aid of the telescope been brought under
man's survey; but in the illimitable realms of space there
are doubtless many times more than those already
discovered. Each of these planetary systems has its own
sun; and if we should compute each of them as having as
many planets and moons as our planetary system—the solar
system—our minds would simply recoil upon themselves at
the incomprehensible result! How do we know that there
are such systems not yet brought into view by the most
powerful telescopes? The infinity of the universe and the
requirements of the laws of nature—gravity, attraction,
repulsion, centrifugal and centripetal forces—presuppose
their existence in the endless fields of space to keep the
universe in order in its mighty procession of the solar
systems and in the harmonious movements of each planet
of each solar system. The creation and orderly preservation
of the universe is therefore one of the sublimest expressions
of God's almightiness, as well as one of its surest proofs.
Most eloquently and sublimely do the Scriptures cite the
universe in these features as expressions and proofs of
God's omnipotence. Even if it took ages for its creation,
and the laws of nature for its realization, it is no less an
expression of omnipotence; because omnipotence used the
laws of nature merely as its methods of operation. Animate
nature, as well as inanimate nature, tells the same story.
Certainly God's power is manifest in the creation and
preservation of man as the king of the earth, as well as of
the lower earthly creatures as the subjects of this king. Yea,
higher orders of beings than the earthly beings, i.e., the
heavenly hosts—principalities and powers, thrones and
dominions, cherubim and seraphim, angels and the
Archangel Himself—are greater expressions of God's
power than are the earthly creatures.
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Many, too, are the expressions of God's power in the
history of His plan, connected with the permission of evil
among mankind in general and among His people in
particular. Overruling the permission of evil for preparing
His people in character development unto everlasting life
and holy rulership, and for teaching the rest of mankind the
hatefulness of sin and the desirability of hating and
avoiding it, is from one standpoint an impressive display of
God's power. Preserving the watery canopy intact until the
time of Noah and then letting it drop under circumstances
destructive to the wicked and preservative to the righteous
display God's great power. Confusing the languages of
mankind at Babel showed His power. Destroying the
wicked and the cities of the plain, but in Lot and his family
preserving the righteous, are further manifestations of
God's omnipotence. Inflicting ten plagues upon Egypt,
including the destruction of its firstborn of man and beast,
overthrowing its army in the return of the cleft sea and
sparing lIsrael's firstborn of man and beast, and then the
whole nation in the cleft sea, are marked evidences of
Jehovah's power, as were also His preserving Israel in the
waste, howling wilderness by miraculous manna and water,
and His drying up the Jordan for the passage of Israel into
Canaan. The overthrow of the hosts of Midian and Assyria
demonstrated afresh His almightiness. The carnation,
resurrection and glorification of His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, again evidences the activities of His power. The
begettal, development and preservation of His Church,
amid Satanic attacks throughout the Gospel Age unto our
day, bring again to our view the omnipotence of Jehovah.

But the Divine program is not yet finished. It involves
through the Christ the future destruction of Satan's empire,
including every oppressive government, false religious
system, predatory aristocratic and capitalistic organization,
as well as every other evil
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and selfish institution, the complete binding of Satan and
his fallen angels, their removal from earth's atmosphere
and their imprisonment during the Millennium, the
resurrection of all the just, the awakening of the unjust, the
establishment of God's kingdom throughout the earth, the
destruction of all conditions conducive to evil, the
construction of conditions conducive to righteousness,
turning the earth into Paradise, lifting up Adam's lost race
through obedience to the original perfection, restitution,
loosing Satan and the fallen angels for a final test of
mankind, the preservation of the faithful in everlasting life
on this earth, the destruction of Satan and wicked angels
and men at the end of the little season following the
Millennium, and the filling of the earth with the glory of
God. Surely these marvelous features of God's plan still to
be carried into fulfillment will one and all be, among other
things, remarkable exhibitions of God's wonderful
power—His omnipotence!

And what shall we say more? Shall God's power then
become quiescent? Nay, verily! With the end of the
Millennium His great rest day of 7000 years from Creation
ends. Other creations are therefore to follow the completion
of the earthly creation at the hands of the Christ in the
Millennium, the last seventh of God's day of rest from His
work of creation. So far as we know, the only heavenly
bodies hitherto inhabited are God's and the angels' abode—
Alcyone of the Pleiades—and this earth. If God will see to
it that this earth in becoming the eternal and perfect abode
of our perfected race will not have been created in vain, He
will also likewise see to it that other planets will be
inhabited by perfect creatures; for why should He have
brought the many planetary systems into existence, unless
they are to be inhabited? If to prevent the earth's being
created in vain it was peopled, we should expect the other
planets also to become inhabited, lest their creation should
be in vain. The Christ will be God's
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heirs (Rom. 8: 16, 17), and therefore will inherit the whole
universe, even as Jesus, the Head of the Christ, inherited it
at His glorification (Heb. 1: 2-4), and will at His Bride's
glorification share His inheritance with her (Rom. 8: 16—
18; Rev. 3: 21). After they perfect the earth and the human
race as the first part of their inheritance so treated, we may
feel certain that they will proceed to the development of the
rest of their inheritance—the universe—as their eternal
work; for it is written: "Of the increase of His government
and of peace there shall be no end” (Is. 9: 7). This increase
would seem to imply the bringing of new orders of beings
into existence. Such creative work is implied in St. Paul's
statement in Eph. 2: 7 as a part of God's great favor to the
Church. That God loves diversity is manifest in His
creatures. From this fact we may certainly assume that He
will see to the creation of many different orders of beings.
This would also be required by the varying climatic
conditions, e.g., in the various planets of our solar system;
for the climate of its planets must greatly differ, depending
on their distance from the sun. This would require
organisms quite different from ours; for our bodies would
burn up on some, and freeze on other planets of our solar
system. Hence we may safely assume that the new
creations will display great differences in their natures and
qualities. To bring into existence and to perfection the
inhabitants of countless planets, which will all be made
perfect abodes for their inhabitants, would be an impressive
demonstration of God's omnipotence, as well as of other
attributes of God. Surely in His power God is a most
marvelous Being; and by it He certainly calls forth our
admiration, appreciation, worship and praise. Yea, unto
Him be ascribed power omnipotent, eternal and beneficent!

In our discussion of God's attributes of being we now
come to a consideration of His omniscience. Omniscience
means knowledge of all things; therefore
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when we speak of God's being omniscient, we mean that
He knows all things. This implies three things: that
perfectly and completely He perceives all things,
remembers all things and reasons out all things. Man
having been in his perfection, among other things, an
intellectual image of God, and fallen man having all the
mental faculties of perfect man, though impaired and
imperfect, we can from our knowledge of man's mental
powers infer what God's mental faculties are. Thus God's
mentality in its perceptive powers has the aptitude to
calculation, order, color, weight, size, form, detail, time,
place, music, construction, beauty, sublimity, intuition, etc.,
with all their implications. As avenues of perceiving such
things He has not only what corresponds to our five
senses—sight, hearing, smelling, tasting and feeling; but
what we do not have—intuitive knowledge. These powers
enable Him to perceive everything past, present and future.
Further, God's mentality in its reproductive powers has the
aptitude of remembering all things that He has perceived.
God's mentality in its reasoning powers has the aptitude of
drawing inductions and deductions, i.e., reasoning from
some particulars to general conclusions and from general
conclusions to the details, as it also has the powers of
drawing conclusions as to contingencies. God's mentality in
its imaginative powers, which result from the co-operation
of the above three powers—perception, reproduction and
reasoning, has the aptitude of inventing ideas realizable in
plans and creations. And all of these intellectual powers are
infinite in their capacities, infallible in their uses and
perfect in their development. This is omniscience.

Man has gained knowledge in some intellectual
departments, such as science, invention, philosophy,
history, art, religion, philology, sociology, mathematics,
etc. Each of these departments of knowledge in turn has
many subdivisions, e.g., science has, among others, the
following branches: cosmology, astronomy, geology,
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chemistry, medicine, physics, geography, botany, zoology,
anthropology, etc. But even the most learned of men, or all
of them combined, do not know all that is knowable in any
one of the subdivisions of the above general departments of
knowledge. Doubtless as time goes on, especially in the
ages following the Millennium, man's knowledge will
continue greatly to increase in all departments of learning.
But never will he learn all the knowable in any of them.
But God knows everything in every department of
knowledge. Not only so, but He knows every probability
and possibility in them. Not a thing, not a principle, not a
possibility, not a probability, e.g., in cosmology,
astronomy, geology, geography, chemistry, physics,
biology, sociology, physiology, etc., is unknown to Him.
He is as familiar with what is in the ocean's depths and in
the earth's center as on their surfaces. He knows as
intimately the boundless universe as His own court.
Nothing escapes His sight, nothing misses His attention,
and nothing leaves or passes beyond His ken. The most
difficult problems, conditions and secrets are an open book
to Him. Every law of nature, every electron of matter, and
every nook in space or substance He knows. "All things are
naked [manifest, clear] in the sight of Him with whom we
have to do."”

It is His omniscience that enabled Him to plan the
universe and all its creatures. His perfect knowledge of
substances—both spiritual and material—enabled Him to
arrange for a universe of such intricacy as is His. His
knowledge of the laws of gravitation, adhesion, attraction,
repulsion, relativity, centripetal and centrifugal forces, heat,
cold, light, darkness, electricity, life, mathematics, etc.,
were used in the creation of the world and have been and
are being used in its preservation and operation. Organic as
well as inorganic nature, and material as well as spiritual
nature, display His marvelous knowledge in inorganic
matter and in the vegetable, animal and spiritual kingdoms.
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The use of His knowledge in practical forms in making,
preserving and operating His creatures in the inorganic,
organic and spiritual kingdoms, displays intelligence that
transcends our comprehension, in the presence of which we
must bow down and adore. His knowledge of sin, evil,
human and spiritual beings, moral and religious laws,
diagnosis of, and remedy for fallen man and angels, are
further remarkable displays of Jehovah's knowledge. There
are secrets of knowledge hidden now from us that are by
far greater than those open to us. When we consider the
Biblical promise of further creations and developments in
the universe, we are brought into the expectation of realms
of knowledge transcending our greatest flights of
imagination. And when we consider that all this future
knowledge, as well as the knowledge of the past, present
and future things, principles and beings, are in Jehovah's
grasp, we see He is omniscient.

The Bible in very many of its passages points out God's
knowledge—omniscience. It shows this from many
standpoints. It states this as a fact in general, and then gives
a great many particulars on it. Thus in a general way His
knowledge, omniscience, is set forth apart from details (Job
12: 13, 22; 21: 22; 36: 4; 37 16; Ps. 147: 5; Is. 29: 15, 16;
40: 13, 14, 26-28; Jer. 10: 17; 23: 24; Rom. 11: 33; 1 Cor.
1:25; 1 Tim. 1: 17; Heb. 4: 13; 1 John 3: 20). He knows all
about His people, His enemies and all other people (Gen.
16: 13; Ex. 3: 7; Num. 14: 27; Deut. 2: 7; 2 Sam. 7: 20; 2
Kings 19: 27; Job 23: 10; 31: 4; Ps. 1: 6; 33: 13-15; 66: 7;
69: 19; Prov. 5: 21; Jer. 32: 19). He knows the minds and
hearts of all people (Deut. 31: 21; 1 Sam. 2: 3; 16: 7; 1
Kings 8: 39; 1 Chro. 28: 9; 29: 17; Job 42: 2; Ps. 7: 9; 11:
4; 38:9; 44: 21; 94: 11, 139: 1-4, 6, 12-16; Prov. 15: 3, 11,
16: 2; 17: 3; 24: 12; Is. 66: 18; Jer. 11: 20; 17: 10; 20: 12;
Ezek. 11: 5; Amos 4: 13; Luke 16: 15; Acts 15: 8; Rom. 8:
27; 1 Thes. 2: 4). He especially knows those who are His (2
Chro. 16: 9;
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Ps. 37: 18; 103: 14; 119: 168; 142: 3; Matt. 6: 4, 8, 18, 32;
10: 29, 30; 1 Cor. 8: 3; Eph. 1: 8; 2 Tim. 2: 19). He also
knows the evils of the wicked (Neh. 9: 10; Job 11: 11;
Amos 9: 2-4; 1 Cor. 3: 20). He sees every detail in heaven
and earth (Job 28: 10, 24; Jer. 23: 24). His thoughts and
works are deep and great (Ps. 92: 5; 104: 24; 136: 5; 147: 4;
Prov. 3: 19, 20; Jer. 51: 15). His knowledge embraces the
future (Job 24: 1; Is. 42: 9; 44: 7; 45: 4; 46: 10; 48: 5, 6;
Dan. 2: 20, 22, 28; Matt. 24: 36; Acts 15: 18; Rom. 8: 29; 1
Pet. 1: 2). Thus we see that the Bible teaches God's
omniscience in general and in particular terms.
Summarizing, we would say that God's omniscience means
that He knows everything that He desires to know.

The thought of His omniscience should teach us
humility, as in contrast we see how little we know. It
should teach us confidence in, and submission to His
thoughts and works as infallible, as against ours which are
fallible. It should teach us hope for Truth from Him who
gives us as liberally of His knowledge as we will accept it.
It should teach us appreciation of Him as knowing all
things. And it should teach us adoration of Him as being so
great in His knowledge.

God's omnipresence is the next of Jehovah's attributes of
being to engage our attention. On this subject great
misunderstanding reigns among not a few people. Some,
those who consider God as simply a great mind and not as a
Being having a body, think of God from the standpoint of
omnipresence as a mind that is so spread out as to be in
every locality, in every inch of space, yea, in every atom in
the universe. Some, who consider Him as having both a
mind and a body, hold that His body is so spread out as to
be in every locality, in every inch of space, yea, in every
atom of the universe,—which is their idea of God's
omnipresence. Such views are certainly unbiblical and
nonsensical. They contradict the many Scriptures that teach
that God's abode is in heaven (1 Kings 8: 30, 32, 34,
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36, 39, 43, 45)—seemingly in Alcyone, one of the Pleiades
(Job 38: 31). There is nothing in the Scriptures that teaches
directly or indirectly that God, as a mind, or in His body, is
spread out throughout all space and substance. This view of
His omnipresence is evidently an invention of Satan,
palmed off to dupe the thoughtless, to perplex the devout
and to repel the thoughtful. Not a little impetus has such a
view of God's omnipresence given to atheism, pantheism,
materialism and agnosticism. All the Scriptures that treat of
God's omnipresence refer to the operation of His qualities
throughout the universe, and not to a bodily presence of
Himself pervading everything.

Let us see what is meant by God's omnipresence from
the standpoint of the operation of His powers and qualities
throughout the universe, both in its space and in its
substances. We speak of everything that we see as being in
our presence. Thus God's sight of all things brings them
into His presence. Hence the boundless universe
everywhere is in His presence, being embraced within the
compass of His sight. Further, His power laying hold on
everything in the universe, through operating toward it any
law and force of nature that He desires, makes Him work
everywhere. Again, God has such powers of hearing that
every sound in the universe can be heard by Him as made
in His presence. His sense of smelling is so delicate that
every scent can be taken in by Him. So with His sense of
feeling and tasting. Some of man's inventions help us to see
the probability and reasonableness of these things. A
powerful telescope brings into the range of our sight much
of the universe. A powerful microscope makes molecules,
but not atoms, visible to us. The radio enables us to hear
voices from the other side of the world. Telephones enable
us to carry on conversations across continents and oceans.
Pressure on a button enables one by wire or cable to
operate machines on the other side of the earth. The
Millikan
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ray—of fifty-fold greater potency than the X-ray—enables
one to see through the most solid substances. God has in
His eyes measurelessly greater powers of sight than the
telescope, microscope and Millikan rays can give our eyes.
God's ears and voice have infinitely greater powers than the
radio and telephone can give our ears and voices. God's
power and knowledge enable Him to operate the forces and
laws of nature at infinitely greater distances than electricity
brought under our control through proper means of contact
enable us to do at a distance. Thus the vastly increased
scope given to man's powers through inventions give us a
faint idea of the infinite powers that God has inherently in
His faculties, and thus enable us to see what the Scriptures
mean when they speak of God's omnipresence. Thus God's
powers and qualities enable Him to know and do
throughout the universe just the same as though He were
bodily present everywhere. Thus God's omnipresence
means, not the stretching of Him as a mind or His body or
both throughout every nook and corner of the universe and
its substances, but the operation of His powers and qualities
everywhere.

If we examine the Scriptures that treat of God's
omnipresence, we will find that they teach such an
omnipresence as we have described. Jacob, for instance,
having in a dream at Bethel seen a ladder extending from
heaven to earth, angels ascending and descending thereon
and God standing at its top in heaven speaking to him, by
his vision, sight and statement, "Surely the Lord is in this
place and | knew it not" (Gen. 28: 16), shows that God was
locally in heaven, for that is where Jacob in vision saw
Him, but that by His voice and promise heard by Jacob He
was at Bethel. Repeatedly the Bible teaches that God was
not locally at a certain place, e.g., in any of the three
temples that the Jews built for Him (1 Kings 8: 27; Acts 7:
48, 49). The former one of these citations we will quote and
briefly explain in brackets: "Will God
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indeed dwell on earth? [the form of the question implies a
negative answer, which disproves a bodily omnipresence.]
Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot
contain Thee [Thou in the activities of Thy powers and
qualities canst not be restricted to the heavens], how much
less this house that | have builded [can be the total sphere
of the activity of Thy powers and qualities]?" The entire
passage shows that this earth is unfitted to be the home of
S0 great a Being, whose powers and qualities could not be
limited to the heavens themselves, let alone to the temple at
Jerusalem. This passage certainly disproves a bodily
omnipresence of God, but does teach an omnipresence of
the operation of His powers and qualities. The real
omnipresence of God as one consisting in the operation of
His powers and qualities is beautifully brought out in Ps.
139: 3, 5, 7-10: "Thou compassest [by Thy powers working
providentially on my behalf] my path and my lying down.
Thou hast beset me behind and before [by Thy protection],
and laid Thy hand [God's hand symbolizes His power]
upon me. Whither shall 1 go from Thy spirit [power,
qualities]? or whither shall 1 flee from Thy presence
[sight]? If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there [by Thy
works of glorification]; if 1 make my bed in hell [sheol,
oblivion], behold, Thou are there [by Thy power to deliver
in the resurrection]. If | take the wings [beams] of the
morning [the place of the rising sun, the east], and dwell in
the uttermost parts of the sea [the Mediterranean Sea was
west of Palestine, the west; hence, if he would be anywhere
on earth], even there shall Thy hand [power] lead me, and
Thy right hand [chief power and favor] shall hold me [in
safety]." In this passage the operation of God's powers and
qualities on behalf of His people is most beautifully
described, and shows that His omnipresence is one of
powers and qualities, and not one of body or of a mind or
both extended throughout space.
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Another passage that proves the same thing is Jer. 23:
23, 24: "Am | a God [a powerful one; for the word God
means a powerful one] at hand, and not a God [a powerful
one] afar off? [Can | exercise My powers and qualities as a
powerful one only near My body and not far off from it?
This is a clear proof that God's body is limited to but one
certain place at one time.] Can any hide himself in secret
places that | shall not see him? saith the Lord. [Even if | am
in body limited to a certain one place at a time, |
nevertheless have powers and qualities that enable me to
see everyone and everything everywhere.] Do not | fill
[with the operation of My powers and qualities] heaven and
earth? saith the Lord.” This passage clearly proves that God
works not only near to Himself, but far away from Himself.
Therefore it proves that He is not omnipresent in body, but
in the operation of His powers and qualities; for if His body
would be everywhere, everything would be at His hand—
near Him—and nothing would be far away from Him.
Another passage (Matt. 28: 20): "Lo, | am with you alway,
even unto the end of the Age,” gives us the viewpoint of
God's being with His people, not locally, but
sympathetically, helpfully, protectively, etc.; for Jesus was
not on earth locally throughout the Gospel Age, but in
heaven (Acts 3: 21). So God is with us not locally, but by
the operation of His powers and qualities. This thought is
very manifest from Acts 17: 24, 27, 28: "God, that made
the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of
heaven and earth [ruler of heaven and earth, which He rules
not in bodily presence everywhere, even as earthly rulers
do not so rule their dominions, but by His power, authority,
etc., extending everywhere, even as earthly rulers govern
their dominions by their power, authority, etc., extending
throughout their dominions], dwelleth not in temples made
with hands [but in His abode in heaven, hence is not
present bodily everywhere]
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... That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel
after Him, and find Him, though He be not far [in spirit, not
in body] from everyone of us; for in Him [the Greek here
means by, not in, i.e., by His power, kindness and love] we
live, and move, and have our being." This passage denies
an omnipresence of God's body or of Him as consisting of a
great mind. Like all others it teaches His omnipresence in
the operation of His powers and qualities.

Thus we have examined the Scriptures that teach God's
omnipresence, and find that none of them teaches an
omnipresence of God's body or of Him as a great mind; but
of Him in the operation of His powers and qualities. Thus
the Scriptures are self-harmonious on this subject and teach
a reasonable view of the matter, even as within the scope of
our limited observation we know it to be true as a matter of
experience.

God's supremacy is another attribute of Jehovah's being.
By God's supremacy we understand especially two things
to be meant: (1) in person, character, plan and works He is
incomparably superior to all other beings, not even
excepting our Lord Jesus; and (2) all beings and things are,
or ought to be and finally will be, subject to Him—
whosoever finally refuses such subjection will ultimately
be annihilated. God's supremacy, then, in the first place
means that in person, character, plan and works, God is
incomparably superior to all other beings, not even
excepting our Lord Jesus. This implies that in existence He
is the greatest, and in fact is the only being not created—
having always been. Again, in attributes of being He is the
greatest. Again, in all attributes of good character,
especially in wisdom, power, justice and love, He is the
greatest. Furthermore, His plans, embracing as they do all
the universe and its creatures, past, present and future, are
the greatest. Finally, His works—creative, providential,
redemptive, instructional, justifying, sanctifying and
delivering, are the greatest.
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Thus God is supreme in His being, character, plans and
works—incomparably superior to all other beings in these
respects. Thus, too, He is supreme in the sense of having
had or having or being about to have authority and power
over all other beings. His supremacy was acknowledged by
every creature in heaven, until Lucifer rebelled and later led
off some of the angels from subjection to God. But even
these must submit to the metes and bounds that God has
appointed to them. So, too, mankind is also in rebellion
against God, yet is subject to the metes and bounds placed
by God upon it under the curse. Some of mankind and
some of the fallen angels are now subjecting themselves
willingly to God, thus in their lives acknowledging God's
supremacy. Later those people who did not in this life have
the opportunity of making God supreme in their lives will
be given an opportunity to do so. Many will avail
themselves fruitfully of that opportunity, and will in the
Ages to come eternally make God supreme in their lives.
All others—human and angelic—who refuse so to do will
be annihilated, and as a result God's supremacy will be
acknowledged in motive, thought, word and act, by every
living being, those who never ceased therefrom, as well as
those who ceased temporarily therefrom and later complied
therewith.

God's supremacy in His person and attributes of being is
manifest from the passages that we have quoted on these
subjects thus far, in this chapter. His supremacy in person,
character, plan and works will be seen in the Scriptures to
be quoted when we treat of those subjects in other
connections. Here we give only in general ways Scriptural
proof of His supremacy. This is manifest from a variety of
standpoints: (1) His ownership of everything (Gen. 14: 19;
1 Chro. 29: 11; Ps. 50: 10; Ezek. 18: 4; Rev. 4: 11); (2) His
control of nature (Job 38: 33; Jer. 31: 35; 33: 25); (3) His
giving laws to all (Ex. 20: 2; Is. 33: 22;
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Matt. 4: 10; 22: 37); (4) His trying men (Deut. 13: 1; Job 2:
6; 1 Cor. 11: 19); (5) His bestowal of favor (Rom. 9: 22; 2
Tim. 2: 25); (6) His disposing of men's lives (Gen. 22: 2; 1
Sam. 16: 3); (7) His judging men, nations and angels (Dan.
4. 17; Rom. 12: 19; 1 Cor. 6: 3; Rev. 11: 18). The
Scriptures prove that He is supreme even over our Lord
Jesus (John 10: 20; 14: 28; 1 Cor. 3: 23; 11: 3; 15: 24, 27,
28; Phil. 2: 6; Eph. 1: 17; 1 Pet. 1: 3; Ps. 45: 6, 7, compare
with Heb. 1: 8, 9). The Scriptures prove that ultimately God
will be honored as supreme (1 Cor. 15: 28; Phil. 2: 9-11;
Rev. 5: 12, 13; 19: 6; Deut. 10: 14, 17; Ps. 47: 2, 3, 7, 8;
83: 18; 97: 9; 145: 11-13; Rom. 14: 11). Thus Jehovah's
supremacy is a Scriptural teaching.

The final attribute of God's being that we will consider
is His unfathomableness. By this we mean that quality of
God's being which makes Him impossible of being fully
comprehended in all the details of His being, attributes,
thoughts and works by any of His creatures. Of course God
fully comprehends Himself in every detail of His being,
attributes, thoughts and works. And those of His intelligent
creatures who are in harmony with Him comprehend some
of the things of His being, attributes, thoughts and works.
For example, our study of his existence and attributes of
His being have made clear some of their features to us. But
other features of these we cannot fully grasp. Among other
things this is manifest in the matter of His being without a
beginning. While reasoning from second causes to the First
Cause we saw that God has to be without beginning,
because of His being uncaused; yet we cannot grasp how it
can be so. The argument from effect to cause proves to our
reason that it is a fact that He is without beginning; but
neither it nor anything else explains to our reason how He
can be without a beginning. It is our inability to reason out
all things connected with His existence as
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being without a beginning that makes Him unfathomable to
us in certain respects of His existence. Thus His past
eternity is not fully comprehensible to us. This same
unfathomableness we find in almost all of His other
attributes of being, His unity, supremacy and
unfathomableness being perhaps the only exceptions. Thus
while we see the reasonableness of His having a body, yet
we cannot fully comprehend the kind of a body that He has.
Nor can we fully comprehend His spirituality, self-
existence, self-sufficiency, immortality, omnipotence,
omniscience, omnipresence, invisibility, etc., though we are
able to understand the fact of these qualities and
comprehend some features of them. Our being images of
God gives us the power partially to comprehend Him in His
being, attributes, thoughts and works; but our being finite—
limited—and His being infinite—unlimited—yprevents us
from fully comprehending God in all the details of His
being, attributes, thoughts and works. Experience proves
that the Scriptures are certainly true when they teach that
none of God's creatures can fathom Him.

That there are some things in God unfathomable by us is
taught in Biblical statements like the following: "The secret
things belong unto the Lord our God; but those things that
are revealed belong unto us" (Deut. 29: 29); "God ... doeth
great things and unsearchable [unfathomable]” (Job 5: 8,
9); "Canst thou by searching find out [fully comprehend]
God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?"
(Job 11: 7); "Lo, these are parts of His ways [we can
comprehend some features of Him]; but how little a portion
is heard [understood] of Him. But the thunder of His power
who can understand?" (Job 26: 14); "Behold, God is great,
and we know [fully comprehend] Him not; neither can the
number of His years be searched out [His eternity cannot be
fully comprehended by us]" (Job 36: 26); "Great things
doeth He, which we cannot comprehend. ... Touching
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the Almighty, we cannot [fully] find Him out" (Job 37: 5,
23); "Such knowledge [of Jehovah's secret things] is too
wonderful for me; it is high, | cannot attain unto it" (Ps.
139: 6); "His greatness is unsearchable” (Ps. 145: 3); "Thou
knowest not [fully] the works of God who maketh all”
(Eccl. 11: 5); "There is no searching [fathoming] of His
understanding” (Is. 40: 28); "O the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
[unfathomable] are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out! For who hath known [fully comprehended] the
mind of the Lord? or who hath been His counsellor?"
(Rom. 11: 33, 34). These Scriptures, teaching our inability
to fathom God, arouse us to appreciate, reverence, adore
and worship the Unfathomable One.

And surely our consideration of the fourteen chief
attributes of God's being should enhance Him in our
appreciation and should prompt us to trust, reverence, love,
adore and worship Him as altogether worthy. O! How great
our God is in His attributes of being! Truly the acme of
complete excellence meets perfectly and supremely in Him,
and in Him alone, for which be ascribed unto Him all glory,
praise and adoration!

The heav'ns declare Thy glory, Lord;
Through all the realms of boundless space
The soaring mind may roam abroad,
And there Thy power and wisdom trace.

Author of Nature's wondrous laws,
Preserver of its glorious grace,

We hail Thee as the great First Cause,
And here delight Thy ways to trace.



CHAPTER III.

THE ELEMENTS AND THE HIGHER
PRIMARY GRACES OF GOD'S CHARACTER.

RIGHTEOUS ATTITUDE TOWARD EVIL. HOLY AFFECTIONS. THE
GRACES. STRENGTH. DOMINANCE OF HIS HIGHER PRIMARY
GRACES. BALANCE. CRYSTALLIZATION. THREE CLASSES OF
GRACES. THE HIGHER PRIMARY GRACES. WISDOM. JUSTICE.
CHARITY. LOVE. POWER. THE FUNCTION OF GOD'S HIGHER
PRIMARY GRACES.

IN THE preceding chapter we have considered the
attributes of God's being. As an initial feature to the study
of His character it would be proper to study the elements of
His character, i.e., the general forms in which His character
exists and acts, the general ingredients of which it consists.
There are seven of these: (1) a righteous attitude toward
evil; (2) holy affections; (3) the graces; (4) strength in
every element of character; (5) domination over His lower
primary affections and graces, and His secondary and
tertiary graces by His higher primary graces properly
blended; (6) balance of character; and (7) crystallization of
character. In this discussion it is not our purpose to give
details on these points; rather it is our purpose to give only
generalities thereon, as details naturally will follow. The
first element of God's character suggested above is that it
sustains a righteous attitude toward evil. A righteous
attitude toward evil, first of all, abhors it, hates it as an
abomination, and God does this because He is righteous,
and it is evil—evil in itself and evil in its effects. It is evil
in itself because it is opposed to God's law, which is based
on, is in harmony with, and flows out of His justice, and
because it works harm in a moral order of affairs; for
certainly it disrupts the fellowship relations between God
and His sinning free
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moral agents and does this to the relations of those
creatures to one another, as well as harms these creatures.
Accordingly, a righteous being's righteous attitude toward
evil must be one of abhorrence. Therefore, God, as a
righteous being, in the nature of the case, must abhor evil.
The Bible gives us abundant evidence to this effect: "All
His ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity;
just and right is He" (Deut. 32: 4). "The Lord is upright: ...
there is no unrighteousness in Him" (Ps. 92: 15). "What
iniquity have your fathers found in Me, that they have gone
far from Me?" (Jer. 2: 5). "Thou are of purer eyes than to
behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity” (Hab. 1: 13).
Additionally, the following cited passages show that God
abhors evil: Gen. 6: 6; Deut. 25: 16; Ps. 5: 4-6; Prov. 6: 16-
19; 21: 27; Jer. 44: 4, 22; Zech. 8: 17; Luke 16: 13; Rev. 2:
6, 15. Thus the first feature of His righteous attitude toward
evil is abhorrence, which we recognize is proper.

Out of such abhorrence God avoids evil. He will not
practice it, because it is contrary to His character in its
holiness and in its righteousness. He, being perfect in
character, naturally must abhor it and, therefore, will not,
nor can He, practice evil. The Scriptures are plain on this
feature of His righteous attitude toward evil. We will quote
a few pertinent Scriptures: "Far be it from God that He
should do wickedness, and from the Almighty that He
should commit iniquity. Yea, surely God will not do
wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgment” (Job
34: 10, 12). "Who can say, Thou has wrought iniquity?"
(Job 36: 23). "To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord
approveth not. ... Out of the mouth of the Most High
proceedeth not evil." (Lam. 3: 36, 38). "Shall not the judge
of all the earth do right?" (Gen. 18: 25). "There is no
iniquity with the Lord, our God" (2 Chron. 19: 7). "Is there
unrighteousness with God? God forbid" (Rom. 9: 14).
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"Neither is there respect of persons with Him" (Eph. 6: 9).
"God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of
love" (Heb. 6: 10). Accordingly, we see that the Bible
teaches that God avoids evil as a part of His righteous
attitude toward sin. And from the same attitude of Him
toward sin He opposes it. He opposes it by teaching against
it, by warning against it, by punishing those who play with
it, by setting up arrangements and movements against it. In
the Bible are many teachings and examples of this feature
of His righteous acts against evil. His teaching and warning
of Cain, Pharaoh, Israel, Balaam, Saul, David, etc., are
illustrations of certain forms of His opposition to evil; and
His punishments of these and others are illustrations of still
another form of opposing evil. The arrangements that He
gave natural and spiritual Israel against it in its various
forms constitute another way in which He has shown His
opposition to evil. Furthermore the experience of the race
under the curse, the Day of Vengeance and the Second
Death are only some more illustrations of His opposing
evil. The following citations bear this out: Gen. 3: 7-24; 4:
9-14; 6: 5-7; 1 Kings 13: 33, 34; Ps. 94: 23; Is. 50: 11; Jer.
5: 25; 21: 14; Ezek. 11: 21; Rom. 5: 12-21; Gal. 6: 7. Thus
we see that God opposes evil. Accordingly, in His
abhorring, abstaining from, and opposing evil, God shows
that one of His character elements is a righteous attitude
toward evil.

The second element of God's character is holy
affections. This means that God's affections are holy in
their nature, in the objects to which they attach themselves,
and in the manner in which they express themselves. These
affections are partly intellectual, partly artistic, partly
religious, partly selfish (not sinfully selfish) and partly
social. His intellectual affections are His love for knowing,
love for remembering and love for reasoning. This form of
His love is holy; it exercises itself in a holy manner and
toward holy objects.
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His artistic affections are His love for the beautiful, His
love for the sublime, His love for the eloquent, His love for
the humorous, His love for the pleasant and His love for the
creative. This love is holy in itself: it exercises itself in holy
ways and attaches itself to the holy in these things. His
religious affections are His love for believing in, and
relying upon the things of faith, His love for hoping for the
things of hope, His love for firmness of the will, His love
for perseverance of the will, His love for just veneration
toward good principles, His love for just love for His
creatures and His disinterested veneration for good
principles and for His creatures. His religious love, His
disinterested love, He exercises in a holy manner, it reaches
out toward holy objects; and if certain objects, like the
fallen angels and men, are not holy, He exercises this love
toward making them holy.

Then God's selfish affections are holy. Selfish affections
may be holy or unholy, dependent on their quality, their
manner of exercise and the things to which they attach
themselves. In God all His selfish affections are holy, for
their qualities are holy: they work in a holy manner and
attach themselves to holy things. Thus He has love for a
proper self-esteem, others' esteem, ease, safety, life, self-
defense, concealing, gaining and retaining, attacking and
(spiritual) eating and drinking. God's social affections are
holy. On these sentiments there must be some explanations
made so as to clarify matters. E.g., God loves His wives;
but it must be explained that, as man understands the matter
of wives, God has not had, does not have and will not have
wives. But He has had, does have and will have symbolic
wives. Is. 54: 1-17, compared with Gal. 4: 27, proves that
the Sarah Covenant, i.e., the oath-bound promises to the
Christ, Head and Body, and the servants that apply them to
the faithful new creatures, are God's (symbolic) wife. Gal.
4: 21-31 proves that also the Hagar Covenant, i.e., the Law
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promises to Israel and the servants that applied them to
Israel, have likewise been a symbolic wife to God. The
same will be true of the New Covenant, which is typed by
Keturah, the third wife of Abraham, as we gather from the
parallels of Sarah and Hagar and the allusion to Keturah's
descendants as picturing those developed as children under
the New or Millennial Covenant (Is. 60: 6). Hence we say
that God has a love for wife, love for children, love for
friends, love for home (His Paradise, Rev. 2: 7) and love
for country (the universe). This love is holy, because
holiness is its quality, because it is exercised in a holy way
and goes out to holy objects. Accordingly, God's affections
are the second element of His character.

The third element of God's character is His graces.
Usually we speak of the main attributes of God's character
as wisdom, power, justice and love. But, as St. Peter shows
us in his famous addition problem (2 Pet. 1: 5-7), these are
capable of being resolved into their parts as follows:
Wisdom is a combination of faith, hope (which is the heart
of fortitude) and knowledge. Power (will power as distinct
from omnipotence, which is an attribute of being and not of
character) is a combination of self-control and patience.
Justice is a combination of piety (duty-love to God; in
God's case this goes out to good principles, not to any
person, which, if it did, would imply that God has a
superior—an impossibility) and brotherly love (duty-love
to the neighbor). St. Peter does not analyze love; he simply
mentions it as charity. These seven graces we call the
higher primary graces, because they are the graces that,
acting through the religious affections as their qualities, are
the chief and dominating graces. These graces in God are
holy; they act in a holy manner and attach themselves to
holy objects only. But in addition to the higher primary
graces God has as parts of the third element of His
character lower primary graces, secondary graces and
tertiary graces.
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God's lower primary graces are the qualities that act
through His selfish and social affections, as their qualities.
Thus God's self-confidence, self-satisfaction and self-
respect are the graces that act through His self-esteem, as
its qualities. God's approbativeness is the grace that acts
through His love of others' esteem, as its quality. God's
peace is the grace that acts through His love of rest, or ease,
as its quality. God's combativeness is the grace that acts
through His love of self-defense, as its quality. God's self-
preservativeness is the grace that acts through His love of
life, as its quality. God's cautiousness is the grace that acts
through His love of safety, as its quality. God's tactfulness
is the grace that acts through His love of concealment, as its
quality. God's aggressiveness and executiveness are the
graces that act through His love of attacking injurious,
opposing and difficult things, as its qualities. God's
enterprisingness and providence are the graces that act
through His love of gaining and retaining, as its qualities.
God's appetitiveness (love for the Truth and its spirit) is the
grace that works through His love for (spiritual) food and
drink, as its quality. God's conjugality is the grace that acts
through His love for His (symbolic) wives, as its quality.
God's fatherliness is the grace that acts through His love for
His children, as its quality. God's friendliness is the grace
that acts through His love for friends, as its quality. And
God's domesticity and patriotism are the graces that act
through His love of home and country, as their qualities.
Thus these graces—those that act through God's selfish and
social affections—are His lower primary graces.

God's secondary graces do not have any affections
through which they act. Rather, they act from the higher
primary graces' suppressing the control of Himself by the
selfish and social affections and their graces. Thus
suppressing self-esteem's control, God exercises humility;
suppressing the control of others' esteem,
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God exercises reticence, modesty and simplicity;
suppressing His love of ease, God exercises industry;
suppressing the control of love for self-defense, God
exercises longsuffering; suppressing the control of love for
life, God exercises self-sacrificingness; suppressing the
control of love for safety, God exercises bravery;
suppressing the control of love for concealment, God
exercises candor, frankness; suppressing the control of love
for attacking, God exercises forbearance and forgiveness;
suppressing the control of love for gaining and retaining,
God exercises liberality, generosity; suppressing the control
of love for spiritual food and drink, God exercises
temperance. Thus He exercises His secondary graces as
these are related to a proper control of the selfish
affections. He exercises the secondary graces as these are
related to the proper control of His social affections as
follows: Suppressing the control of love for wife and
children, God exercises family headshipliness; and
suppressing the control of love for friends, home and
country, God exercises impartiality. God's tertiary graces
are mixed graces, i.e., they are the graces in which there is
a combination of higher primary with lower primary and
secondary graces, in which combination the higher primary
graces control. The following are God's main tertiary
graces: Meekness, zeal, moderation, goodness, gentleness,
joy, obedience, faithfulness. As we have shown elsewhere
how various of the higher primary, the lower primary and
the secondary graces combine in the exercise of these
graces, we will not enter into that phase of the subject here.
But it will be in place to remark that in God everyone of the
primary, secondary and tertiary graces is a holy quality,
acts in a holy manner and attaches itself to holy objects
alone.

The fourth element of God's character is His strength of
character in all the respects hitherto mentioned. His
character is strong in its righteous attitude toward evil and
never does He exercise the slightest
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weakness in abhorring, avoiding and opposing evil. His
character is strong in the exercise of His intellectual,
artistic, religious, selfish and social affections. His
character is strong in His exercise of the higher primary
graces, of the lower primary graces, of the secondary
graces and of the tertiary graces. Never does He show any
weakness in the exercise of His intellectual, artistic,
religious, selfish and social affections, His exercise of His
higher and lower primary graces or of the exercise of His
secondary and tertiary graces. And this strength that He has
and exercises in all His attitudes and acts toward evil and in
all of His affections and graces is a very important element
in His character, as being a necessary part of its perfection.

The fifth element of God's character is the domination of
His lower primary affections and graces and His secondary
and tertiary graces by His higher primary graces properly
blended. In God's varying relations, as proper principles
will require, there always must be a varying blending in
coordination, superordination or subordination among His
higher primary graces, when they are the only ones of His
graces called into activity by the needs and conditions of
certain given actions. Furthermore, when His attitudes and
works toward evil and His lower primary affections and
graces and His secondary and tertiary graces act, these must
act under the domination of the higher primary graces
properly blended, since otherwise sin would set in—a thing
that is impossible with God. This domination is exercised
in two ways (1) In suppressing the control or, if the case
require, even the activity of the lower primary graces and
affections and the secondary and the tertiary graces. This
prevents sin and keeps right-doing in activity. (2) In using
the lower primary affections and graces and the secondary
and tertiary graces as servants of righteousness and
holiness. E.g., when love for self-defense
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and anger would be contrary to the control of the blended
higher primary graces, God's higher primary graces
suppress the activity of these. If longsuffering or zeal in
God should be inclined to work and the higher primary
graces forbid it, they will, as blended, suppress its activity.
But if any of these or any other of their fellow affections or
graces would further righteousness or holiness, God's
higher primary graces would set them into exercise to make
them servants of righteousness and holiness, e.g., God's
higher primary graces use His combativeness to overthrow
the attacks of sin and error whereby He uses combativeness
as a servant of righteousness and truth.

The sixth element in God's character is balance. By
balance in God's character is meant the adjustment of His
affections and graces in harmony with one another in such
coordination, subordination and superordination as the
principles of Divine wisdom, power, justice and love in
their ordered relations to one another require. Balance in
God's character, therefore, operates in all of the previously
mentioned five elements of His character and adjusts all
their details within each of them and in their relations with
one another. It is due to this fact that balance in God's
character is almost universal in His character activities; for
it permeates all the preceding five elements of His
character.

The final element in God's character is crystallization in
the preceding six element of His disposition. By
crystallization in God's character its unbreakableness in the
six preceding elements is meant. This is the crowning
perfection of God's character. It means that nothing can
change God from His righteous attitude toward evil, in
abhorring, avoiding and opposing it, nor change His
affections from their holiness in their qualities, manner of
working or objects, nor change His graces of all three kinds
into the opposite disgraces, nor change His strength of
character into weakness in any point, nor change the
domination of



76 God.

His blended higher primary graces over His lower primary
affections and graces and over His secondary and tertiary
graces, nor change His balance of character, nor change
such crystallization in itself. No matter what the pressure
on God may be, it cannot impair this crystallization in the
slightest degree. Hence the climax of God's perfection of
character is His crystallization therein. And when God
invites us to be perfect as He is perfect, He means that we,
after His example, are to have all seven of these character
elements in our characters. But, among others, there is this
difference: God has not had to develop any of these
features of His character; for He has always had them,
while we have to cultivate them as the chief thing in life.

All of God's attributes which are not qualities of
character we call His attributes of being. Above, in the
previous chapter, we treated on fourteen of God's attributes
of being. There are other attributes of God's being than
these fourteen, but those considered are the principal ones
of that class of His characteristics, and their discussion will,
we trust, suffice for our present study of that class of His
attributes. We now turn to the discussion of His attributes
of character, and believe their study will bless us even more
than that of His attributes of being; for the former are in
themselves more noble and appreciable, and in our relation
to Him are fuller of joy, peace and satisfaction for us than
the latter. Moreover, they occupy a larger place in God's
Word and works than His attributes of being. In the study
of them more especially do the words of the Lord to Moses
apply, "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground." May we enter into
this study with reverence, faith and love; so it will prove a
very rich blessing indeed, such as all of us desire.

A few explanations on the classes of God's attributes of
character should precede our study of our subject in order
to its better understanding and appreciation.
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God has three classes of character qualities, corresponding
to our three classes of character attributes, a
correspondence due to our being as new creatures mental,
moral and religious images of God. These may be called
primary, secondary and tertiary qualities or graces. Like
ourselves God has a variety of affections, each one of
which has its own separate organ of expression, e.g.,
firmness,  continuity,  spirituality, combativeness,
secretiveness, restfulness, self-esteem, etc. By our
affection-organs exercising themselves we develop graces
or attributes of character. Those qualities that are the direct
effect of such exercise of our affection-organs are the
primary graces. E.g., by exercising our organ of spirituality
we develop faith; by exercising our organ of firmness we
cultivate self-control; by exercising our organ of continuity
we produce patience, etc. The natural working of any
affection-organ produces as its primary effect the quality
that corresponds to that organ of affection. It is for this
reason that we call that grace that is produced by the direct
action of an affection-organ a primary grace. Hence we
define the primary graces as the qualities produced by the
direct exercise of the affection-organs.

The primary qualities are of two kinds—higher and
lower. The higher primary attributes are those that should
control all our other qualities, i.e., the lower primary, the
secondary and the tertiary graces. The higher primary
graces are faith, hope, self-control, patience, piety,
brotherly love and charity. The following are some of the
lower primary graces:  self-confidence, dignity,
attractiveness, restfulness, defensiveness, aggressiveness,
tactfulness, providence, etc. These lower primary graces
must not be allowed to dominate us or they will produce
the disgraces, e.g., self-confidence controlling us produces
self-sufficiency; dignity controlling us produces arrogance
and self-exaltation; attractiveness controlling us produces
ostentatiousness and vanity; restfulness controlling us
produces
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laziness;  defensiveness  controlling us  produces
contentiousness; aggressiveness controlling us produces
cruelty; tactfulness controlling us produces hypocrisy; and
providence controlling us produces covetousness.
Controlled by the higher primary graces, the lower primary
graces do much good. They are, therefore, not to be
controllers, but to be controlled by the higher primary
graces.

For the sake of clearness we will make a few
explanations on the secondary and tertiary graces, qualities
or attributes. The secondary graces individually do not have
individual affection-organs by whose natural exercise they
are developed. If they had, they would not be secondary,
but primary graces or qualities. They are developed by the
primary, especially the higher primary graces suppressing
the efforts of the lower affection-organs to control us. Thus
the higher primary graces suppressing the efforts of self-
esteem to control us produce humility, suppressing the
efforts of restfulness to control us develop industriousness,
suppressing the efforts of combativeness to control us
produce longsuffering, suppressing the efforts of
destructiveness to control us cultivate forbearance,
forgiveness, etc. Thus the secondary graces are more or less
negative, for they are not produced by an affection-organ as
its natural effect, but by other graces forcing the lower
affection-organs to remain inactive so far as controllership
is concerned.

The tertiary graces, attributes or qualities differ from the
primary graces in this: that whereas the primary graces are
the direct effect of the working of the higher affection-
organs by themselves, or of the lower primary affection-
organs by themselves, but never by combination of the
higher and the lower ones to produce primary graces, each
tertiary grace is the effect of one or more of the higher and
lower affection-organs and secondary graces combined.
E.g., faith, a higher primary grace, is developed by the
activity of
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the affection-organ of spirituality; and tactfulness, a lower
primary grace, is cultivated by the working of the affection-
organ of secretiveness. While, as in the case of the higher
primary graces of piety, brotherly love and charity, there is
a combination of operation in higher affection-organs, the
higher primary graces are not qualities produced by a
combination in the workings of higher and lower affection-
organs. But zeal, a tertiary grace, results from the combined
working of the higher primary graces of faith, hope, piety,
brotherly love and charity, the lower primary graces of
aggressiveness and enterprisingness and the secondary
graces of self-sacrifice, industriousness and bravery. Thus
the tertiary graces are produced by a combination in the
working of the higher and lower affection-organs and
secondary graces. And therein consists their difference
from both the primary graces and the secondary graces, the
latter having no direct organs for their expression.

The above explanations on the three classes of graces,
qualities or attributes of character in us as new creatures are
made in order the better to enable us to understand and
appreciate these three classes of character attributes in God.
The reason why they are helpful toward these ends is that
as new creatures we are becoming images of God in
attributes of character. And if faithful, we will be perfect
character images of Him. Hence the understanding and
appreciation of our new creaturely qualities enable us better
to understand and appreciate God's attributes of character.
We are now ready to take up our subject for discussion.

The Scriptures stress as God's higher primary graces
four attributes, which may be analyzed into seven. These
four are wisdom, justice, love and power. There is no one
literal passage in the Scriptures that expressly contains
mention of all four of these Divine attributes, though there
are several figurative ones that picture forth all four of them
under the symbols of an
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eagle (wisdom), a lion (power), an ox (bullock, used in the
atonement sacrifice—justice) and a human face (love)
(Ezek. 1: 5-14; Rev. 4: 6, 7). In Job 37: 23 all four of them
are mentioned, two of them expressly and two of them by
other terms: "He [the Almighty] is excellent in power, and
in judgment, [discernment, i.e., wisdom] and in plenty of
justice, and He will not [willingly] afflict [love]." So in Jer.
9: 24 they are all indicated, either expressly or impliedly: "I
am the Lord that exerciseth [a function of power]
lovingkindness  [love], judgment [wisdom] and
righteousness [justice] in the earth; for in these things
[power, love, wisdom and justice] I delight, saith the Lord."”
So, too, partly by implication and partly by expression
these four attributes are set forth in Deut. 32: 4: "His work
[the expression of His power] is perfect; all His ways are
judgment [wisdom]; a God of truth [the basis of wisdom
and love] without iniquity; just and right [justice] is He."
There are, of course, many passages that treat of at least
one or another of these Divine attributes. Thus, e.g.,
wisdom as a Divine attribute is set forth in Rom. 11: 33, 34;
Eph. 1: 8; 1 Tim. 1: 17. So, too, is power as a Divine
attribute set forth in Gen. 17: 1; Ps. 115: 3; Matt. 19: 26;
Luke 1: 37; Rev. 19: 6. Likewise this is true of justice as a
Divine attribute in Ex. 20: 4; Ps. 89: 14; Jer. 50: 7. And,
finally, this may be said of love as a Divine attribute in
John 3: 16; Rom. 5: 8; Titus 3: 4; 1 John 4: 8-10, 19. Thus
the Scriptures prove that these are Divine attributes.

In a celebrated passage where St. Peter tells of our call
to glory and virtue, i.e.,, to a character like God's, he
analyzes these four attributes as they are to be developed in
us into seven graces and a mental acquirement, i.e.,
knowledge—2 Pet. 1: 3-7. By the words faith, fortitude [the
heart of fortitude is hope of victory, hence here fortitude is
used for hope, which, as one of the three chief graces (1
Cor. 13: 13), should
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appear in a list of the seven chief ones] and knowledge (v.
5) he gives us the elements or ingredients of wisdom; by
the words self-control [temperance] and patience (v. 6) he
gives us the elements or ingredients of power as an attribute
of character, but not as an attribute of being; by the words
piety [godliness] and brotherly love [neighbor love,
brotherly kindness] he gives us the elements or ingredients
of justice; and by the word charity he gives us the synonym
of love. Thus seven of these—faith, hope, self-control,
patience, piety, brotherly love and charity—are graces, and
one—knowledge—is a mental acquisition. It is certainly
true that wisdom is a combination of faith, hope and
knowledge; for confidence in our knowledge and the hope
to effect good by it is exactly what wisdom is—the trustful
and hopeful use of the Truth in making plans for securing
good results. It is also true that self-control and patience
[steadfastness, constancy] are the ingredients or elements of
power as a character attribute, i.e., will-power, as distinct
from physical power or might; for will-power is firmness
[self-control] and continuity [patience] in a good course.
Justice certainly consists of supreme love to God [piety]
and equal love to the neighbor [brotherly love]. Thus in this
section St. Peter analyzes into their component parts what
are the four attributes of God's character that must be
developed in us as our higher primary graces.

Having given above a few general considerations on
God's higher primary attributes of character, we will now
discuss each one in turn, beginning with wisdom. Wisdom
may be defined as the confident and hopeful use of true
knowledge in planning practical things in harmony with
power, justice and love. It will be noticed that in this
definition a number of things are affirmed of wisdom. In
the first place, it is shown what the ingredients or elements
of wisdom are—faith, hope and knowledge (2 Pet. 1: 5).
Second, the work of



82 God.

wisdom is noted—planning practical things. Third, the
sphere of wisdom's operation is presented—things
harmonious with power, justice and love. Each one of these
features of wisdom may well engage our attention. Among
its ingredients—faith, hope and knowledge—the basal one
is knowledge. But knowledge as the basis of wisdom is not
every kind of knowledge. Sinful and erroneous knowledge
is not the basis of wisdom. It is the basis of its opposite—
folly. And if such knowledge is confidently and hopefully
used, cunning, not wisdom, is the actor. Therefore true
knowledge—the Truth—is the basis of wisdom. This is the
reason that the Scriptures so frequently speak of wisdom
and true knowledge connectedly, and not infrequently
synonymously, when using wisdom in its narrow sense
(Job 12: 12, 13; 28: 12-28; 32: 9; Prov. 1: 5, 7; 2: 1-10; 3:
13-23; 4: 4-13, 18-22; 7: 2-4; 8: 1-11; 9: 10; 14: 8; 22: 17;
23: 23; Acts 6: 10; 1 Cor. 2: 6-16). It weaves all its plans
out of and in harmony with true knowledge—the Truth.
This also shows the reasonableness for faith and hope as
elements of wisdom acting in respect to such knowledge.
Of course faith can rest upon it, and hope can desire and
expect according to it. Assuredly faith can confidently use
such knowledge in hope when planning practical things,
and both faith and hope can act with it in planning things
harmonious with power, justice and love. So God's wisdom
acts. He confidently and hopefully uses His knowledge—
the Truth—in every plan that He forms and makes such
plans to secure practical purposes in harmony with power,
justice and love. He never makes a plan by erroneous or
sinful knowledge; for He could have no confidence and
hope in such a plan. Nor do any of His plans—the product
of wisdom—ever conflict with power, justice or love.

If we look at His plans in nature and grace as manifest in
His works, we will always recognize in them that they are
worked out of true knowledge, in
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confidence and hope of attaining practical results, and are
harmonious with power, justice and love. Contemplate for a
moment God's creative works. All of them display the
thought that true knowledge, confidently and hopefully
used, wove the plans of which creation is the product.
Creation, material and spiritual, is the marvelous product of
a plan that confidently and hopefully made use of a
knowledge embracing all things natural and spiritual, in all
their qualities, relations, reactions, possibilities and
potentialities, blended with the principles of power, justice
and love. The providences that sustain such a creation are
the product of similar plans similarly conceived. If we look
at God's creative work as concerns man, we see here again
Truth trustfully and hopefully used in forming a plan that
blends in its every feature power, justice and love. In the
creation of man fit for everlasting life, Divine wisdom had
to solve the following problem with reference to which it
was to make a practical plan, displaying the harmonious co-
operation of power, justice and love: the creation of a race
of free moral agents, who, from an intelligent appreciation
of sin in its nature and effects and of righteousness in its
nature and effects, would forever hate and avoid the former
and forever love and practice the latter.

The creation of such a free moral agent implied certain
conditions, i.e., he could not be a machine; for that would
destroy his free agency. Hence he had to be made a free
agent who could choose sin, if he would, and could choose
righteousness if he would. Therefore Divine wisdom had to
plan for a being endowed with intellect, sensibilities and
will, as well as with a physical organism. Power, justice
and love demanded that he be planned as a sinless being in
God's image, since it would be weak, unjust and loveless to
make him sinful, and powerful, right and loving to make
him good. Power, justice and love further required that he
be made mortal, so that if he should sin, he could be
destroyed.
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Power, justice and love required that he should not live
forever in sin; and they required that he should never live
again unless a deliverance would be effected to the
satisfaction of justice, and he would become perfectly in
harmony with righteousness. Thus we see that Divine
wisdom had to work out a plan for man's creation
compatibly with man's free agency and God's power,
justice and love. This, then, was the problem given to God's
wisdom to solve. And in its solution God's foreknowledge,
as well as other knowledge, supplied Him all the
intelligence needed for this plan; and His faith in His
knowledge and His hope to use it to plan good ends
furnished Him with the planning power to work out what
the Bible calls the Plan of the Ages, because its progressive
development requires several ages for its full outworking.

To solve the problem, wisdom, after planning man's
creation in God's image and likeness, first planned at the
behest of power, justice and love that perfect man under
test should prove whether he would choose good or evil.
God's foreknowledge, showing wisdom, enabled Him to
know that inexperienced, perfect man under a crucial test
would fail and that thus, primarily at justice's demand and
secondarily at power's and love's demand, man would have
to give up the life that was his as a grant on condition of
obedience. Wisdom, therefore, and that in harmony with
power, justice and love, which variously required the death
sentence, had to make a plan taking into consideration the
fact and its implication that man because of sin must die. It
evolved the following things as parts of this plan: (1) that
man while dying for sin might, by experiencing its rigors in
physical, mental, moral and religious evils, learn its
hatefulness and the desirability of avoiding it; (2) that
power, justice and love might by a ransom co-operate in
giving man another life free from the sentence imposed for
his original sin; (3) that man might be given in another life
an opposite experience,
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i.e., one with righteousness, from which by experience he
might learn the desirability of practicing righteousness,
through its healing the many physical, mental, moral and
religious effects of his first experience, i.e., with sin, and
through its keeping him in that restored condition—
perfection; (4) that man, having these two opposite
experiences with their opposite effects, might be given a
final trial to determine which he after this double training
would choose; (5) that eternal destruction might be meted
out to those who fail to practice righteousness after the
double experience, and that eternal life might be given to
those who would practice righteousness after these two
experiences; (6) that thus sin and evil would be put
eternally out of existence; and (7) that God would get what
He started out to get—a perfect race of free moral agents
who from an intelligent appreciation of the pertinent
principles would hate and avoid sin, and would love and
practice righteousness.

These were the general things that wisdom thought out
to bring into existence a perfect race that from an intelligent
appreciation of sin and righteousness would hate and avoid
the former and love and practice the latter. The wisdom of
this plan will become apparent on a little consideration.
Since experience is the most thorough, though by no means
the most gentle teacher, of course wisdom would arrange
for its use to teach the sinful race the undesirability of sin,
because of its terrible nature and fearful effects in physical,
mental, moral and religious degradation. The principle
herein displayed is that exemplified in the old saying, "the
burnt child dreads the fire." Certainly the hatefulness of sin
and the desirableness of avoiding it cannot better be
inculcated than by the sinner's feeling the painful
scourgings that it as a sore taskmaster gives him as its
slave; especially so, if by a contrasted experience, i.e., with
righteousness, all the effects of the experience with sin be
healed and the opposite blessing of physical,
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mental, moral and religious elevation unto perfection be
wrought; for after these two trainings—educations—the
race, when put on final trial as to fitness for everlasting life,
will be a thousandfold more likely to avoid sin and practice
righteousness than was perfect Adam who had no such
contrasted experiences as educators. And surely in this way
more will be rendered fit to live forever in a moral universe
in harmony with truth and righteousness than by any other
method of which we can think. And thus by the method that
Divine wisdom has suggested God will get a more
numerous race to illustrate eternally the reign of moral law
than by any other method of which we can think. Thus, as a
general proposition, wisdom has arranged very wisely to
permit but not to cause the existence of sin.

But, looked upon from the standpoint of general details,
the quality of wisdom shines out in the reason for God's
permitting sin. For its permission for a limited time and
sphere wisely circumscribes its operation to a
comparatively short time and to a comparatively few of the
moral agents whose creation the Lord designed in the
various Ages; for the example of fallen angels and men in
their terrible experiences as a result of dabbling in sin will
be sufficient as a teacher to keep back all future orders of
beings from sin—a thing that we conclude from the fact
that after the end of the Millennium sin never again will
rear aloft its head. Again we see God's wondrous wisdom
in permitting the race to fall in and by one man's offense
(Rom. 5: 12-21), and sin and its effects to be transmitted
from parents to children; since thereby the dreadful effects
of parents' sin through heredity upon their unborn
generations is exhibited as a thing that will make parents
hate and avoid sin all the more because of its effects on
their descendants, when once they come to the contrasted
experiences with their pertinent teachings on the first
experiences.  Furthermore, the thought of the
contagiousness of sin and its effects will in due
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time help toward reformation in the contrasted experience.
A still greater mark of wisdom is manifest in reducing the
race's suffering to a minimum by making all fall into
condemnation by one man's (Adam's) offense; for this
paved the way for one, by death for the one, to save all
from that condemnation by becoming an acceptable
substitute to justice for the one sinner, even as justice
requires a life for a life, and a perfect life for a perfect life;
for if God had created as perfect human beings the
estimated 20,000,000,000 humans who have lived and had
put them all on trial for life individually, with no
experimental or observational knowledge of sin, Adam
being the example of what a perfect man under such
circumstances would do, we see that all would, like him,
have fallen into sin and thus incurred condemnation of their
own accord. But such a contingency, in view of justice
requiring a perfect life for a perfect life, would have
required 20,000,000,000 perfect men as saviors to die for
the 20,000,000,000 individually tried and fallen men. Thus
by one master stroke wisdom saved 19,999,999,999 perfect
lives and thus prevented the doubling of human sufferings
by arranging for the condemning of all in one and for the
redeeming of all by one, even as St. Paul in Rom. 5: 12-21
teaches. Wisdom had other objections to trying all
individually and thereafter redeeming all by individual
saviors; for some, yea many, of these would-be saviors
might have failed. Thus not only those for whom they
would have attempted to act as substitutes would not have
been redeemed, but the failing ones would have needed
saviors—all this increasing suffering beyond that provided
for in the plan that Divine wisdom has formed. Moreover,
all these saviors for their self-sacrifice would come in for as
high a reward as was actually provided for our Lord in the
plan. This would result in so many beings attaining to the
Divine nature as would not only be too many for that plane,
but also too many to make practical use of
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in the future creative work of the Divine class. Wisdom, of
course, forbade such a thing.

Moreover, Divine wisdom saw in the fact that the race
would consist of believers and unbelievers that another
practical benefit could be wrought out of the permission of
sin among men. While the best that Divine wisdom could
plan for the unbelief class is bringing a very large majority
of them into fitness for everlasting perfect human life in
earth through an experience with sin and a subsequent
experience with righteousness as effective dissuaders from
sin and effective persuaders to righteousness, it saw that the
faith of the faith class could be so used amid the experience
with evil as to develop them to such a high degree of
character as would fit the very best of them for the Divine
nature, and the rest of them for some spirit nature lower
than the Divine. This consideration moved wisdom to plan
for two salvations—a general one for the unbelief class and
an elect one for the faith class. The reasonableness of this is
apparent when we consider that the unbelief class cannot
walk by faith—they cannot trust God out of sight—while
the faith class lives out the saying, "though He slay me, yet
will I trust Him." As a result the unbelief of the unbelief
class makes them resort to all sorts of violations of Divine
law to save themselves from acts and conditions which will
bring them earthly harm or prevent their obtaining their
desires, while the faith class will suffer all things rather
than displease God, and endure all things in order to please
Him.

Therefore Divine wisdom planned to let the former class
now have its experience with evil and later its experience
with good, because while evil is rampant in the world they
could not stand the tests now necessary for developing the
character fitted for the elective salvation; while it planned
that the faith class now be tested for fitness for that
salvation, since they can be loyal to God amid the most
crucial tests. Faithfully
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standing such tests, they can develop a much finer, stronger
and fuller character than the unbelief class will be able to
do as a result of their two experiences. These
considerations prompted Divine wisdom to arrange for the
elective feature of God's plan, whereby arrangement is
made for four elect classes: the kings and priests—Jesus
and the Church, and the nobles and Levites—the Ancient
Worthies, the Great Company and the Youthful Worthies.
These standing trial in this life, before the world in the
Millennium gets its experience with righteousness, will be
fit to bless as Priests and Levites and to rule as kings and
nobles the wunbelief class in that experience with
righteousness, unto their complete deliverance from the
effects of sin, as they obey righteousness. Thus Divine
wisdom planned to use the experience of evil in a second
way—to develop the finest of characters in the faith class—
characters that God will be able to depend on as faithful to
Him and His principles under all circumstances, characters
better than the unbelief class will be capable of developing
through their two experiences. Accordingly, Divine
wisdom has so arranged to use the experience with evil as
to benefit the largest possible number and to develop each
one to his highest capabilities and at the same time to
destroy the incorrigible of both classes, thus insuring
eventual annihilation of sin and the permanence of
righteousness in the spirit and human planes of existence.

Divine wisdom planned these two salvations and their
experiences as to sin and righteousness to progress in
various stages through the three Worlds and the four Ages
of God's plan, each World and each Age contributing its
share to the plan as a whole. In The Herald Of The
Epiphany we have traced these Worlds and Ages in a series
of articles appearing from No. 21 to No. 31. A
consideration of the things therein set forth shows how
Divine wisdom acted in planning every feature of these
Worlds and Ages. Wisdom
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planned the first World to prove that fallen man, even
under angelic care, could not recover from the fall or stay
the corrupting influence of sin. In the second World
wisdom planned to teach that fallen man left to his own
resources could not stay the downward course of sin, nor
free himself from the influence of evil angels. These two
features of wisdom's plan proved themselves as well taken
by the result. Wisdom planned the third World to prove that
man's rescue can be brought about only by Divine power
exercised by God's elect for the world's uplift. The Ages of
the second World display especially the wisdom of God in
the elective features of His plan—in dealing with an elect
individual and his family on covenant basis in the
Patriarchal Age, in dealing with an elect fleshly nation on
covenant basis in the Jewish Age and in dealing with an
elect spiritual nation on covenant basis in the Gospel Age.
Mark the Divine wisdom in arranging for the carnation of
the Logos, His sinless birth, His development to perfect
manhood, so that He might stand as Adam's substitute, and
thus rescue from the curse all condemned in Adam. Mark
the wisdom of God in testing His new creature, and in
perfecting it through suffering so that as a Divine Being
God could depend upon Him unto the utmost to be merciful
and faithful as His Vicegerent in all things. Mark the
Divine wisdom in selecting for Him a Bride out of all
nations, conditions and stations of men to assist Him
mercifully and faithfully in carrying out all of God's
designs. Mark the wisdom of God in developing and testing
this class unto fitness for such a mission. Mark the varied
experiences given to them as conducive to this purpose.
Only in a less degree does the same wisdom show itself in
selecting, developing and testing the Ancient and Youthful
Worthies, and in developing and testing the Great
Company. This wisdom manifests itself in working out all
things for their good in fitting them for their present and
future offices.
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It enters into the minutest circumstances and smallest
experiences and events of their lives, as well as in their
general circumstances, experiences and events. Yea,
indeed, wisdom devised every phase of the plan to save
rebellious man and the faithful elect. And the success of the
features of the plan already enacted, as well as the assured
success of its as yet unfulfilled features, will forever stand
sure as praise to the manifold wisdom of God.

Nor are we to think that God's wisdom will have
exhausted itself in the plan for human redemption. In the
numberless Ages of the future His wisdom will be ever
framing plans for new creations of whose marvels we have
yet but the faintest impressions. Forever will God's wisdom
invent new plans and hand them to power to execute in line
with justice and love. Thus endlessly will "the manifold
wisdom of God" praise Him—reflect credit on Him. And
let us who know His wisdom as displayed in His Plan of
the Ages praise Him, the Fountain of all wisdom; for He is
worthy of our highest praise!

Having in the preceding discussion in this chapter given
a general description of God's attributes in their three
kinds—primary, secondary and tertiary, as well as having
given a general description of His higher primary attributes
of character and a somewhat detailed description of the first
of these, Wisdom, we now proceed to discuss the second of
His higher primary attributes of character, justice. The idea
of justice is closely related to that of law, which we may
define as the principle that regulates the thoughts, motives,
words and acts of moral agents in their relations to
themselves and others. God is the ultimate Lawgiver (Jas.
3: 12) to all moral agents. And we find that He has two
laws: (1) that of duty-love, justice, which applies to all His
moral creatures, whether of the Elect or not; and (2) that of
disinterested love, charity, which applies to Himself and to
all the elect
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classes and probably to all spirit beings. Accordingly, God
has put all moral agents under the law of justice, and in
addition to putting His Elect under it, He has also put them
and likely all spirit beings under the law of love, i.e.,
disinterested love. These two laws differ from one another
as follows: the law of justice obligates to the good-will of
duty; the law of love suggests to disinterested good-will.
One binds all moral agents as subjects of it by their very
existence to obedience; the other invites certain ones, the
prospective Elect, to come under it as a privilege, without
their being obligated so to do. The law of disinterested love
is willingly assumed, without one's being obligated to
assume it, and by its nature leads its acceptors to sacrifice
their rights and privileges—a thing that the law of justice
never does.

We are now ready to define justice: It is the love, the
good will, that by right is owed to self and others. It is a
matter of obligation, duty, to give it. To withhold such a
love in thought, motive, word and act is sin; to give such a
love in thought, motive, word and act is right. God's justice,
therefore, is the love, goodwill, that by right He owes to
Himself and others. This implies that God himself is
subject to His law of justice. Justice is, therefore, impressed
upon His heart as one of His attributes of character: He is
not, however, subject to this in the same way as we are; for
this law binds us to give Him duty-love with all the heart,
mind, soul and strength, and to give our neighbor duty-love
as to self. There is nobody whom God loves, or should
love, with all His heart, mind, soul and strength; for such a
love would make Him the subject of the one so loved; and
God is not subject to anyone, since He is supreme over all.
But God does love good principles with all His heart, mind,
soul and strength; and this makes Him subject to good
principles—He obeys His own law in its applications to
Him. Nor has God any neighbor in the sense of an
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equal, because He is supreme over all. His duty-love goes
out to all others in the sense of their being His creatures—
creations—and to perfect moral agents in the sense that
they are His children. His justice did not obligate Him to
make any creature; for creating beings is a work of grace
on God's part, not of obligation. Nor is He obligated to
make all creatures equal, He having the right to make some
divine, others angelic, others human, others brute, others
vegetable and still others inanimate (Rom. 9: 20, 21). But
having once decided to make free moral agents, His justice,
duty-love, does obligate Him to make them perfect, sinless
and righteous (Gen. 18: 25); otherwise He would be the
author of imperfection and sin, which He is not (Deut. 32:
4). Some angels and all men being now sinful, does not
militate against this principle, since when they came from
God's creative hand they were perfect, sinless and righteous
(Eccl. 7: 29). Beings lower than man are not free moral
agents, hence the Creator in making them saw that other
principles than ethical ones should underlie their being—
principles like utility and service to man and his habitat,
after performing which, they pass away forever; nor is this
cruel toward them, since not having a high mentality and a
delicate nervous system they are incapable of appreciating,
feeling and suffering acutely like man.

The justice of God, His duty-love, toward His perfect,
sinless and righteous creatures, obligates Him to a second
thing, and that is to put them under perfect, happifying,
useful and prosperous conditions, so that they may have a
perfect, happy, useful and prosperous existence. In
harmony with this activity of God's justice He has put the
heavenly hosts in their original perfection amid perfect,
sinless, useful and prosperous conditions. So did He also do
with the human family as represented in Adam and Eve; for
the garden of Eden furnished just such conditions.
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And when mankind attains restitution and the privilege of
everlasting life, and when the repentant fallen angels shall
be restored to God's favor, they will again find themselves
amid perfect conditions. This feature of justice does not
require that fallen men and angels be kept in such
conditions, because another feature of God's justice
requires another method of dealing.

This other feature of God's justice, or duty-love to His
creatures, requires that in case they sin, they be deprived of
life; because in a moral order of affairs, to give sinners
everlasting life would injure them by keeping them alive in
unhappiness forever, which the Creator's duty-love to them
forbids, which would injure the righteous in their
happiness, which God's justice will not permit, and which
would be dishonoring to God, which God's justice to
Himself and others will not permit. Hence the justice of
God requires the death and forbids the eternal torment of
the sinner (Gen. 2: 17; Rom. 1: 32; 5: 12, 15, 17; 6: 16, 21,
23; 1 Cor. 15: 21, 22, 56; Jas. 1: 15; 1 John 5: 16), and that
out of duty-love to all concerned. Therefore justice
punishes the wrong-doer to the intent that wrongdoing
cease. It will be noted that in our definition of God's justice,
as well as in our discussion of its three spheres of activity,
we have held out the thought that God's justice is, and acts
in harmony with, duty-love. Justice, neither in God nor in
His moral agents, is a feelingless thing. It is a feelingful
thing; for it has in it good-will, the good-will of duty. It is
not simply duty. It is not simply a perfunctory external act.
It is something hearty, but has not the heartiness of charity.
It is duty-love, and not the loveless sense of duty or
obligation simply, as some think. This is apparent when we
note that the law of justice, binding on all God's moral
agents, is supreme love to God and equal love to one's
fellows.

God's justice, as one of His four higher primary
attributes of character, has had a determining influence
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on the various features of God's plan towards angels and
men. It, therefore, required that, as these came from God's
creative hand, they be perfect, sinless and righteous, and
that they be given surroundings and works conducive to
their lasting happiness, righteousness, usefulness and
prosperity. Such were the conditions in heaven, the abode
of the various orders of angels, and such were the
conditions in Eden, the abode of sinless man. But God's
justice required under test the proof of men's and angels'
loyalty to Him; and that under such conditions as made it
possible to be given. That is, God created both angels and
men good (Gen. 1: 31), and thus strongly inclined to
righteousness and strongly adverse to unrighteousness, so
that if they would sin, it would be against the trend of their
moral natures. They therefore were favorably created as to
such a test. Again, the test was of such a character as they
were able to bear up under. Furthermore, man was given
clear instructions as to the nature of the test, obedience, the
desirability of being faithful and the undesirability of being
unfaithful thereunder, resulting in life for obedience and
death for disobedience. Thus God's justice showed itself in
the trial itself. A trial so justly conducted could in justice
not be expected to end otherwise than God's justice
demanded when disobedience set it—the sentence of death
for man. Apart from Satan the fallen angels evidently
sinned not, until deceived into assuming human bodies,
marrying women and raising families in the hope of being
thus enabled to extirpate sin from the human family.
Hence, instead of being put under the death sentence, they
were imprisoned within the atmosphere of this earth (Jude
6; 2 Pet. 2: 4; Eph. 2: 2) until the judgment day; but in their
final trial the sentence will be of life or death. The justice
of demanding death as the penalty of sin is evident from the
following consideration: Since God offered moral agents
life on condition of obedience, if the condition
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is refused to be fulfilled by the conditional recipient, the
conditional Giver has a perfect right to take back the
conditional gift. And since He takes it back for the good of
all concerned, He is just in sentencing the disobedient to
death—to the withdrawal of the conditional gift. Thus
God's justice in the sentence is vindicated.

So, too, is He just in letting come upon Adam's race by
heredity Adam's condemnation (Rom. 5: 12, 15-19). Adam,
having by his sin forfeited his right to life and its conjoined
light-rights, no longer possessed them, and therefore could
not transmit them to his posterity. He could transmit to his
children only what he had—forfeited life-rights and right to
life. That Divine justice did them no wrong therein is
evident from the fact that He is not obligated to give
perfection, sinlessness and happiness to that which is
imperfect and sinful, since only to perfectly sinless and
righteous beings does justice obligate Him to give
perfection. Furthermore, they are not God's direct creation,
being the progeny of sinful Adam; and thus God did not
create them. Finally, they have no right to complain of
injustice in their coming into existence imperfect, sinful
and sentenced to death through Adam; for had they been in
his place they would have done what he did; and since they
get in the permission of evil certain advantages that they
would not have gotten had they been individually tried and
sentenced (e.g., they suffer on the average much less than
they would have done if they had directly forfeited life-
rights and the right to life, even as perfect Adam suffered
more than we do under the curse), no injustice has come to
the race in its being condemned in Adam. Thus the death
penalty transmitted by heredity is no injustice to man; but
had the penalty been eternal torment, as the creeds of the
dark ages teach, there would have been a violation of
justice in placing a severer penalty on sin than justice
requires. Thus God's penalty is just in its application to the
whole race.
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Some people have had more or less difficulty in
harmonizing with the justice of God great calamities like
the flood, the destruction of Sodom, etc., of the firstborn of
Egypt, of Pharaoh's host, and God's charge to extirpate
whole nations, like the nations of Canaan, the Amalekites,
etc. The following considerations will show that there was
no injustice in these things on God's part. In the first place,
all of these being justly under the death sentence, it would
make little difference whether they had been taken away
suddenly in a calamity, or whether they had died by inches
through disease. Usually their sufferings in such calamities
have been less severe than those of such as died of
lingering sickness. Hence they were in reality much more
leniently dealt with than had they died the ordinary death of
man. Moreover, such a calamitous death will, when they
return for their opportunity for restitution, arouse them to
greater hatred of sin and make them more amenable to
righteousness. Further, their catastrophic end has been used
by the Lord to work types of future events, which will
make them result in ultimate blessing to their sufferers and
to others. Then, too, in the case of the seven nations of
Canaan, the Amalekites and others, archeological finds
prove them to have been almost wholly afflicted with
syphilis, which they were spreading to other nations; and to
prevent this great evil from spreading to other nations, it
was a mercy to all concerned to destroy them. Let us
remember that for mankind in general evil has been
permitted to teach them the hatefulness of sin in its nature
and effects and the desirability of avoiding it, and to make
them all the more appreciative of righteousness when by
contrast with the terrible nature and awful effects of sin
they learn by experience the blessed nature and effects of
righteousness. This kept in mind will make clear to us not
only the permission of evil in general, but of particular and
great calamities,
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and thus will vindicate God's justice in connection with
their permission.

The justice of God was active in connection with the
ransom for Adam and his race. As God was just in
condemning Adam and his race for sin, i.e., when Adam
refused to fulfill the condition on which the grant of life
might be continued with him, the Giver was right in taking
it from him, so without a complete satisfaction of justice it
could not allow him to receive it again. Sinful man could
not give this satisfaction since he was himself
unsatisfactory to God by reason of his sinfulness and the
sentence resting upon him, and dead men could not give a
ransom, because they can do nothing (Eccl. 9: 5, 6, 10);
additionally they are under the sentence of death and hence
unsatisfactory to justice. Therefore wisdom planned to
transfer God's Son from the spirit to the human plane of
being, and by arranging for this transfer from one nature to
another the necessity of having a human father for our Lord
was avoided. Such avoidance justice insisted upon, because
the condemned life coming through the father, for Jesus to
have had a human father would have brought Him under
sin and condemnation—hence unsatisfactory to God's
justice as a substitute—a ransom for Adam and his race
(Matt. 20: 28; 1 Tim. 2: 5, 6). Justice did not require, but
was satisfied for the pre-human Word to become flesh—
human (John 1: 14), because justice does not demand
sacrifice, but will accept it when the sacrificer willingly
gives up his rights in devotion to the Lord, provided the
sacrificer in the long run does not become the loser by such
sacrificial devotion to the Lord. But in the carnation of the
Logos—the Word—the Greek name for our pre-human
Lord Jesus, justice did insist on two things: (1) that the
Word in becoming flesh should not thereby become sinful;
for it would have been wrong to make a sinless being
sinful; and (2) that He as a human being should be an exact
equivalent
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or ransom—a corresponding price—for Adam and his race.
Both of these conditions were fulfilled to the entire
satisfaction of justice in the carnation of God's Son.

Let us pause awhile and see the exercise of Jehovah's
justice in connection with the ransom, which word is the
translation of the Greek word anti-lutron, literally a price
instead, i.e., a corresponding price. In the ransom, which is
decidedly a commercial transaction, a number of things are
implied: (1) a debt consisting of Adam'’s right to human life
with its conjoined life-rights; (2) a debtor—Adam and the
unborn race in his loins at the time of his sin; (3) a
creditor—God; (4) the method of collecting the debt—the
surrender of the debtor's all by death to the Creditor; (5) a
friend of the debtor and the Creditor who agrees to buy the
debtor from the Creditor by paying his debt;, (6) the
purchase-price, consisting of Jesus' right to human life and
its conjoined life-rights; and (7) the method of making the
purchase-price available for the purchase—Jesus' death,
and the actual purchasing of Adam and his race by paying
to Divine justice the price itself. In these seven points we
see the operation of justice. By sin Adam forfeited for
himself and his race the right to life and its conjoined life-
rights, both of which were conditionally granted him by his
Creator. Forfeiting by his sin to Divine justice all that he
was and had, because such was his debt, the collection of
the debt was made through the dying process thoroughly
operated on him unto the death state. Thus Divine justice
exacted and received the debt. Be it noted that the dying
process was simply the way of collecting the debt, the debt
being all Adam was and had—a perfect human being, with
the right to life and its associated life-rights. In Adam's
remaining in the death state justice has in its possession the
debt payment. That debt payment justice, because of its
very nature, cannot release, unless a substitute payment is
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given in its stead. Divine love at the suggestion of Divine
wisdom gave (John 3: 16) the Logos to become a perfect
man, with the right to human life and its pertinent life-
rights, and thus furnished an exact equivalent to the debt
that involved Adam and his race before Divine justice.
Therefore it could accept this equivalent for the debt, and
thus cancel the latter so far as Adam and his race are
concerned. Jesus' death was the way by which He divested
Himself of His personal use of His perfect humanity with
its right to life and life-rights, and thereby He made the
ransom price available for the payment of Adam's debt.
Instead of accepting the price for the whole race during the
Gospel Age, God, on account of the elective features of His
plan now working, accepts it by imputation for the elect
ones' deliverance from the debt, and in the Millennium will
accept it in payment for Adam and the non-elect members
of his race. Thus the ransom in its relation to Divine justice
is its perfect revelation.

In considering the exactness of justice in relation to the
debt and the ransom therefrom, it is very necessary to keep
in mind the nature of the ransom—a corresponding price—
an exact equivalent. The law of justice pertinent to this
subject is stated in the words, "life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot" (Deut. 19: 21).
That is, justice insists on an exact equivalent for a debt. If
the debt be a perfect human being, with the right to human
life and human life-rights, it cannot from justice's
standpoint be paid for by less than a perfect human being
with the right to human life and human life-rights. While
love may not exact a full payment, justice must; hence no
imperfect being, with cancelled right to life and its life-
rights, could redeem Adam and his race (Ps. 49: 7, 8); for
he would not be a corresponding price. Therefore the
Redeemer could not derive His life from Adam; for so to
have done would have made
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Him a sinner and less than a ransom. Thus justice could not
be satisfied by less than the corresponding price—the
ransom. Love prevailed unto the satisfaction of justice by
giving the pre-human Logos to become a perfect man born
of a woman, but not begotten by a man. On the other hand,
justice could not take as the Redeemer one more than a
perfect man; with more than the human life-rights and right
to life. Therefore the Logos had to cease being the mighty
spirit being through whom all things were made, and
become a man (John 1: 1-3, 14; 2 Cor. 8: 9; Phil. 2: 6-8;
Heb. 2: 9, 14). Thus when the Logos became a human
being He ceased being a spirit being—changed in nature,
just as the water that became wine ceased being water—
was changed in its nature into that of wine. For Him to
have remained the mighty Logos would have made
impossible the ransom; for in such a case the person offered
as a ransom would have been more than a corresponding
price to the debt, and justice would have rejected this just
as completely as it rejected sacrifices less than that of a
perfect man (Heb. 10: 4), they not being a corresponding
price. Thus we see how the justice of God demanded that
the Redeemer be no more and no less than a perfect man,
with the right to life and its pertinent life-rights.

In the reward of glory, honor and immortality given the
Redeemer for His faithful and loving sacrifice, God's
justice was satisfied. His justice did not give Him this
reward. It was His love that gave it; but His justice was
satisfied for Him to have it: first, because no principle of
justice was thereby violated, and, second, because the
interests of justice could thereby be advanced. Had such a
reward—the bestowal of the Divine nature and heirship of
God, Vicegerency for God throughout the universe (Matt.
28: 18)—been given without His having been proven
worthy to receive it, and without His having been
demonstrated as proof against abusing it, justice would
have interposed
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objections to it, and it would not have been bestowed; for
Divine love never works against Divine justice. Christ's
present ministry for the Church is, and His future ministry
for the world, to say nothing of what will come afterward,
will be an everlasting honor to the operation of Divine
justice. Thus we see in connection with Christ's personal
reward for His sacrifice a manifestation of God's justice,
though the principal actors therein were God's love and
power.

In the use of the ransom-price for the deliverance of the
Church now from the Adamic sentence, we further see the
operation of Divine justice. The Church is not now
actually, but only reckonedly bought by Christ from Divine
justice, i.e., instead of Jesus now actually buying the
Church, He actually makes a reckoned purchase of her by
the imputation on her behalf of the merit of the ransom-
price, which at His death for this very purpose He
deposited with the Father (Luke 23: 46). The following is
the literal translation and sense of Luke 23: 46: "Father,
into Thy hands [at Thy disposal] I deposit My spirit [right
to life]." This deposit was made so that He could impute for
all that come to God by Him during the Gospel Age His
merit for a covering of their Adamic sentence and its
effects. To impute in such a case means reckonedly to
purchase. Thus Jesus having enough on deposit with Divine
justice to cover the debt of the entire race, He can impute
the merit of the ransom-price to anyone of the race for his
deliverance from this debt. And so far as God's justice is
concerned, this is as satisfactory as an outright purchase,
since it holds the full price of the purchase in hand anyway;
and thus it is satisfied to sell us to Jesus reckonedly, since
that is about one and the same thing as an outright
purchase, so long as justice holds in its power the full price.
But why are we now purchased reckonedly as distinct from
the world's being actually purchased in the Millennium?
The right answer to this will show that only so could
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the world later be purchased; for since the same debt is held
against every member of the race individually as well as
against the whole race collectively (for it is Adam's debt
that is against all of us and every one of us), it takes as
much to redeem one as a million, or a billion, or twenty
billion, or the whole race. Consequently, had Jesus made an
outright purchase of the Church during the Gospel Age, it
would have exhausted the entire ransom-price and, as a
result, no ransom-price would be available for the world in
the Millennium, which would mean that there would be
nothing with which to purchase them, and consequently
they would never be redeemed; while an imputation of a
deposit—a loan of credit—still leaves Jesus the owner of
the deposit to be used otherwise after the entire Church's
death, when the imputation is no more needed, and the
deposit is released from it.

Thus to prevent the ransom-price from being made
unavailable for the world, Divine wisdom devised the
expedient of a reckoned purchase for the Church in the
form of an imputation of the merit of the ransom-price for
the Church, with the ransom-price deposited with the
Creditor—God's justice—as a guarantee. This guarantee
being the exact amount of the debt and being put into the
power of justice, it is just as satisfied with all in whose
interest it is imputed as though they were purchased
outright. This imputation is to make the Church in her
humanity acceptable to God as sacrifices through Jesus
Christ (Rom. 12: 1; Heb. 13: 15; 1 Pet. 2: 5). Thereby is
given us the privilege of undergoing, as the Elect,
preparation for the Divine nature and joint-heirship with
Christ, whereby we may as Christ's associates help the
world to return to God in the Millennium. But one may ask,
Why is this imputation made as a guarantee? We answer,
Divine justice holds us as debtors unto death for Adam's
sin. And that sentence must be exacted from us or from a
substitute. In harmony with the Divine program,
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which arranges for the death of the Church sacrificially,
Jesus guarantees to Divine justice that He will keep the
faithful acceptable while undergoing sacrifice unto death.
To qualify her for such a death she must be reckoned
perfect despite her actual imperfection. This reckoned
perfection is attained by the reckoned purchase—the
imputation of the merit of Christ's ransom-price to her; and
at the same time it guarantees to God's justice that which it
holds against us—our share in Adam's debt. Thus
throughout our sacrificial course we are kept acceptable to
God as sacrifices, and Divine justice is guaranteed as to the
Adamic debt against us by the same ransom-merit. And the
thing imputed for us being the exact equivalent of the debt,
God's justice, having it in its possession, is as satisfied with
a reckoned purchase as with an actual purchase, which if
now made for the Church would destroy hope for the
world. Surely in this feature of the Divine Plan we see the
activity of justice; and His wisdom and love therein
manifested make us praise, worship, adore, love and serve
our God and Father, who has done all things so very well.
No wonder that the ransom is the center of God's Plan! No
wonder that in it more than in anything else God's Wisdom,
Justice, Love and Power shine forth in resplendent glory!

"In the cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o'er the wrecks of time,
All the light of sacred story
Gathers 'round its head sublime.”

There is another phase in the operation of justice toward
the righteous,—in so far as God's arranging for their
sufferings is concerned. Apart from our Lord Jesus,
doubtless all the righteous, like the rest of mankind, suffer
more or less for their faults, which all will at once
recognize as just; for every transgression should receive a
just recompense of reward. But the righteous also suffer for
their righteousness, e.g.,
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Jesus, the Apostles and all other godly servants of God
(Matt. 5: 10-12; Acts 14: 22; 2 Tim. 3: 12). In Jesus' case
we have seen that justice did not demand that He suffer for
others, but accepted His willingness to suffer for them. So
it was Himself who freely gave up His personal rights and
willingly suffered for others. Thus justice did Him no
wrong in permitting Him to suffer for righteousness in the
interests of the race. But how about the other righteous?
Does not justice wrong them in permitting them to suffer
for righteousness? We answer, No, because like Jesus they
freely offer themselves to God as sacrifices in the interests
of righteousness, counting it a privilege so to suffer (1 Pet.
2:19-24; 4: 12-14, 16, 19). God does not any more demand
of them that they suffer for righteousness than He
demanded of Jesus that He so suffer. In both cases a
voluntary and joyful sacrifice was offered to God. Hence
the Bible speaks of us as suffering with Jesus and drinking
of His cup—as being His associates and partners in
suffering (Rom. 6: 3-11; 8: 17; 2 Cor. 1: 5; Gal. 2: 20; Col.
1: 24; 2 Tim. 2: 10-12; Mark 12: 35-39). Covered with His
righteousness (Rom 10: 4), we are acceptable sacrifices
with Him (Rom. 12: 1; 1 Pet. 2: 5). We deem it a joy and a
privilege so to suffer, and would consider it a supreme
calamity, if refused the opportunity so to do. Therefore
justice does not wrong us in arranging for our suffering for
righteousness, but does what we desire to have, and it is
pleased to accept such sufferings as a sweet-smelling savor
(2 Cor. 2: 14-17; Phil. 4: 18). Accordingly God's justice is
vindicated in His arranging for the righteous to suffer for
righteousness.

The great tribulation with which the Jewish Age ended,
and the still greater tribulation with which this Age is
ending (beginning with the World War, shortly to progress
through the World Revolution and to culminate in the
World Anarchy and Jacob's Trouble, famines and
pestilences accompanying all stages of
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this trouble) are spheres in which God's justice acted and is
acting. One may ask, How could justice inflict such
exemplary punishments? We answer: While Jesus' death
provides for the cancellation of the Adamic sin for those in
whose interests it is used—for the Church now and for the
world in the Millennium—it does not cleanse from the
willfulness of any sin, apart from Adam's. Wholly willful
sin brings eternal destruction on its committers, who can be
those only on whose behalf the ransom merit has been
used—the Church now, and the world in the Millennium
(Heb. 10: 26-29). But there are mixed sins—sins that are
partly due to Adamic weakness and partly due to
willfulness. The weakness in such sins is taken care of
through the ransom, but their willfulness is not. The latter
must be expiated by stripes (Luke 12: 47). Justice requires
the punishment of such willfulness, and that in the interests
of all concerned—such striping being reformatory in its
purpose. The Jews at the end of their Age were very willful
in  much of their wickedness; therefore wrath—
punishment—came to them unto the uttermost (1 Thes. 2:
16). When those Jews come back in the Millennium and
recognize the character of their punishment, they will be
thereby helped to reform. The same is true in principle of
our generation. Never did any generation have so much
light, privilege and opportunity to do good as ours; yet the
vast majority go on with a large measure of willfulness in
evil doing, e.g., undoubtedly the wrongs against better
knowledge wrought by the European nations against one
another brought about the World War, by which all of them
were severely punished. When the present tribulation will
be ended, those remaining alive will by it be humbled into
yielding obedience to the Kingdom; while those who die in
it will, on their return by an understanding of it be helped to
reform. Thus the tribulation will beat out of their characters
the willfulness that they developed, and thus
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justice will be satisfied and they will be benefited. So is
God's justice vindicated in its dealings with Jews and
Christians who have sinned in measurable willfulness
against the light and privilege of their respective
Dispensations or Ages.

Some have difficulty in seeing that God is just in
inflicting the Adamic death upon the race since Jesus'
death, whereby He has provided the ransom-price. Why,
they ask, has Adamic death not ceased since He died, if He
died as a ransom for all? To this we reply: It is one thing to
provide the ransom-price, which Jesus did by His death; it
is another thing to pay over that price in the purchase of the
race. Jesus' resurrection as a spirit being put Him into a
position where He no more needed His perfect humanity,
with its right to life and its life-rights, for Himself. He
therefore could from that time on use them as an asset in
the interests of others. Thus He could from that time on use
them to buy Adam and Adam's race. But instead of using
them in that way, though He is the propitiation for the
world's sins as well as for the Church's (1 John 2: 2), He
has during the Gospel Age been reckonedly buying only
the Church (Heb. 9: 24), for whom only He has appeared in
God's presence; just as Aaron's first typical appearance
with the typical blood was for the types of the Church
only—the priests and Levites (Lev. 16: 6). Hence the
world, not yet being purchased, is under the Adamic
sentence, and thus is dying for Adam's sin at the demand of
justice. They are to be purchased in the Millennium, when
Christ will appear the second time in the presence of God
with His merit, just as at Aaron's second typical appearing
in the Holy of Holies with the typical blood for the types of
the world—all the people of Israel—the atonement was
made for the people, as distinct from priests and Levites
(Lev. 16: 15). The two appearances of Aaron in the Holy of
Holies for the two classes in Israel were furnished by
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God to type the two appearances of Christ in heaven for the
two classes in the human family, the time of Aaron's first
appearing typing the Gospel Age, when Christ appears
before God for the Church, and the time of his second
appearing typing the Millennium, when Christ will appear
before God for the world and ransom—buy—them. Thus
there is justice in God's exacting the Adamic sentence from
the world, since the world is not yet purchased from the
Adamic death. But, some object, why does the Church die
the Adamic death in spite of its being reckonedly
purchased? We answer: The Church does not die the
Adamic death; for by the imputation of the merit of the
ransom-price the Church has been justified from that death
by justice itself (Heb. 10: 14); hence it does not exact that
death from the Church. The death which the Church is
dying is the sacrificial death, as we showed above, which is
not exacted by justice, but is freely and gladly undergone
by the Church with Christ, in sacrifice for the world.

The next stage for the play of justice will be its release
of the deposited purchase-price from the embargo that the
reckoned purchase of the Church placed upon it; for as long
as it has against it the claims of the reckoned purchase,
justice holds it, as it were, mortgaged for the Church, and
therefore will not let it go for the purchase of the world
until these mortgage claims are removed from it. When the
humanity of all who have had this reckoned purchase made
for them is dead, they will no more need the imputed merit
to free them from the Adamic death, since when they return
they will return from death as spirit beings. Thus at the
death of each of these the imputed purchase is no longer
needed for him, and thus the embargo is lifted from his
share of the purchase-price. Consequently when all of these
are dead, the embargo on the deposited ransom-price is
entirely lifted; for then there are no more imputations
outstanding. Hence
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the deposited ransom-price will be Christ's, without any
claim against it for what He has done for the Church. It will
then be free from all claims against it, and as such can be
used by Christ in actually purchasing from justice Adam
and his race. This will be done at Christ's second—the
Millennial—appearing in heaven, and that for the world,
whose propitiation He is, as well as that of the Church (1
John 2: 2). On receiving the price, justice will hand over
the world to Christ as His purchased possession, free from
the Adamic sentence. As a result, the Adamic death
sentence being cancelled, Jesus will raise mankind out of
death, free from the death sentence. And His ownership of
the world Jesus will use to give the world the Millennial
opportunities of restitution. And whoever faithfully obeys
Christ will be restored to the original perfection of Adam.
Those who will not even outwardly obey will by Jesus,
acting as the Agent of justice, be put to death, and that
eternally, after 100 years' opportunity (Is. 65: 20). Those
who obey only externally, and not from the heart, will be
destroyed by God's justice, when after a final trial at the
end of the Millennium, they openly sin under Satan's lead
(Rev. 20: 7-9). This is just in the case of both of these
classes of sinners; for they alike will refuse to use life upon
the condition on which justice, its giver, will require it to be
used; it will also save them from eternal unhappiness, and
prevent their making the righteous eternally unhappy.
Therefore, justly will it withdraw the conditional gift. But
the obedient of the Millennium will be granted everlasting
life in the perfected earth by justice, because they will have
fulfilled the condition upon which its continuance is
granted; and because they will use their privileges for
mutual good and God's honor.

Thus the entire plan of God is in harmony with, and
marvelously displays, His justice. And as we look over the
operation of Divine justice, as presented
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above, from the creation of Adam until God's plan has
reached its complete fulfillment in the eternal annihilation
of the incorrigible and in the everlasting bliss of the
obedient, we may well cry out in wonder, praise and
adoration: "Just and true are all Thy ways, thou King of
Ages” (Rev. 15: 3)! We may also be sure that in the plans
that He will work out for His future creations in the
universe about this earth, there will be in them a similar
harmony with, and display of, His justice, His throne's
foundation (Ps. 89: 14).

We now proceed to the study of the third of God's
higher primary graces, i.e., charity, or as we usually call it
in more modern speech, love. It is regrettable that the word
charity has suffered a degradation in meaning from that
prevalent formerly; for instead of its being usually
employed in the noble sense of former times, it is now used
mostly to represent alms and alm-deeds. The reason we
regret the almost entire disuse of the word charity in its
noble sense and the substitution of the noun love in its
place, is because love is a broader term than charity, which
is only one kind of love. The noun love is in both the
Authorized and Revised Versions used for the love of
justice and also for the love of charity. The original Greek
uses two different nouns for these two forms of love—
philia for the love of justice, and agape for the love of
charity. But since we have in English only the one verb to
express the action of loving in justice and in charity, we
will in our article treat of the attribute of charity, under the
term love. For clearness’ sake we will define its two forms.
The love of justice is duty-love, the love of charity is
disinterested love. By duty-love the love that is by right
owed to others is meant; and by disinterested love the love
that, apart from obligation, is given out of a delight in good
principles is meant. In a preceding portion of this chapter
we treated of the former, now we propose to treat of the
latter. Disinterested love, therefore, is the sense in
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which we use the word love as God's third higher primary
character attribute.

What is love in its wider sense? We answer that it is
good-will. This definition fits both the love of justice and
the love of charity. The reason that we define love as good-
will is because it is the only quality that never disappears
from the idea or expression of love. Therefore it must be its
essence. Love may express itself in a variety of forms each
one of which may exclude all other forms, but never is the
idea of goodwill excluded from it. Thus a father desiring to
benefit a wayward child may give him a severe beating.
Hence from the father's act, gentleness, leniency,
longsuffering, forbearance and forgiveness—various
manifestations of love—are absent, but good-will is
present. A man refusing alms to a proven unworthy subject
in order to reform him is not expressing liberality, but is
expressing good-will. The parent sending an oft disobedient
child to bed early and supperless so as to better its conduct
is not expressing kindness, but is expressing good-will.
Jesus' rebuking the Pharisees and driving out the defilers of
the temple did not show politeness, but did show good-will.
Thus there are many expressions of love in which this, that
or the other grace is lacking; but never can there be an
expression of love without good-will. This being the case,
love must be good-will. Disinterested love—charity—is
therefore disinterested good-will, and duty-love—justice—
is duty-good-will. What, then, is disinterested love or good-
will? We once asked this question of a member of a Bible
class, and were told that it is the love or good-will in which
we have no interest in another. On our asking how we
could love at all, if not interested in others, the error in the
answer became apparent. The answerer was looking at the
wrong party for the one in whom no interest was had. It is
the actor who is disinterested in self, but is interested
unselfishly, from love of good principles, in others,
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when exercising disinterested love. Disinterested love is an
unselfish love that goes out to others in good-will,
regardless of consequences or sacrifices brought upon self
thereby. In duty-love there is always an element of natural,
but not sinful, selfishness. Thus in duty-love we love God
for the good He has done us, and we love our neighbor as
we would have him love us; but in disinterested love we
love God and others, because we delight in good principles,
and that apart from any selfish consideration. This is the
quality in God that we understand to be meant by the third
attribute among His higher primary graces. Such a love in
God is referred to in many Scriptures, e.g., John 3: 16; 14:
21, 23; 17: 23, 26; Rom. 5: 8; 2 Cor. 9: 7; Eph. 2: 4; Tit. 3:
4; 1 John 3: 1; 4: 8-10, 12, 16, 19; Jude 21.

God's disinterested love, like ours, is based on a delight
in good principles (Jer. 9: 24; Ps. 1: 2; 40: 8; 45: 7).
Therefore the first element in God's love is delight in, or
appreciation of, good principles. He delights in, i.e.,
appreciates, them because they are good. Therefore He
abhors and is grieved at bad principles in themselves and in
action (Gen. 6: 6). Based upon this delight in good
principles is a second element in God's love—delight in,
i.e., appreciation of, those who are in harmony with good
principles (Ps. 146: 8; Prov. 15: 8, 9; 11: 2; 12: 22; John
14: 21, 23). Hence He abhors totally wicked persons
proven irreformable after full opportunity (Lev. 26: 30; Ps.
5: 6). Based upon this delight in good principles is also a
third element in God's love—sympathy with the righteous
and pity for the unrighteous. This sympathy with the
righteous first of all feels at one with them, i.e., is in heart
unison with them (John 17: 11, 21, 23, 26). Then it feels
with them when they are treated by others out of harmony
with good principles (Is. 63: 9; Rev. 6: 9-11). And, finally,
it feels for them in whatever disharmony with good
principles they may have (Ps. 103: 13-18). It also pities the
unrighteous in their disharmonies
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with good principles, in their resultant sufferings and in
their being treated out of harmony with good principles
(Ex. 34: 6, 7; Judges 10: 16; 2 Kings 13: 23; Ps. 78: 38, 39;
Is. 63: 9; Lam. 3: 22; Jas. 5: 11). As a final and fourth
element of love, it delights, from the above described
appreciation and sympathy or pity, to sacrifice in order to
further good principles in and for others, thereby seeking to
bring them into harmony with good principles, and to
oppose wrong principles for the rescue of others from their
evil nature and effect. From this analysis of love into its
four component parts, we recognize that it is not gush or
sentimentality, but is one of the noblest, yea, the very
noblest of all good qualities. "The greatest of these is
charity"—Ilove. Love in God's character is of the highest
possible kind. It adorns His character more than any other
of His character attributes.

All of God's acts, some more, some less, manifest His
love in one or more of its four elements. This will appear
from a consideration of His acts. His creative acts are all
more or less expressions of love; for in ultimate analysis
creation exists as a product of, and a sphere for the activity
of God's love in the blessing of beings in harmony with
good principles. Yea, He made all things for His pleasure,
i.e., the pleasure of doing good (Rev. 4: 11). Do we look
above us at the starry heavens? In them we see worlds that
God is preparing for the abode of holy beings whom it will
be His pleasure to make in order to exemplify forever the
reign of good principles. Do we look at our own planet? In
it we see a future home for a sin-rescued and holy race
forever one with God along lines of good principles. Do we
behold His providences? They are working together for
good now for the Church and later for the world. Does He
give sunshine to the good and the evil, and does He send
rain upon the just and the unjust? It is to help them on
toward harmony with good principles. Yea, all His creative
and
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providential works in nature display as well as flow out of
His love, even if not exclusively so.

This is also manifest in man's original creation. His
delight in good principles prompted Him to make man very
good—in His image and likeness (Gen. 1: 26-28, 31). It
was a loving thing in God to make man good in all his
faculties of body, mind and heart, and thus endowed with
happiness. It was a loving thing in God to surround man
with everything that ministered to his well being and
happiness. Flower and fruit, light and warmth, air and
water, earth and sky, vegetable and animal, man and
woman, life and health, perfection of being and fellowship
with God, were one and all gifts of love to man from His
loving Creator. God's intention in all this was to advance
man in harmony with good principles. Thus love shines out
in God's creative work in and for man. This is also apparent
in God's work toward man on trial. It was disinterested love
that sought by man's trial to advance him unto
crystallization of character and thus to fitness for
everlasting manifestation of harmony with good principles.
Love saw to it that the conditions of the trial were such as
would have contributed to this end, had man remained
faithful in the trial; and when man failed, love agreed to the
death sentence as a means to prevent man's living forever
in suffering and sin, which would have meant eternal
torment and eternal existence of sin—things that of course
God's love would not permit.

We see Divine love in the permission of evil. Ardently
desiring good principles forever to reign, and being
informed by Divine wisdom that the reign of evil would
educate man as to the hatefulness of sin and the desirability
of avoiding it, by teaching him through experience its
terrible nature and effects, Divine love was willing to
consent to the permission of evil, if ultimately God could
effect good from it. All the more so was Divine love
willing to consent to it when apprized by Divine wisdom
that Divine love would, after
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man's experience with evil, be given the opportunity to
favor man with an experience with righteousness, which
would heal him, as he would obey, from all the effects of
the experience with evil and restore him to God's image
and likeness. Since Divine love delights to spread good
principles, it was of course delighted to consent to man's
experience with evil, seeing that by the two above
experiences it could be used to advance good in man.

In the meantime Divine love compatibly with the rights
of justice was glad to draw into fellowship with God, and
thus to advance good principles, those who, while evil
prevailed in the world, felt after God and longed for
fellowship with Him. Thus it delighted to help Abel into
fellowship with God, Enoch to walk with God, and Noah, a
preacher of righteousness, to witness for God amid a
crooked and perverse generation. It was glad to bring the
latter and his family safely through the flood to make a new
start toward righteousness for mankind under the second
dispensation. It took pleasure in drawing Abraham to the
Lord until he became the trusted friend of God. It was glad
to bless him and his descendants with covenant relations
with God, inasmuch as this would not only keep some truth
and righteousness alive, but would prepare the faithful of
these as Ancient Worthies for participation in the great
work of deliverance. Thus Divine love labored with
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph unto this end. Moreover
God's love acted toward Israel in making a covenant with
them—the Mosaic Covenant. Not that it gave them life
thereby, but that it gave them thereby further revelations
fruitful in the spread of truth and righteousness among
them, gave them a knowledge of their sins and sinfulness,
brought the faithful among them to see that by their own
best endeavors they were unable to save themselves,
worked in them an intense longing for the promised Savior,
prepared them to receive Him, helped the faithful
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among them to qualify for Ancient Worthies and helped the
measurably faithful among them to be fit for the first place
among the world of mankind in the Restitution Age.
Further, Divine love, so far as this was in harmony with
justice, to whose demands it must ever defer, forgave
sinning and backsliding Israel whenever it would repent,
aroused movements conducive to repentance, blessed them
with new revelations and ministries of the prophets and
blessed their experiences and chastisements unto the
furtherance of good principles. Thus throughout the Jewish
Age, in which justice was the chief actor toward Israel, love
wrought many a thing conducive to the spread of good
principles. Love was delighted with the loyalty to faith and
righteousness manifested therein. Hence Moses, Joshua,
Samuel, David, Daniel and many others were highly
esteemed by God, and His appreciation, sympathy and
services toward them were abundant. Hebrews 11 shows
how His disinterested love acted toward these. Then, too,
God's love in its form of sympathy repeatedly had
compassion on His people under oppression, e.g., by the
Egyptians, Midianites, Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites,
Syrians, etc., and out of such sympathy effected their
deliverance. Furthermore it showed itself in His sending
faithful prophets to remonstrate against the wickedness of
Israelites and to call them to repentance and renewed
fellowship with God. The missions of Elijah, Hosea, Isaiah,
Jeremiah and John the Baptist are illustrative of this.
Beautifully is His love on this head, described in Jeremiah
in the language, "rising early and sending them"—the
prophets.

As the Jewish Age was ending Jehovah exercised the
greatest expression of love ever manifested—making His
only begotten Son human and giving Him up to the most
shameful and painful death on behalf of His enemies (John
1: 14; 3: 16, 17; Rom. 5: 6-10). Only a good, loyal father
who has an only and very
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well beloved and promising son, if called upon to give him
up to degradation and a shameful and painful death on
behalf of enemies, could come to the nearest realization of
what this meant to Jehovah. God's power to love is greater
than we can imagine. His only begotten Son was His
delight (Prov. 8: 30; Matt. 3: 17). In Him were the Father's
ambitions centered. His companionship and co-operation
gave the Father the most intense pleasure. He was
continually making plans and entrusting them to the Son to
execute, which He always did faithfully and efficiently. No
wonder that the Father loved and favored chiefly His only
begotten Son, who above all others had proven His
faithfulness, trustworthiness and efficiency. No wonder that
the Father greatly appreciated the Son, who brought all
creation, animate and inanimate, earthly and heavenly, into
existence and efficiently and faithfully superintended their
preservation and activities. The love, appreciation and
confidence of the Father toward such a Son was great.

On the other hand, those for whom the Father gave His
Son had no claim on God. His justice had properly cast
them off from His favor and sentenced them to death. The
bulk of them cared nothing for Him. Yea, the bulk of them
became confederate at a price—self-gratification—with the
enemy of His person, character, word and work, to
displease Him, to violate His laws, to seek to overthrow His
cause, to pervert His subjects from loyalty to Him and to
defy His authority. In a word, they became His enemies.
But their sad estate of enslavement to sin, error and death,
despite their indifference, callousness and enmity, deeply
stirred up His compassion for them. He longed to deliver
them from their bondage and bring them back into harmony
with Him and good principles; and when justice at
wisdom's suggestion offered to release these for a return to
such a blessed estate on condition of His degrading His
only begotten and well beloved Son
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from the next highest nature to the lowest nature of free
moral agents—humanity—and further suggested that in this
degraded condition His Son be given up by Him to a death
of the most disgraceful and painful kind, it suggested that
love make the greatest possible sacrifice. And, marvelous
to think, God's love was equal to this sacrifice; for God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son [to
degradation to the lowest free agent nature and to death in
supreme shame and excruciating pain] that whosoever
believeth on Him might not perish, but have everlasting
life. God's love felt the degradation, shame, pain and death
of His Son more deeply than His Son, Himself, felt them,
even as in the type of this, Abraham felt the sorrows of
Isaac's offering up more than Isaac did. But Divine love
triumphed. It made the supreme sacrifice, and that in order
that sin, error and death might be annihilated and
righteousness, truth and life might forever prevail. Thus His
delight in good principles and persons, His sympathy with
the prospective Elect and pity for the world, enabled Him
to offer the costliest sacrifice of all time and beings.

This is love's general sacrifice; but within its ample
folds are various features of disinterested love. In offering
His Son in sacrifice, not only love for the world actuated
Him, but also love for that Son wrought mightily in Him
unto His successfully giving up that Son. He saw in the
circumstances of the case the possibility of exalting His
Son in character, nature and office. He saw that the Son's
co-operating with Him heartily in the sacrifice would
develop in the Son a character even finer and stronger than
the character He already had, and this desire of working in
His Son such an improved character was delightsome to
Him in His love of advancing good principles. We are not
to think that there was anything imperfect in the Son's
prehuman character and in His human character; for there
was no blemish of any kind in these. But the
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character of the prehuman Logos, though perfect for the
nature that He then had, was not of so high a quality as the
Divine nature needs; much less was His perfect human
character of so high a quality as is fitted for the Divine
nature. But God saw that through the sufferings that His
Son would undergo He could be developed into a character
fitted for the highest created possibilities of the Divine
nature; and His great love for His Son, desiring such a
nobler character for Him, was willing to sacrifice Him that
it might be attained. Moreover, knowing that such
exaltation in character and nature would fit Him for higher
uses than His prehuman nature could attain—the office of
executing all God's future purposes as His vicegerental Son
throughout the Universe, God in love for that Son was
willing to endure the hardships incidental to the preparation
of the Son for such an exalted career. This was love indeed,
from which a loving parent might well shrink back, but to
which God was able to measure up. Yea, the love that God
exercised when He gave His Son to be made perfect in
character for the Divine nature and office of Jehovah's
vicegerent, was love of the highest quality, of the greatest
sublimity and of the most worthy kind.

There is still another feature of love that was in God's
heart, prompting Him to give His Son unto degradation,
disgrace, pain and death, i.e., for the Elect, who through
that death were to be most highly benefited. For, knowing
that through our Lord's carnation and death He could lift up
the four faith classes to much higher grades and qualities of
character than that to which the world could be elevated in
their Millennial experience with righteousness, God in His
disinterested love gave up His Son to carnation and death to
secure these blessed results for the four faith classes, who
constitute the four elect classes—the Little Flock, the
Ancient Worthies, the Great Company and the Youthful
Worthies. Thus disinterested love, delighting to
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advance good principles, sacrificed the Son in order to
develop these four classes in character fitting them for
spiritual existence—the Little Flock in the Divine nature as
having the highest form of character among these four
classes, and the other three classes in some spiritual nature
lower than the Divine—perhaps in the nature that the
Logos had before, and left at the time of His carnation. The
Son, willingly submitting to His Father's sacrificing Him in
such disinterested love, co-operated with the Father's love
to secure the glorious ends in view as to the four elect
classes.

Foregoing we have shown how in relation to the world,
to His only begotten Son and to the four elect classes,
God's love acted and manifested itself in giving up His Son
in carnation and in death. We now will trace the activity of
God's love to the Gospel-Age Elect and to the world.

God's love in its delight to do good to the world has
been using up some of the human all of His Gospel-Age
children in their measurably correcting the world as to its
sin and their measurably instructing it as to righteousness,
as well as in witnessing to it of the coming kingdom—the
judgment to come—all of which has been intended to curb
sin, spread righteousness and prepare the world for their
place in the Millennium. But such activity on the part of
Divine love has been sacrificial, for it means that God has
been giving up to pain, weariness, sorrow, persecution and
death, His well beloved children in order to do the world
the good that giving them refutations as to sin, and
instructions as to righteousness and the coming kingdom,
has done and will do them. God loves His children, if not
with the same degree, yet with the same kind of love as that
which He gave His Son Jesus while the latter was in the
flesh (John 17: 23, 26). As Jehovah felt with His Son Jesus
while the latter was being sacrificed, so He feels with His
many other sons as they have been sacrificed to give the
world the Scripturally marked reproofs
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as to sin and instructions as to righteousness and witness as
to the judgment to come. Yet His love was willing and able
to bear this out of His desire to give the world the benefit of
such reproof, instruction and witness. Additionally was
God's love active in giving up these sons to a sacrificial
death amid much weariness, pain, disgrace, persecution and
death, often of a martyr kind, in co-suffering with Jesus that
the blessing of restitution might be offered the world in the
Millennium. When we realize "the great love wherewith He
loved us,” we can come to something of a realization of
how strong must be the Divine love for the world in order
to endure the hardships incidental to sacrificing His many
spirit—begotten sons for them. Surely God's love for the
world, as manifest from the two above standpoints, is great
and good. It is surely disinterested—unselfish—Iove, like
that manifested in giving His only begotten Son for the
world.

Further, His disinterested love acts toward the Church
during the Gospel Age; for He is giving up those whom He
specially loves to sufferings in order to perfect them in
character, nature and office. Not only the consideration that
their sufferings will bless the world, now measurably and in
the Millennium very greatly, moves His love to bear the
hardship of sacrificing them for the world, but the
consideration that their sufferings will perfect them, if
faithful, in a Divine character. Such a character is high,
noble and good, and therefore the most desirable thing to
have. And so greatly does God in disinterested love prize
such characters that He is in disinterested love willing and
able to do all the work and to bear all the hardships
incidental to their sufferings, whereby such characters are
developed and perfected in them. His love perseveres
further in this course, because He sees that He can raise
those faithful amid such sufferings to the Divine nature and
offices, whereby they will be able
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with the greatest efficiency and faithfulness to spread the
reign of good principles, and thus lift up and bless others.
Thus His disinterested love shines out in His sacrificing the
Little Flock.

But some whom He is giving up to suffering on behalf
of the world fail faithfully to co-operate in those sufferings.
These do not attain the heights of character, nature and
office given to the Little Flock of more than overcomers.
But if they, under the Lord's corrective teachings and
providences, wash their robes from their spots and then co-
operate with the Lord in faithful service unto death amid
sufferings, they will be enabled to develop characters fit for
a spiritual nature and office subordinate to the Little
Flock's. These also God loves; and He also loves so much
the good to which they may attain that He has been willing
to endure the hardships incidental to their cleansing and
sufferings that they may attain the intended good. Thus
disinterested love is active in God's dealings with the Great
Company. The same love of God acts toward the Youthful
Worthies, who, though not now children of God, like the
Little Flock and the Great Company, are now friends and
servants of God. Later—in the Millennium—they, with the
Ancient Worthies, will become sons of God. They, like the
latter, belong to the faith-elect-classes, and as such their
loyalty to God greatly delights Him. But His delight—the
appreciation of disinterested love—in them does not keep
Him back from letting them suffer pain, sorrow,
persecution and death, in the course of their advancing truth
and righteousness in and about them. On the contrary, to
develop in them an overcoming character fitting them for
perfect human nature and earthly princeship throughout the
Millennium, both for the good they now will do and get and
the good they in the Millennium will do and get from such
sufferings, His love, to gain these good results, endures the
hardship of seeing them suffer incidentally to His obtaining
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these good results. Thus Divine love acts toward the
Youthful Worthies now, because of the good results for
them and the world unto God's honor now and later. Thus
we see that God's love delights to advance all the elect
classes despite the incidental sufferings, in order to make
truth and righteousness prevail in them and through them
towards others. We will not get a right focus on the Divine
love in its Gospel-Age activities unless we view it as the
love-testing activity of giving up His beloved Elect for their
own development and for the blessing of the world.

There is still another sphere in which Divine love acts
towards the Elect—their faults. God's disinterested love is
pained whenever these fail to do good, or whenever they do
evil. This is so because disinterested love delights in good.
Hence it must be pained at evil. Yet His love, despite its
pain, does not give them up. Intent on their reformation it
works faithfully, sympathetically and sacrificially to rescue
them. It is His love that instructs them as to the evil
character of these wrongs of omission and commission. It is
His love that stripes them for their cleansing (1 John 1: 9),
whenever they show any willfulness. His love in some
cases even withdraws His smile of favor, i.e., if there is
much willfulness in them. It nevertheless follows them in
its delight to reform and reinstate them into His favor. How
freely His love forgives them when they are repentant!
How He manifests in many ways His delight when He wins
them back to the right way! What a great love this is on His
part so faithfully and patiently to seek them for truth and
righteousness! Yea, how great is that love that for nearly 19
centuries has labored for their reformation and character
perfection.

Midway between the lost world and the elect is another
class to whom God has shown much love in this Age, i.e.,
the faith justified. We do not here refer to those of the faith
justified who proceed to consecration,
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but to those who do not so do. While the real purpose of the
Gospel-Age faith justification has been to prepare
responsive persons for consecration and election, yet
many—yea, the vast majority—fail to use it for these
purposes. Nevertheless, God's disinterested love has acted
toward these. Yea, even before their justification it acted
toward them individually; for it pitied them in their lost,
undone and alienated condition to such a degree as to use
some of the humanity of His sons and servants to preach
repentance to them, and by the Word aroused them to hate
and forsake sin and to love and practice righteousness. Of
course such an action on God's part was one of
disinterested love. Furthermore, on their exercising
repentance He aroused some of His sons and servants to
help them further by the Word to accept Jesus as their
Savior, and through faith in His merit to come into
justification and consequent peace with God. In this action
we recognize His love acting. So, too, has He been using
the humanity of His sons and servants to help these to more
knowledge of His Truth, to further cleansing from filthiness
of the flesh and spirit and to greater practice of
righteousness. Surely such activities of His have been
expressions of disinterested love. To do this unweariedly
for many centuries is a still greater manifestation of love,
and to continue doing it, despite the backsliding of many
and the half-hearted responsiveness of others, in the
interests of truth and righteousness is a high expression of
His love. O, how great has been the love of God in the
Gospel Age!

Even in the great tribulation which began with the
World War, which will proceed with the World Revolution,
and which will end with the World Anarchy and Jacob's
Trouble, all accompanied with famines and pestilences, we
can see Divine love active, though of course Divine power
and justice chiefly act therein. Nevertheless there is love in
the wrath—the love that can use wrath for reformatory
purposes when nothing
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else can prove effective. God's love has for nearly 1900
years been calling the world to repentance, but apart from a
comparatively few the world has not repented. This call to
repentance has been a marvelous exhibition of
longsuffering and patient love toward the sinful race; for it
has been accompanied with many blessings, which are all
the greater expressions of love when the fact that they were
bestowed on enemies is considered. Moral suasion
accompanied with much and long-drawn-out kindness
failing, there is no other recourse for the love that earnestly
longs for man's deliverance from sin, error and death, than
to resort to the rod with only that degree of severity
necessary to put man into a salvable condition by humbling
him and thus fitting him obediently to receive the only
means that will deliver him—the Kingdom of God. Thus
we can see Divine love in the greatest wrath.

The organization of God's kingdom with perfect
adaptation for man's deliverance from evil and uplift into
perfection will be another exhibition of Divine love. The
establishment of Christ and the Church as the controlling
power in the kingdom is an action of love, because they
will have characters adorned with all the mercy necessary
to make allowance for human weakness and ignorance,
with all the faithfulness necessary to apply unto a
completion the varied means for man's reformation, with all
the knowledge necessary to apply these means efficiently
and with all the will power necessary to persevere in the
good work unto the end, as they will be clothed with God's
authority and power to inaugurate and to control
completely every Millennial condition. Certainly Divine
love is apparent in such an organization of the controlling
part of the kingdom. So, too, Divine love is manifest in the
organization of the three subordinate parts of the
kingdom—the Ancient Worthies to act as the main visible
representatives of the invisible Christ in establishing and
operating the main visible agencies and means for
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ruling and blessing mankind, the Youthful Worthies to act
as the less important visible representatives of the invisible
Christ in establishing and operating the less important
visible agencies and means for ruling and blessing man,
and the Great Company as the invisible and subordinate
agents of the invisible Christ in supporting the two visible
parts of the kingdom and in executing the disciplinary
orders of the Christ Class. Such an organization of the
kingdom will be just the thing to suppress every feature of
the curse, introduce its opposite good features and bring the
willing and obedient into sympathetic oneness and co-
operation with the kingdom arrangements, whereby they
will be delivered from every part of the curse, be given all
the blessings of restitution and be prepared for the
paradisiac earth. When we think of the lavish abundance of
goodness that will be ministered through this arrangement
in its healing, uplifting and perfecting effects, we must
recognize the love of God as acting in the Millennial
arrangements for man's uplift.

So, too, will the love of God be manifest in the final test
at the end of the Millennium, because this test will be for
the purpose of establishing truth and righteousness
eternally in the restored human family. God's delight in
good principles and His delight to preserve them forever—
features of disinterested love—of course, in the nature of
the case, will operate in that final test.

The sentence to, and the execution of eternal destruction
on those who chose evil under that final test, while
primarily matters of Divine power and justice, will
nevertheless be accompanied by love; for love will be
willing to have them blotted out in order to destroy all sin,
to prevent the wicked from suffering eternally and to keep
eternally the good from mental suffering, and thus will God
secure the undisturbed permanence of good. And as these
results could not be attained so
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long as sinners exist, love in its delight to support good,
will co-operate in the destruction of the wicked.

Of course Divine love will be exercised in rewarding
those found faithful in the final trial. It will take delight in
blessing them with every good pleasure, possession,
condition and progress. Before they call He will answer,
and while they are yet speaking He will hear. With lavish
profusion will Jehovah gratify their every desire; and this
will eternally draw out their love, appreciation, hope, faith
and obedience. Thus Divine love will triumph in blessing
with every good thing those who will use their blessings to
their own and others' profit and happiness and to God's
credit and pleasure. Surely all of the considerations
presented in this article prove that God is love. And His
great love calls out our love; for we love Him, because He
first loved us.

In our discussion of God's higher primary attributes of
character we now come to the fourth and last—power. We
have in the preceding chapter discussed God's power as an
attribute of His being, and will not treat of it in that sense in
this chapter. Rather, as our subject implies, we desire in
this chapter to study power as an attribute of character. One
may ask, What is the difference between power as an
attribute of God's being and power as an attribute of God's
character? We answer, The former is an attribute of God's
body, whereby He can by His strength do whatever He
wills; the latter is an attribute of God's heart and mind,
whereby He rules Himself in well doing and perseveres
therein with cheerful endurance in spite of obstacles. Thus
the external work of the creation and preservation of the
universe and of the execution of His Plan are examples of
His power as an attribute of His being, while the internal
strength of will necessary to rule Himself in well doing and
to persevere in well doing with cheerful endurance in spite
of any obstacle arising in the course of His
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works of creation and providence and of the execution of
His Plan, are examples of His power as an attribute of
character. When under the symbol of a lion in Rev. 4 and
Ezek. 1 God's attribute of power is represented, we are to
understand that God's power is there set forth in the sense
of an attribute both of His being and character. But having
already discussed power as an attribute of His being, we
will here study power as an attribute of His character.

Power, then, as an attribute of character means strength
of the disposition and will—the mind and heart—primarily
along the lines of wisdom, justice and love, and secondarily
along the lines of other mind and heart qualities. It is a
universal grace, yea, we may call it the universal grace,
because it is the only one which, when properly
functioning, rules and reinforces every other grace. Its
function, therefore, is primarily executory, for it makes all
the other qualities act. Other graces supply the proper
motives for action; this one makes them execute the action.
It puts its strength back of the motives that prompt to action
and by the instructions of wisdom makes them work in the
performance of the action. Thus power is related to
wisdom, justice and love. The relation is this: Wisdom
supplies a tactful plan for an action in harmony with justice
and love; then justice and love supply the main motives for
the action, and power takes this plan and puts back of
justice and love its strength to make them carry out the
plan. This is precisely the way the four higher primary
Divine attributes acted in making, and are acting in
carrying out, the Divine Plan of the Ages. It is necessary
for us to see this primary function of power properly, if we
would be in a position to understand power as an attribute
of God's character. In a word, its function is primarily
executory—it executes wisdom's plans, harmonized with
and propelled by justice and love. In exercising this
executive function
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power suppresses the activity of non-pertinent qualities and
uses other pertinent qualities than justice and love to
support these as motives. Thus in support of justice and
love, acting in the execution of wisdom's plans, power, as
the needs of the case demand, will use secretiveness,
combativeness, aggressiveness, self-esteem, friendship,
patriotism, etc. This suppressing and supporting function of
power may be called its secondary function. And the result
of such functional activities of power in us is an increased
strengthening of power as an attribute of character and an
increased strengthening of our other good qualities—a
result, of course, which it cannot have in God, since He is
and always was infinite in power as an attribute of
character.

Power as an attribute of character, both in God and in us,
consists of two elements—self-control and patience. Self-
control alone rules the heart and mind in God and us amid
ordinary experiences and situations. But when obstacles
present themselves self-control, both in God and us, is
reinforced for purposes of self-rule, by patience. Self-
control works through the faculty of firmness; patience
works through the faculty of continuity. There is a very
widespread error as to the nature of patience. Most people
regard it as synonymous with longsuffering. This is a
mistake, as a definition of these two qualities will show.
Longsuffering—the opposite of anger—is a calm and
unresentful carriage of oneself amid naturally exasperating
circumstances;  while  patience—the  opposite  of
inconstancy—is joyfully enduring perseverance, continuity,
stick-to-itiveness, steadfastness in well-doing despite
obstacles. When we therefore speak of power as an
attribute of Jehovah's character we mean His strength of
self-control and perseverance. These two qualities have
been constantly manifesting themselves in connection with
Jehovah's activities. Let us look at the salient features of
God's
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Plan and observe how these two qualities have
characterized Jehovah in the outworking of His Plan.

When God's foresight apprized Him of the fall of man
and of some angels, His self-control sustained Him to make
a plan suitable for their needs as to deliverance, and His
patience persevered unto a complete making of that plan.
God's self-control ruled Him in making men and angels and
His patience persevered in that work until it was completed.
Self-control and patience backed justice and love in putting
man and angels on trial, as they have supported these in
executing the sentence for disobedience under that trial. For
upward of 6,000 years God has permitted evil in man and
fallen angels and therein has manifested great self-control
and patience from the standpoint of His purpose in its
permission. How great has been God's self-control and
patience in relation to the persecutions and sufferings of
His people, inflicted by the wicked! The course of Cain
toward Abel, of the antediluvians toward Noah, of Laban
toward Jacob, of Jacob's sons toward him and Joseph, of
Pharaoh and the Egyptians toward Israel, Moses and Aaron,
of the Israelites toward Moses and the prophets and of the
oppressive nations toward Israel throughout the Jewish
Age, required and was attended by self-control and
patience on the part of Jehovah.

Even a more marked exercise of power—self-control
and patience—on God's part is manifest in His attitude and
acts connected with the sufferings of Jesus and His faithful
followers. The mental sufferings that Jesus underwent,
especially in Gethsemane and on Calvary, required the
exercise of self-control and patience in Jehovah to permit
them. To see His beloved Son endure the contradiction of
sinners against Himself, in the murmurings, disputings,
harassings, accusations and revilings of the scribes,
Pharisees and priests, in the buffetings, mockings and
torturings of the soldiers, and in the rejections, execrations



Higher Primary Graces of God's Character. 131

and derisions of the mobs, called for Jehovah to exercise
self-control and patience in carrying out a sacrificial feature
of His Plan amid such circumstances. To hear Himself
blasphemed, His character and Plan misrepresented, and
His righteous laws and gracious favors set at naught,
certainly demanded self-control and patience on His part, in
order to carry out His arrangements in the presence of such
conditions. How often did the persecutions, the
misrepresentations and the cruelties exercised against the
Gospel messengers and people in the Harvest of the Jewish
Age require Jehovah to exercise self-control and patience in
carrying forward the purposes of that Harvest! Certainly the
rise of false teachers among the brethren at that time, the
development of the great apostasy immediately afterward,
the rise of the clergy class among God's people, the
development of a hierarchy out of the clergy class, and of
the papacy out of the hierarchy, the crushing of the Truth,
the union of Church and State, the perversion of the
mission of the Gospel-Age Church, the persecution and
overpowering of the saints, particularly of their leaders, the
exaltation of the unfaithful, the tortures of the Inquisition,
the oppression and degradation of the laity by the clergy,
the proscription of the Bible and other Truth writings, the
violence of wars, massacres, exilings, the devastations of
homes and countries, against Truth and righteousness, and
the distress of His oppressed children, as expressions of
Antichrist's wrath against the Lord, His cause and His
people, must have greatly required the exercise of self-
control and patience in God.

Emerging out of the Dark Ages God's faithful people
have had to suffer in the Reformation period a double set of
injuries. On the one hand, the papacy kept up its terrible
opposition of them, and on the other hand, later reformers
and their supporters had to endure the opposition of the
previously existing
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Protestant sects. The Presbyterians persecuted the Baptist
and Servetian reforming brethren. The Episcopalians and
Presbyterians persecuted the Congregational and Quaker
reforming brethren. The Episcopalians more mildly
persecuted the Methodists. All of these in still milder forms
persecuted the Christians and Adventists. And the
Harvesters were persecuted by Catholics and Protestants of
all sects. As God viewed His people, crying out by their
sufferings, but not by their words, "How long, O Lord?" we
may be sure that His self-control and patience had to be
active to keep right on in the carrying out of His Plan
despite the incidental sufferings to which His people have
been exposed through Catholic autocracy and Protestant
sectarianism. Nor are these all the sufferings through which
God's Elect have had to pass and yet must pass. The late
war brought considerable sufferings upon the Little Flock,
Great Company and Youthful Worthies. They have yet to
pass through tribulations to be brought upon them through
certain civil powers at the instigation of the symbolic beast
and false prophet. Doubtless the strenuous times of the
future parts of the Great Tribulation will bring much
sufferings upon them. All these experiences will call forth
the exercise of Jehovah's self-control and patience; for He
loves and deeply feels with His people. "In all their
affliction He was afflicted.” He will also exercise self-
control and patience at the sufferings of the Ancient and
Youthful Worthies and of the faithful Restitution class
during the trying experiences of the Little Season, when
Satan with great wrath comes forth and works deceptions.
Thus we see that the sufferings of God's people from the
beginning have called upon God to exercise self-control
and patience in order to work out His Plan in connection
with such sufferings.

Jehovah has likewise had to exercise self-control and
patience in connection with the wickedness of
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fallen men and angels. Above we showed His power acting
in connection with their suffering evil. Here we would
show it acting in connection with their sin. The wickedness
of Satan in rebellion, ingratitude, deceitfulness, power
grasping, in tyrannizing over and debauching the race for
many millenniums, in entrapping the incautious angels
before the flood, in organizing and administering a
kingdom opposing God's Plan and in seeking most
wickedly to blaspheme and misrepresent God's character,
person, word and work, to thwart God's work, to seduce
His servants, to incite others against them and to do them
unto ruin and death, has undoubtedly occasioned God to
exercise self-control and patience as He in spite of these
things proceeded on His course of carrying out His Plan.
The co-operation of the demons with Satan in his wicked
course, consisting mainly of the things enumerated in the
preceding sentence, increased the occasion of God's
exercising self-control and patience in carrying out His
Plan amid such a wicked course on the part of the fallen
angels as Satan's co-operators. And what shall we say of
man's wickedness as making conditions prevail in which it
became necessary for God to apply power as an attribute of
character in the way of self-control and patience? The
idolatries, grossly material and refinedly mental, the
unbeliefs and misbeliefs, the blasphemies and perjuries, the
disregard for the higher powers and parental authority, the
individual murders and collective slayings, the adulteries,
fornications, unnatural lusts and vices, the marital, parental
and filial sins, the thieveries, plunderings, banditries,
briberies, devastations, corruptions and spoliations, the
slanders, misrepresentations and character assassinations,
and the envies, jealousies, evil surmisings, covetings,
hatreds and cruelties and multitudes of mankind's other
sins, have been occasions innumerable for Jehovah to
exercise self-control and patience. Had He not done this,
the race and
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the fallen angels might have been blotted out, His Plan
gone by default and His kingdom have been much
undermined. We glory in God that His strength of heart and
mind in self-control and patience are such as to have met in
proper poise of character all the conditions confronting
Him in the prevalence of evil among fallen angels and men
and among His faithful people, and in the prevalence of sin
among fallen angels and men.

In God's dealing with His elect peoples there has been
constant need of His exercising self-control and patience.
His typically elect people—Israel—gave Him many an
opportunity of exercising self-control and patience, through
their frequent lapses from their covenant obligations to
Him. They were frequently wayward. Often they murmured
and complained. They fell into idolatry and the wicked
orgies connected with idolatrous religions. Not seldom did
they rebel against God's ordinances and arrangements. For
the sake of having a royalty they rejected Him as their King
and His democratic arrangements as to their civil and social
relations. They frequently mistreated His prophets. Many
times in distrust of His protection they sought alliances
with surrounding heathen nations. Time and again they
corrupted their religious services and reduced them to mere
formalism. Yet God continued to deal with them, correcting
their faults, blessing their graces, striping their rebellions,
reinstating them on their repentance in His forgiveness,
sending them warnings, giving them encouragements,
surrounding them with His protection, exalting them in
their loyalty, abounding toward them in their needs, and
giving them every helpful influence. Had He not possessed
infinite self-control and patience, how could He have
continued for over eighteen centuries in dealing with them
throughout the Jewish Age? He would long before have
cast them off.
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We can discern His self-control and patience in His
dealing with the Ancient Worthies. Thus His self-control
and patience worked continually toward Abraham, the
friend of God; Isaac, the peaceful shepherd; Jacob, the man
of action; Joseph, the man of humiliation and exaltation;
Moses, the servant of God; Joshua, the warrior of God;
Gideon, the daring; Jephtha, the courageous; Samson, the
strong; David, the beloved and reliable; Elijah, the austere;
Isaiah, the eloquent; Jeremiah, the sorrowful; Daniel, the
loyal, and multitudes of less prominence, but of the same
faithfulness. All of these needed help, were deficient in
various respects, faultful in others; some of these were at
times willful, forgetful and backsliding. To supply their
lacks, to cleanse their faults and to strengthen their graces
in their varied personal bents and circumstances required a
continued exercise of self-control and patience on God's
part in His efforts to enable them to fulfill His will and to
qualify for their places in the earthly phase of the Kingdom.
When we include among these Abel, Enoch and Noah, we
find that God dealt with these Ancient Worthies over 4,000
years. Acting toward them successfully for so long a period
required, among other qualities, self-control and patience of
a unique degree.

A still greater display of these two graces as the
elements of God's power in character respects is found in
His dealing with Christ and His prospective Bride. Great
were the expressions of His self-control and patience in His
depriving Himself of Christ's prehuman companionship and
service and in His emptying the Word of His prehuman
nature and office when making Him flesh. It certainly
required great self-control and patience in God's arranging
for Him to be absent from Him for over thirty-four years.
Great were the self-control and patience of God in making
Him a sacrifice unto death for His enemies and in
developing His new creature unto Divine completion
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amid most heart-searching and crucial experiences. Under
these circumstances it was especially the Father's love for
His Son that made it necessary for Him to exercise such
great manifestations of self-control and patience in order to
accomplish His purposes with His Son. In His dealing with
the Church in connection with the sacrifice of its humanity,
its cleansing itself from all filthiness of the flesh and of the
spirit, and its development, strengthening, balancing and
crystallizing Christlikeness, there have been the most
marvelous exhibitions of His self-control and patience so
far enacted. This will become apparent, if we consider how
God is as a rule choosing the weak, the base, the despised,
the poor and the ungifted as heirs of the Kingdom. To train
these into fitness for such a position is truly the greatest
work of self-control and patience ever yet performed, if it is
not in need the greatest work of self-control and patience
that ever will be performed.

Certainly Jehovah's past, present and future activities
with the Great Company, before recent years individually,
and since recent years as a class, exhibits remarkably His
power in the forms of self-control and patience. It is in
these measurably unfaithful new creatures that Satan found
more or less fit instruments for developing the errors of
doctrine, practice and organization in Greek and Roman
Catholicism and in Protestant Sectarianism. These were by
their waywardness, stubbornness and revolutionism
continually trying God's self-control and patience; for,
children of His, they were using, doubtless ignorantly, their
greatest endeavors to advance what actually were the plans
of God's chief enemy—Satan. Only a good father who has
constantly sought the best interests of his children, who
despite this turned against his interests and sided with his
mortal enemy and unscrupulous competitor, can to a large
degree enter into Jehovah's feelings as to the course of the
Great Company
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now and in the past. Surely, great self-control and patience
have been His in dealing with them. How great care in
these qualities must He take in opposing their
revolutionism! How much of these will have to be in
evidence until their fleshly mind is destroyed! How highly
will they have to act to bring them to a complete cleansing
and to a proper service of Himself! The same remarks with
slight modifications apply to His dealing with those of the
Youthful Worthies who in character act much like, as they
are also cooperators with, the Great Company; as also the
same remarks as were made on Jehovah's self-control and
patience in dealing with the Ancient Worthies apply to the
activities of these two elements of God's power as an
attribute of character in His dealings with the good
Youthful Worthies.

It is, of course, manifest that in the great tribulation,
already begun and to last yet many years, though we are
now in one of its lulls, God's power in the forms of self-
control and patience finds a marvelous field of action in
overruling the tribulation for ultimate good to all
concerned. In protecting His own, as well as measuring out
adequate retributions on institutions, involving their
individual supporters, whom by the trouble He designs to
bless, there have been and will be marvelous displays of
God's power as an attribute of character, ruling Himself and
persevering on His course as to the workings of the
tribulation.

Then, too, when we look forward to the times of
restitution, we can with faith's eye see many evidences of
God's exercising His power in self-control and patience in
gradually giving the kingdom arrangements, in applying
these to the billions of mankind, returned from the dead, in
restraining, chastising, correcting and instructing the weak
and wayward and in punishing the wilful, and that all for
the sake of their reformation. Nor will there be wanting
such power in the forms of self-control and patience in
dealing 100
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years with the fully wilful before He destroys them as
incorrigible sinners. So, too, will there be many exhibitions
of His attribute of power in self-control and patience in
dealing 1,000 years with the reformable for their full
restoration to human perfection—restitution—especially in
dealing with those who will reform externally, but not from
and in the heart. God, knowing their hypocrisy—that of the
symbolic goats (Matt. 25: 31-47)—all through these 1,000
years, will nevertheless control Himself as He perseveres to
uplift them. How great will be the display of these qualities
in the Little Season, when Satan and his impenitent angels
are permitted to attempt to deceive the whole perfected
race! He will exercise these qualities for the perhaps 40
years of that season, in order to complete the outworking of
His Plan. He will show them, too, in His relation to the
rebelliously wicked and in His relation to the obediently
righteous of mankind in the varying stands that they will
then make. Self-control and patience will manifest
themselves in Him when the sentence of destruction is
pronounced and executed upon Satan, his demons and
incorrigible men, as well as when the reward of life is
pronounced upon and given to the righteous. Therefore in
the Ages to come, among others, His glorious power in its
forms of self-control and patience will be celebrated by all
creation (Rev. 5: 13).

We have now finished our individual study of Jehovah's
four higher primary graces. But we should not close this
chapter without some remarks on the relation of these four
attributes to one another and to other graces. Of these four,
wisdom and justice are fundamental, i.e., truth and
righteousness are the foundations for love and power, as
well as for God's throne (Ps. 89: 14). Always the first
consideration that arises in Jehovah's mind as respects any
action, course, principle or thing is this: Is it in harmony
with truth and righteousness? No matter what other
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good qualities may be found in it, if either truth or
righteousness is in any way compromised or impinged in
that action, course, principle or thing, Jehovah refuses to
sanction it or co-operate in it. If a thing is in harmony with
truth and righteousness, and if God desires to enter into it in
activity, He will then act with respect to it in love and
power, deferring always, however, to wisdom and justice.
God's love and power have never acted, nor will they ever
act, except in harmony with and in deference to His
wisdom and justice. So, then, wisdom and justice are the
foundations, and love and power are the superstructures of
God's higher primary attributes of character. The
harmonious activity and co-ordination of these four
attributes in the order and way above indicated is manifest
in every principle and feature of God's Plan. Therefore His
Plan is a most sublime revelation and manifestation of His
character. The harmony of His character is manifest in this
Plan in that the foundation of its every feature is wisdom
and justice and the superstructure of its every feature is
love and power. If we view God's creative, providential,
redemptive, instructional, justifying, sanctifying and
delivering works as they are displayed in His Plan, we will
find that they manifest the harmony and co-ordination of
these four sublime qualities in the order and procedure
above indicated. Thus we recognize that each of these
attributes is perfect in itself and in its relations to the other
three. Therefore there is a harmonious co-operation
between them; for they never act in variance to, but always
in support of, one another. Otherwise God's character
would be imperfect.

And not only are there harmony and co-ordination in the
activities of God's higher primary graces in their mutual
relations, but there is also in this harmony and co-
ordination a dominance on the part of these four graces
over all God's other graces. It will be recalled that in the
first part of this chapter we explained
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that God had, in addition to His higher primary graces,
lower primary, secondary and tertiary graces. None of the
graces of these three later classes, or the other elements of
the character has the right of controllership in God's acts.
Whether they will be permitted to act or not is dependent
on the decision and controllership of His higher primary
graces acting in the harmony and co-ordination described
above. Therefore God's higher primary graces have in the
above-defined harmony and co-ordination the function of
controlling all His other graces and elements of character. It
is theirs to suppress, support, employ, modify, harmonize
and inter-relate the others' use or uses. They are God's
ruling, dominating graces. And in the wondrous perfection
of each of these four graces, in their harmony and co-
ordination with one another and in their dominating in such
harmony and co-ordination all God's other graces and
elements of character lies the marvelous balance of God's
character. Never in the least item is there a deviation from
this wondrous balance which, existing in infinite strength,
constitutes the perfection of Jehovah's character. O, how
sublime is His character! Worthy from every standpoint of
disposition, thought, motive, word and work is He to be
praised! He is so supremely good that our weak, fallen
powers are unutterably inadequate properly to appreciate
and praise Him. Lost in wonder, love and appreciation, we
bow down before Him in worship and adoration, crying
out, "Great and marvelous are Thy works, Lord God, the
Almighty; righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou King of
the Ages. Who shall not reverence Thee, O Lord, and
glorify Thy name? For Thou only art holy” (Rev. 15: 3, 4)!
Let us consider His holy character as displayed in His Plan
so devoutly, so believingly, so lovingly and so adoringly,
that little by little and more and more we shall be changed
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor. 3: 18).



CHAPTER IV.

THE LOWER PRIMARY GRACES OF
GOD'S CHARACTER.

THE NATURE OF THE PRIMARY GRACES. GOD'S AND MAN'S LOWER
AFFECTION-ORGANS—SELFISH AND SOCIAL. GOD'S SELF-ESTEEM.
APPROBATIVENESS. RESTFULNESS.  VITATIVENESS. SELF-
DEFENSIVENESS. AGGRESSIVENESS. CAREFULNESS.
SECRETIVENESS. PROVIDENCE. INTELLIGENCE. AGREEABLENESS.
CONJUGALITY. FATHERLINESS. KINGLINESS.

IN THE preceding chapter we finished our study of God's
higher primary attributes of character—wisdom, justice,
love and power. The expression, higher primary attributes,
implies lower primary attributes of character. Perhaps a
brief review of our definition of primary attributes of
character will at this stage of our study prove helpful:
Primary attributes of character are such as are produced by
the direct action of the various affection-organs, e.g., the
direct action of the affection-organ, spirituality, produces
faith, a higher primary grace, one of the ingredients of
wisdom; the direct working of the affection-organ,
firmness, develops self-control, a higher primary grace, one
of the ingredients of power; the direct operation of the
affection-organ, continuity, cultivates patience, the other
ingredient of power. Thus in all cases the direct result of
the operation of any affection-organ is the pertinent
primary grace. The direct operation of the higher affection-
organs produces the higher primary attributes; and the
direct working of the lower affection-organs cultivates the
lower primary qualities, graces or attributes. Our speaking
of such qualities being developed must, of course, be
understood as applying to God's creatures who are free
moral agents—angels and men. It would not be true to say
that God has developed such qualities by the use
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of His affection-organs; for He has always had and will
always have them in infinite perfection, and therefore has
always used and will always use them in infinite perfection.
Thus they have not been developed in Him.

From the fact that man originally was, and new creatures
now are, images of God, from the fact that fallen man has
all man's original affection-organs, though in a corrupt
condition, and from the fact that man has lower affection-
organs, we conclude that God has them also. But this
thought is not only an inference, but is also proven by
direct Scriptures that ascribe such affection-organs to God.
Some of these Scriptures, as they apply to His lower
affection-organs, we will cite when we come to a
consideration of His individual affection-organs of the
lower order, as we have already cited some that apply to
His higher affection-organs. God, having the same general
affection-organs as man originally had, as new creatures
now have and as fallen man now has, though these are
more or less corrupt in the latter, we can recognize what
God's are by a consideration of what man's are. Man has
especially two classes of lower affection-organs in
connection with which lower primary graces act: (1) selfish
and (2) social. Hence God has these two classes of lower
affection-organs. Man's selfish affections, each the
sentiment of a distinct organ, are (1) love for a proper self-
estimate, (2) love for others' good opinion, (3) love for
ease, (4) love for life, (5) love for defending self, (6) love
for attacking the injurious, (7) love for safety, (8) love for
concealment, (9) love for possessions, (10) love for food,
(11) love for knowledge and (12) love for making oneself
agreeable to others. God has all of these selfish affections
with pertinent organs, except love for food, which God as a
Divine and immortal Spirit does not need, though His love
for the Truth and its spirit is in Him the thing that
corresponds with our love for
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natural food. We speak of these affections as selfish, not in
the sense of their being sinful, but in the sense of their
being concerned with oneself. There is a righteousness
selfishness, and it is approved as such in the statements,
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself* and "All things
whatsoever ye would [desire] that men do unto you, do ye
even so unto them.” In fallen man his selfish affections,
alas, have become more or less sinful; but this is not the
case with God's selfish affections, nor with those of Adam
and Eve before their fall, nor with those of Jesus.

The second set of man's lower primary affections is the
social, each of whose affections has its own organ for
activity. These affections are: (1) love for the opposite sex,
(2) love for the members of one's family, including
husband, wife, parents, children, and brethren, (3) love for
relatives, (4) love for pets, (5) love for home, (6) love for
native land and (7) love for friends. Some of these in the
forms just mentioned God has, but others He does not have.
There is no sex love in God, for there is no sex in spirit
beings. Indeed, before Millennial perfection is reached, sex
and sex love will cease in the human family, its purpose of
replenishing the earth with a sufficiently large number of
human beings having by then been accomplished.
Gradually, in the Millennium, will the brain organ through
which amativeness works dry up, and will finally cease to
be a part of the brain, and by that process sex love will
cease to be an affection of the human heart. Therefore God
has placed the organ of sex love at the base of the brain, so
that its drying up will not affect the rest of the brain
disadvantageously. Without the pertinent human brain
organs drying up there will be changes in the activities of
other affections, e.g., love for spouse, parents and children
in the perfected race, but it is unnecessary here for us to go
further into these matters. God, of course, has no father,
mother, brothers, or sisters. Hence we infer
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that He does not have pertinent organ departments for the
operation of these affections. Nor has He a spouse in our
understanding of the word. We will reserve details on this
for later discussion.

We will now briefly discuss Jehovah's selfish lower
primary graces. The first of these is His self-esteem, which
is the quality active in His exercising a proper valuation of
Himself. That the Scriptures teach that God has the! quality
of self-esteem is evident from those passages in which He
describes His person, His attributes of being and of
character, His word and His works. In the chapters on His
attributes of being and character we quoted numerous
passages which prove that God sees His being and
character as we have described them; and thus He exercises
self-esteem. The things that He says of His word or plan
and His works proves the same thing. Ps. 119 contains
numerous passages that describe in language of praise
God's word. Ps. 103; Rev. 15: 3, 4, and numerous other
Scriptures praise God's works. These prove that He
exercises self-esteem as to His word or plan and His works.
His self-esteem consists of three qualities—self-confidence,
self-satisfaction and self-respect. By His self-confidence
He feels that He is sufficient for anything in harmony with
His being, character, plan and works. He never for a
moment, or in any circumstance, feels distrust of Himself,
well knowing that He is equal to any occasion,
circumstance, demand or task. By His self-satisfaction He
feels that He is "perfect and entire, wanting nothing." He
never upbraids Himself. He never finds fault with Himself.
He never finds any flaw with anything He is, plans or does;
for He knows that He is in no way defective, but in every
respect absolutely and unchangeably perfect. By His self-
respect He sees Himself worthy of His own appreciation.
He sees His every quality to be estimable, His every
thought to be worthy, His every word to be appreciable and
His
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every act to be properly highly regarded by Himself, as He
regards every evil thing as unworthy of Himself. Never
does He disrespect Himself; never does He feel Himself in
any sense unworthy and never does He feel shame at any of
His thoughts, words or acts; for they are perfect.

Some might, in view of God's self-esteem, say that He is
proud and conceited. It is true that if any creature would
have this supreme self-esteem, we would be warranted in
speaking of him as proud and conceited. Especially if that
creature were imperfect, would it be conceited and proud
for him to be self-satisfied. But if one's qualities,
attainments, works and words were perfect, even if he were
a creature, he would not be proud and conceited to think of
himself as perfect and to be self-satisfied, self-confident
and self-respectful in harmony with his creaturely position,
so long as he gives God the glory for his being,
attainments, thoughts, words and works; for this is exactly
the measure of self-esteem that all perfected creatures are
by God designed to have. Hence we can see that there is no
conceit in God when He thinks of Himself and of His word
and works in the highest terms of appreciation, since that is
the exact truth of the situation. For Him to think otherwise
of Himself would be wrong—a thing of which He would
not be guilty. It is, therefore, not pride and conceit to think
of oneself exactly as he is. On the contrary, this is just what
the Scriptures say one should do (Rom. 12: 3). Well, then,
one may ask, how can we fulfill the Scriptural injunction to
be humble? We answer, A proper self-estimate is just what
humility is. But to this we imagine one objecting, "I
thought that humility is a lowly self-estimate." We answer,
yes, with us; for with our many faults, lacks and
weaknesses we do not amount to much; and a proper self-
estimate is therefore a lowly self-estimate, as long as we
are imperfect; but if one were perfect,
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it would be in harmony with humility to think of himself as
perfect. The above considerations prove that God is not
proud and conceited in His esteeming Himself as
supremely and incomparably perfect, and therefore worthy
of His own self-confidence, self-satisfaction and self-
respect.

The second selfish lower primary grace in God's
character is His appreciativeness of others' approval.
Because all others are His creatures God desires that they
approve of Him in His person, attributes, word and works.
He desires them to think highly of Him in these respects.
Yea, He desires that they think of Him in these respects as
incomparably superior to, and supreme above all others. So
important does He regard this requirement that He made
this the first of the ten commandments—" Thou shalt have
no other gods before Me," i.e., esteem Me supreme above
all others, put Me first, and that above all others. Nor does
He lightly regard the refusal to heed this commandment.
There can be no proper creaturely relation to the Creator
without such an estimate of God by others; for God made
all things for His pleasure and His glory—His pleasure
being to bless others and His glory being to make others
like Him in character, word and works. We are not to think
of this quality in God as a low one. It is partly because of
the incomparable superiority of God in person, attributes,
thoughts, words and works that He desires His creatures to
esteem Him as such; for such He is; and they owe it to Him
and to the facts of the case so to think of Him. Again, it is
partly because so to think of and feel toward God is for the
best interests of the person involved and all others, that
God desires that His creatures think of Him so highly. It is
also partly because of the principles underlying the
relations of the creature to his Creator that God desires that
He be supremely appreciated by His creatures. Certainly, in
proportion as any of His creatures comes short of



The Lower Primary Graces of God's Character. 147

such an appreciation of God is he injured and does injure
others. God thus desires to shine before all as He is in deed
and in truth—the supremely excellent One, nor is such a
desire on God's part an imperfection; because His
perfections deserve it; His creatures owe it to Him; good
principles require it; and everybody concerned is thereby
properly placed, ennobled and blessed, and God fittingly
recognized.

Restfulness, which operates through God's affection-
organ of love for ease, is the third selfish lower primary
grace in God to be considered. Not that we are to think of
God as ever becoming weary in His body; for that would be
an imperfection in Him; nor is rest of body a grace. A grace
is an excellence of character. By God's restfulness we mean
the calmness and serenity of His Spirit. God is never
fretted. He is never worried. He is never thrown off His
equanimity. Nothing ever excites Him. No situation
disturbs His calmness. No opposition sets aside His
serenity. No untoward event ruffles His Spirit. He knows
the end from the beginning; He has provided the ways,
means and agents of His arrangements from of old; He
knows what and how to do in every situation; He has the
power to execute His purposes; He knows that all things are
working together to further His plans and purposes; and
therefore with utmost serenity He pursues the even tenor of
His ways. Why should He not, in view of these things, be
restful in heart and mind? And surely as we realize
ourselves one with Him in spirit, plan and work, we, too,
like Him become restful, serenity and calmness pervading
our hearts and minds.

Love of life is God's fourth selfish lower primary grace.
God has life, yea, He has the highest form of life—life in
Himself, immortality, a death-proof condition (John 5: 26).
Not only has God this highest form of life, but He is also
the ultimate source of life to all that live. And God loves
His life. While He
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does not have to use ways and means to preserve it, to
shield it from destruction, or to increase it as against loss,
as we do, yet He loves it. It is a fault to desire not to live;
therefore to suicide, or to neglect the preservation of health
and life, or to contribute to its diminution and its loss, is
faultful; for existence is conditioned on having life; and to
pass out of existence is one of the greatest of evils. God
loves to live, because to live is intrinsically valuable and
because to live gives Him the opportunity to plan and do in
the interests of truth, righteousness and His creatures; for
He purposes to make truth and righteousness supreme and
to illustrate their rule in perfected creatures. And it is
because His living is an antecedent condition for the
attainment of such ends that God loves to live—
vitativeness, love for life, is one of His selfish lower
primary attributes of character.

Self-defensiveness, which operates through the
affection-organ of combativeness, is God's fifth selfish
lower primary grace. God cannot be attacked in His person
by physical act, but He certainly is attacked in His person,
character, word and works by wrong theories and practices.
Satan—adversary—is the chief attacker of God in these
ways. Then He has succeeded in enlisting fallen angels and
fallen men to join him in his attacks on God's person,
character, word and works. Especially have God's character
and person been attacked through the doctrines that God
has equals, that God originated sin, that God absolutely
predestinated and reprobated individuals, that man is
conscious in death and that the bulk of mankind are to
suffer eternal torment. His Word has been attacked through
the misinterpretation of its doctrine by some of His friends;
its inspiration and veracity have been attacked by higher
criticism; its salient features have been attacked by
evolution and other non-ransom theories; its precepts have
been attacked by the wickedness of men and its plan has
been attacked by various self-atonement
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theories. His works toward both of His Israels have been
attacked by subtle temptations and fierce persecutions. But
Jehovah has ably defended Himself. Atheistic, agnostic,
materialistic, pantheistic, deistic, rationalistic, and
superstitious attacks on His being He has met and
overthrown by the secular and religious truths that He has
put into the hands of His servants. By numerous Scriptural
truths He has utterly refuted the attacks on His character
coming from those who have taught that He predestinated
sin and beings to be sinful, that He predestinated a few to
eternal bliss and the rest to eternal torment, that He made
man so that he actually does not die and that He tortures
eternally the bulk of the race. By scientific, archeological,
historical, religious and numerical (Biblical numerics)
truths He has successfully defended the inspiration and
truthfulness of the Scriptures against the attacks of higher
criticism. By the manifestation of the Divine Plan in its
doctrines, precepts, promises, exhortations, prophecies,
histories and types, He has defended His Word as Truth
against all attacks. And by shielding and developing His
faithful Israels amid their temptations, oppressions and
persecutions, He has defended His work against attacks
from fallen angels and men. No attack finds Him
defenseless. Every one is in due time met and crushed; and
He remains victorious in every defensive conflict that He
enters. He quails not; He retreats not; He gives no ground;
He loses no advantage under attack. Undismayed,
unswerved, unafraid, He, as a veritable "man-of-war,"
rejoices to parry off every blow and loves to defend
Himself against every onset. His meeting attacks on His
plan, people and works, both in Bible times (e.g., from
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, the Ammonites, the Moabites,
etc., heathen religions, Jewish apostates, persecuting Jews
and Gentiles, etc.) and since Bible times (from pagan and
papal Roman persecutions, Catholic and Protestant
sectarianism and
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false teachings, evolution, higher criticism, other forms of
misbeliefs and unbeliefs, etc.) prove that Jehovah exercises
the selfish lower primary grace of self-defensiveness. Thus
self-defensiveness is one of His lower selfish primary
graces.

The sixth selfish lower primary grace in Jehovah is
aggressiveness, which works through His affection-organ
of love for attacking. The preceding grace shows Him as
active in self-defense, in shielding Himself, His people,
plan and works from attacks. This quality shows Him as
active in attacking obstacles, whether these be wicked
persons, principles, acts, conditions or organizations, etc.
This feature of His character especially displays itself in
connection with His carrying out His plan. Whatever of evil
persons (wicked angels and wicked men), evil principles,
organizations, acts and conditions prevail in the universe is
due to rebellion against God's sovereignty. This rebellion
was originated by Satan and has spread among some of the
angels and the whole human family. It is characterized by
evil principles, organizations, conditions and acts. This
entire complex may be called Satan's empire, an empire
that has been holding its sway by initial and continued
usurpation against God's authority. The Lord's plan has a
variety of purposes, two of which are, the overthrow of
Satan's empire and the restoration of the human family to
Jehovah's rulership. To accomplish these two results the
Lord, as features of His plan, has been selecting agents
whom He will use for this work. For the overthrow of
Satan's empire, He has been selecting as His agents, Jesus
and His faithful followers; and for the restoration of the
race to His dominion, He has especially selected these and
added to them as assistants the Ancient Worthies, the Great
Company and the Youthful Worthies. In the selection of
each of these four classes God has had to act aggressively;
for apart from Jesus all of these, before their selection
began,
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have been more or less under the power and influence of
Satan's empire (Col. 1: 12, 13). To deliver these from the
power of darkness has meant somewhat of an attack on
Satan's empire. This is manifest in the call of Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, the deliverance of Israel from Egypt and
Babylon and the call of the Gospel Church from Judaism,
heathenism and Babylonish sectarianism. These subsidiary
attacks on Satan's empire were accompanied with all the
aggressiveness on Jehovah's part necessary to accomplish
His pertinent purpose. And in due time He will fill up the
members yet lacking in any of these classes, using all the
needed aggressiveness thereto. This aggressiveness has
consisted in His arousing servants of His under Christ to
minister this selective work, His providentially paving the
way for their work and His overthrowing or neutralizing all
obstacles to this work from wicked angels and men. God's
opposing, restraining and weakening of the papacy from
1295 onward is an example of God's aggressiveness in this
particular.

Jehovah's aggressiveness in His attacks on Satan's
empire since 1874 has taken on a decidedly more
intensified form; for from that time onward He not only
continued aggressively in restraining and weakening it to
the extent needed for His completing His elective work; but
He has advanced to a concerted attack upon it, which in not
many more years will result in its eternal annihilation. The
attack began by the Lord using suitable agencies in giving
world-wide secular truths in ever-increasing measure,
especially along scientific, historical, sociological, political
and financial lines, and religious truths, especially along
elective and free grace lines, in opposition to the secular
and religious errors and wrongs fundamental to Satan's
empire. By these attacks God has mightily shaken its
political, aristocratic, ecclesiastical and social foundations.
He has accomplished something more by it the dividing of
the subjects of Satan's empire
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into two hostile camps—the conservatives, consisting of
the political, aristocratic and ecclesiastical rulers and their
supporters, and the radicals, consisting of the trade-
unionist, socialistic, communistic and anarchistic leaders
and their supporters. Aroused by the secular truths that
exposed the errors and wrongs of Satan's empire, the
radical group has become so menacing to the conservative
group that Satan trembled for the existence of his empire.
To prevent a revolution on the part of the radicals, which he
feared would overthrow his present order of affairs, he
plotted the formation of two rival European alliances and
stirred them up against one another, deceiving the nations
of each alliance into believing that the others sought their
national destruction and plunging them into the World War,
with the aim of uniting in each nation the conservatives and
radicals about the fictitious issue of warring in defense of
their national existence; but by this stroke he made a dismal
failure; for shortly the peoples, through certain exposures
God made through the consecrated, learned that the issue
was a false one, and as a result the division of the
conservatives and radicals became worse than before the
war. And the war accomplished one thing very undesirable
to Satan: it greatly weakened his empire, as the first stage
of its overthrow, and has helped to prepare it for the next
great stage of its breaking-up—the World Revolution—the
great revolution of prophecy, which will destroy the present
form of Satan's empire. Since shortly after the war started,
God has been giving many secular and religious truths on
the causes of the war and the evils of the present world
conditions. These truths have been arousing the radicals,
through a selfish use they are making of them, more and
more against the conservatives; and before many years will
have passed these truths will stir up the radicals to the
World Revolution, with the forementioned results. After
the revolution Satan will seek to build up another
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form of government, which will very shortly afterward
perish in anarchy. The truths that the Lord will give after
the revolution, selfishly used by the anarchists, will
produce such unparalleled worldwide anarchy as will
destroy every vestige of Satan's empire. God's part in all of
these matters since 1874 has been an aggressive setting
forth of truths exposing the corruption in theory and
practice of Satan's empire, well knowing that these truths
would be selfishly used by both conservatives and radicals,
and in such selfish uses ultimately produce effects—war,
revolution and anarchy—that would break up forever that
wicked kingdom. Therefore He has been aggressively
giving them.

God's aggressiveness has shown itself in others of His
works, e.g., in creation, providence, redemption,
instruction, justification, sanctification and deliverance now
for the Church and in part later for the world, though in
different forms from those used toward the Church. God's
aggressiveness is due partly to His love for righteousness
and partly to His hatred of wickedness. It acts
constructively for righteousness and destructively toward
wickedness and toward the incorrigibly wicked. His
wrath—punishment, not rage—is an expression of His
aggressiveness. The cases that we have mentioned, from
both Biblical history and prophecy, are sufficient to prove
that aggressiveness is one of God's selfish lower primary
graces.

The wrath of God shall never strike in vain,

Nor cease to strike till sin shall be no more;
Till God His gracious purpose shall attain!

And earth to righteousness and peace restore.

The seventh lower primary grace in God that we will
briefly study is carefulness, watchfulness, working through
the affection-organ, love for safety. The quality of
carefulness or watchfulness implies danger which one
senses and against which he shields himself. In Himself,
i.e., in His person or character, God is
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in no danger; for none can harm Him in His person or
character. But with the enemies that He has, His plan,
people and works could be harmed, if He did not exercise
carefulness or watchfulness with respect to them. Therefore
God's love for safety is not directed against dangers to
Himself personally, but to dangers to His interests as they
center in His plan, people and works. His carefulness for
the safety of His people is compared to that of a shepherd
for his flock (Ps. 23; 78: 52; 80: 1). Beautifully is He
described in this carefulness or watchfulness on behalf of
His people in passages like the following: "He that keepeth
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” "Arising early and
sending them"—the prophets to warn His people against
danger. Satan has concocted many a plan to frustrate God's
plan. The religions that he taught the ancient nations—the
Egyptians, Babylonians, Indians, Greeks, etc.—were
counterfeits of God's plan as it was epitomized in Gen. 3:
15; 12: 3; 22: 16-18. At every stage of the operation of that
plan Satan sought to thwart it. This can be seen in his
dealings toward Joseph, Moses, the judges, the kings and
prophets of Israel and his continued attempts to mislead the
people. To thwart Satan in these things required
watchfulness on God's part to guard His plan and its agents.
Satan sought to defeat God's plan in its chief agent, Jesus;
and God's carefulness thwarted him and turned his
machinations into the furtherance of that plan, as can be
seen in Satan's purposes in the temptations of Jesus, in the
opposition of the religious leaders to Jesus and in His death
and the outcome of these.

Then Satan in the Jewish Harvest sought by five siftings
to corrupt the Apostolic Church and failed, because the
Father's carefulness averted the effects that the adversary
sought through those siftings. In the following period of the
Church Satan made his masterpiece in counterfeit work—
the development of
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the papacy, whereby he made a detailed counterfeit of the
True Christ—Jesus, the Head, and the Church, His body—
in His teachings, practices and organization, while by that
counterfeit he sought to destroy the real people of God.
Against these dangers and amid them, with great
carefulness God watched over the interests of His plan, His
people and His works, so that these untoward experiences
were manipulated by Him to their advancement. Thus again
God's carefulness thwarted Satan's effort to destroy "the
Seed.” From the time of the Reformation onward until 1874
Satan introduced additional and increased sectarianism
among God's people to injure them in His Truth and works,
in ways that the papacy could not affect them; but God was
always on His guard to shield them, with the result that
Satan failed to overthrow them by the dangers of additional
and increased sectarianism and of clericalism.

Since 1874 Satan has been endangering God's people,
plan and works by such a multiplicity of false teachings and
wrong practices as never was before manifested. Note some
of the worst of these errors: various no-ransom theories,
denial of the vicarious death of Christ, the Church'’s sharing
in Christ's sufferings and glory, evolution, self-atonement,
Eddyism, New Thought, Spiritism, occultism; various
infidel  theories—atheism, agnosticism, materialism,
pantheism,  deism, rationalism, higher  criticism,
modernism, etc. Note some of the worst of these wrong
practices: combinationism, reformism by legal enactment
and enforcement as against moral suasion, federationism,
papalism, international  league-ism,  revolutionism,
communism, socialism, anarchism, syndicalism, etc.
Through these errors and wrong practices Satan again
sought to destroy God's faithful people, thwart His plan,
and overthrow His work. God's carefulness, watching the
adversary's works and purposes, set into operation powerful
truths, refutative of these errors,
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and good principles, destructive of the evil principles
underlying these wrong practices, and thus shielded His
faithful from "the arrow that flieth by day" and from "the
pestilence that walketh in darkness.” His carefulness
guarded well each feature of His unfolding plan and
brought each feature to a completion as it was due. When
the adversary came in like a flood to devastate God's
people, plan and works, our guarding God by His acts put
limits to Satan's efforts, thus realizing the words, "so far
and no farther.” In the night of trouble now on the world
His watchfulness will care for His plan, that all untoward
things may work together for good to them that love God,
and that out of this night His plan and works will emerge
more nearly completed than before.

His carefulness will see to it that in the Millennium
every condition not conducive to mankind's restitution to
the original perfection will be removed, including Satan
and his fellow fallen angels, and that every condition
conducive to that end will be introduced and maintained.
His carefulness will see to it that the weakest and most
depraved will get every help needed for his uplift. His
carefulness will guard against every external attempt to
violate the kingdom arrangements and to wrong or to
overreach one's neighbor. When the obedient of the race
have by the Millennial operation been restored to
perfection, God's carefulness will be exercised toward the
preservation of the faithful amid the final trial which must
demonstrate the fitness or unfitness, of each one so
perfected, for eternal life. Nor will His carefulness permit
Satan to bring too sudden and strong temptations upon the
people. His carefulness will watch the course of the
temptation to bring it within certain metes and bounds,
within certain restraints as to progress in severity, and thus
will He carefully guard the faithful and sever them
thoroughly from the unfaithful. His carefulness will guard
those worthy of everlasting life from eternal
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association with the unfaithful and from future Satanic
temptations, by annihilating eternally all the unfaithful,
with Satan and his fallen angels. And throughout all the
Ages to come, the same carefulness of Jehovah will
surround those worthy of eternal life, whether in the new
heavens or in the new earth, with every condition guarding
them from evil, and surrounding them with good. Surely
the considerations above given prove and illustrate God's
carefulness and watchfulness over His people, plan and
works, and thus show that carefulness is one of Jehovah's
selfish lower primary graces.

Somewhat related to watchfulness or carefulness is the
eighth lower primary grace in God's character—
secretiveness. It is the quality that God exercises in
manifesting His love for concealment. Carefulness is
exercised in the presence of danger, while secretiveness is
exercised to obtain advantages that its use will gain and to
prevent disadvantages which would come, if the matter at
hand were known. No personal disadvantages could come
to God considered in Himself alone, i.e., as to His person
and character; but disadvantages could come to His plans
and their agents, and certain advantages would be lost to
Him, if His enemies understood these. Hence He uses His
secretiveness to ward off disadvantages from His people
and His works or plans, and to secure to them certain
desirable advantages. God's secretiveness therefore is the
quality whereby He uses His love for concealing to secure
advantages and to ward off disadvantages. He always uses
His secretiveness in harmony with sincerity and honesty.
The abuse of secretiveness makes people untruthful,
deceitful and hypocritical. Of course God's holy character
makes Him proof against such abuse; but His secretiveness
makes Him tactful and resourceful against the machinations
of evil ones. Thus time and again "He taketh the

[supposedly]
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wise in their own craftiness,” as He exercises this quality.

God has had to use this quality for various reasons. In
testing the devotion of the various classes connected with
His plan He conceals many details as to the meaning and
nature of their experiences under test, because of His
purpose in that test—to demonstrate whether they will be
loyal to Him on the basis of devotion to His principles,
regardless of the personal disadvantages that such devotion
might bring them. This is manifest in the trial of the good
angels, of Adam and Eve, of the Ancient Worthies, the
Little Flock, the Great Company and the Youthful
Worthies. It will also be manifest in the trial of the fallen
angels and the restitution class during the Millennium, as it
has been manifest during the trial that the fallen angels
have been having during the Gospel Age as to fitness for
having the opportunity of standing the Millennial trial for
life. If God had revealed or would reveal the exact reasons
for each feature of the tests of the above—mentioned
classes, He would have defeated His purpose in giving the
test. Therefore He practices secretiveness with respect to
these trialsome details. Again, if the Lord would reveal
clearly His various purposes, Satan and wicked men would
make use of such knowledge to thwart the plan, and such a
course would necessitate an alteration of God's methods
used in carrying out His plan. In ultimate analysis no one
can thwart the Almighty; but their thwarting efforts would
require changes in effecting the plan not so advantageous
as those the Lord uses compatibly with His purpose; for in
the execution of His plan He has put Himself into harmony
with the principle always to respect the creatures'
uncoerced use of their wills. To act in harmony with this
principle God must use secretiveness.

The Bible is replete with evidence of God's using
secretiveness. He did not let Lucifer understand the
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details of his test when he was given the work of being the
covering—protecting—cherub in Eden (Ezek. 28: 14, 16).
Nor did Adam and Eve understand the details of their trial.
When God in sentencing Satan pronounced the woe of
enmity and conflict between him and the woman's seed,
foretelling his persecuting and wearing out of the seed ("
bruise his heel" ) and the seed's destroying him (" bruise
thy head" ), He left in that dark saying many things
unexplained. Indeed various features of His plan are called
mysteries—secrets unknowable apart from special
enlightenment from God. Thus, that the promised Deliverer
would be a class, not an individual, that this class would
have two advents—the first to suffer for sin and the second
to reign unto its extirpation—were secrets that God hid
from the ages and generations before the Gospel Age,
during which He even conceals it from all but the elect
classes (Col. 1: 26, 27). That Israel was to be in blindness
until the full company of the Gentile elect would be won
was kept a secret until St. Paul's time (Rom. 11: 25-33).
That God used the Israelites as types to shadow forth
Gospel-Age and Millennial-Age features of His plan He
concealed from Israel and all others, and even now He
makes these things known only to His saints (1 Cor. 10: 6,
11; Col. 2: 16, 17). God wove time features into His plan,
but put them there in such a hidden manner that the general
readers of the Bible have been and are completely oblivious
to the times and seasons of God's eternal counsel (1 Pet. 1:
10-12).

God put all the secrets of His plan into the Bible; but
knowing that it would come into the hands of wicked
angels and men, as well as into the hands of His faithful
people, and that the former would fearfully misuse the
Scriptures, He put the secrets there in so hidden a manner
that none could understand them except by a special act of
God's enlightening
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grace, which He has withheld from all except from those to
whom He wished to reveal Himself—the faith class. It is
for this reason that the Bible in large part is simply
unintelligible to any but the consecrated, and that as due.
This St. Paul makes very clear in 1 Cor. 2: 7-14. Truly he
could say, "We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery"—in
a secret way. Take, for example, the Book of Revelation,
which professedly is a great mystery. How very ambiguous
this book is! Does one wonder why it is that there are so
many sects that teach mutually contradictory doctrines and
yet profess to base them all on the Bible? E.g., over 450
different interpretations have been given to the words of
Gal. 3: 20: "A mediator is not of one; but God is one." We
will now explain this strange fact so patent to all observing
persons in Christendom: To the natural man God purposely
mixed up the teachings of the Bible more inextricably than
a thousand Chinese puzzles made into one could be mixed
up. Why? Because during the time for the development of
the elective features of His plan, God desired these features
hidden from fallen angels and non-elect men, who would
only misuse their understanding to the thwarting of that
plan, if they understood it. While the Word is a light in a
dark place (2 Pet. 1: 19) to the faithful, it is also a trap and
a snare to the wicked, who in their pride and naughtiness
are repeatedly caught by its teachings to their confusion (ls.
28: 13). It was designedly so made for the ultimate benefit
of everybody concerned. This secretiveness of God in His
revelation is also designed to test especially the humility,
honesty, meekness, obedience, faith, loyalty, and patience
of His people. He makes each new advance in its
knowledge a reward for loyalty in the pertinent test, as He
repeatedly withholds the advancing light from them until
they have successfully stood the Divinely required test to
the heavenly Father's pleasement.



The Lower Primary Graces of God's Character. 161

Satan and wicked men would undo the righteous, were it
not that God exercises His secretiveness on their behalf. He
has hidden the righteous in' His secret place (Ps. 91: 1), "in
the secret of His pavilion,” just to protect them from the
snare of the fowler, Satan, and the noisesome pestilence.
Psalm 91 is a most beautiful description of how God uses
His secretiveness to protect them from all disadvantages
and to work for them His advantages. Therefore God has so
composed the Bible that Satan and the wicked can learn to
understand it only as they hear the saints expound it. And
this knowledge they always pervert, and that with fell intent
to injure the righteous. E.g., Satan, not understanding the
Bible plan, listened to Christ and the Apostles expound it,
until he thus learned its general features. On the basis of
what he heard them say he made a counterfeit of it in the
papacy. In this counterfeit he palmed off' the pope, a head,
and his hierarchy, a body, as the counterfeit of Jesus, the
Head, and the Church, His Body. Every Biblical doctrine,
prophecy, promise and type, and practically every Biblical
precept, history and exhortation, he counterfeited in the
papacy, and palmed off on the world as of God. The
Biblical practices, times and seasons, he also counterfeited
in the papacy. This truly dreadful counterfeit he used to
enslave the bulk of the human family in error and
superstition and to persecute with extreme cruelty the saints
of the living God. Having to deal with such a resourceful
enemy, who He knew would pervert and seek to thwart
God's plan, no wonder that Jehovah used His secretiveness
to protect His plan and people from disadvantage, and to
secure advantages to them.

The result of Jehovah's exercising such secretiveness in
the revelation and outworking of His plan has been the
successful execution of all its features in harmony with his
foreordained methods as due; and from this we may well
infer that its future features
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will be successfully carried out. His secret work during the
order of affairs among men before the flood inured to test
the race in Adam and the angels in place of rulership, and
thereby to demonstrate that angels could not lift the race up
from its fallen condition. During the Patriarchal Age God's
secret work effected the revelation of His great covenant
with Abraham and his seed, and also the selection of part of
the Ancient Worthies. His secretiveness enabled Him to
select a nation—Fleshly Israel—for His dealings and other
purposes, and He succeeded in this. His secretiveness
worked in a climax in the successful winning of the Christ
class from the world during the Gospel Age, as it will also
win the complete Great Company and the Youthful
Worthies in due time. Then in the Millennial work toward
fallen angels and men will appear in part the profit that His
secretiveness, working out the elective features of His plan,
will achieve by the use that He will make of the four elect
classes for turning the fallen angels and men to Him. Yea,
in the Ages to come, Age on Age will tell of the marvelous
result of the secret working of Jehovah on the four elect
classes; for these with the angels in their various orders will
be Jehovah's agents in developing the various planets of the
worlds about us and filling each of them with new orders of
beings. It will then be glory to God and the Lamb—to God,
in part because His secretiveness wrought out the Christ
class and its associates with this marvelous purpose in
view.

God's ninth lower primary attribute of character is
providence, which acts through His love for possessing—
both in its gaining and retaining aspects. By God's attribute
of providence we mean that quality whereby He gains and
retains possessions, with which He supplies His coming
needs as to the universe and its creatures and carries out
His purposes. We speak of a man as provident who by his
work
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gains, and by his economy retains, possessions in order to
have them to use for his future needs and purposes. In a
similar way God is provident. When we speak of His
coming needs, we are not to understand personal needs; for
such He does not have. But by His needs we mean the
necessities of His plan and people. There are many needs
that God's plan has in the way of agents, instruments,
arrangements, spheres, etc., of operation. So do His people
in their relation to His plan have many needs—they need
mercy, forgiveness, righteousness, instruction,
sanctification, deliverance, etc. It is the providing quality in
God that makes Him gain and retain the things necessary to
supply such needs. That He does supply them is certainly a
Scriptural thought. "My God shall supply all your need
according to His riches [abundant possessions] in glory by
Christ Jesus™ (Phil. 4: 19). This abundantly satisfies us.

Let us notice how God acquired and stored up such
riches. The Truth that we need for our instruction He drew
out of the well-spring of His own heart and mind, and
stored it up in the Bible for our use. The righteousness, a
supply of which we need, He acquired by making the
Logos—the Word—human, and inducing Him by the
promises of the Divine nature to sacrifice His righteous
humanity, so that His human righteousness might be
available for us in an imputative way; and He stored it up
as a deposit on our behalf; and thus His providence has and
uses what we need to supply our necessities in the way of
righteousness. How did He gain and retain the means
needed for our sanctification? These are His Word, Spirit
and our surroundings, circumstances, etc. Thus He arranged
in His plan for an opportunity of co-suffering and co-
reigning with Christ on behalf of those who in faith would
consecrate themselves to Him under the call of the Gospel
Age, and who would prove faithful to death. He stored up
His
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Word in the Bible so that it would become the power of
God working in them (Rom. 1: 16). Then when they were
ready He used it to give them the enlightenment and
stimulation necessary to work in them a consecrating faith
and love whereby they gave themselves without reserve to
God. He impregnated that Word with His Spirit—the
Divine energy—which He also stored up for this purpose,
whereby He begat them of the Spirit: gave a spiritual power
to every faculty of their hearts and minds, adapting these to
spiritual objects, whereas before such begettal these were
adapted to certain objects, only from the natural human
standpoint. Thus He began to supply our needs as to
sanctification. But in sanctification we have more needs.
We need advancing Truth for each new experience. This
He acquired in making His plan, and then stored it in the
Bible, which is a storehouse for all our need of Truth and
its Spirit, even to the end of the way. Then we need power
that will enable us to develop every feature of a Christlike
character. This power He acquired by the use of His power
and stored it, too, in His Word, and by it He enables us to
grow in heavenly affections and in the graces of Christ. For
the various experiences of our lives He takes from His
bounteous store such parts of the Word and of the Spirit as
we need and bestows them upon us, and thus His
providence supplies these and satisfies our need.

We also need opportunities of demonstrating devotion to
our Heavenly Father's cause. This He has also made
provision for. By permitting evil in the world He acquired a
condition for His cause that calls for our sacrifices in order
to its furtherance. These conditions He reserved as a store,
supplying us opportunities of service. He puts us in such
places where there is need for our declaring His Word to
the world or to the brethren, or to assist others to do it.
Some of these opportunities call for our personal
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declaration of the Truth by word of mouth, others by the
printed page, others by letter, while still others call for us to
do these things through our brethren. Thus His providence
through the permission of evil has made for our needs as to
service the opportunities, that if embraced, give us the
chance to demonstrate our devotion to God's cause. In
arranging for deliverance for us God has used His quality
of providence. This He accomplishes by giving us
opportunities amid tests to demonstrate loyalty to His
character in an exercise of its graces amid trialsome
conditions. He has acquired such conditions by allowing us
to have fallen flesh with selfish, worldly, sinful and
erroneous propensities. Furthermore, He has permitted the
fallen angels and fallen men to be in a condition and to do
things which very sorely test our devotion to God's
character as a character whose likeness we are to attain.
Thus we see that God acquired, in these conditions that He
permits, a wealth of things for the testing of a Christlike
character in us, in order to work deliverance for us, i.e.,
victory in all the conflicts incidental to the Christian
warfare and final victory as a result of these victorious
conflicts in delivering us from death in the glorious first
resurrection. How marvelously has God's love for gaining
and retaining acted toward us in the providence that
acquires and stores up against future needs. These same
things under altered conditions will be manifested toward
the world in the Millennium, as they have been toward the
other three elect classes; but we will not discuss them
further.

There is another remarkable way that God's love for
acquiring and storing up for future needs has manifested
itself—in acquiring all creation as His own, particularly the
various orders of angels, the Christ class, the other three
elect classes and the world in the Millennium, and not only
so, but in the Ages to come the perfected planets and their
perfect inhabitants
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in ever increasing additions. When we look at the various
features of His plan as respects the Church and the world,
we see that they result in God's acquiring sons on various
planes of being. Some may say that God must be very
avaricious to be gaining and retaining on such a colossal
scale. We answer, No; for He does all this gaining and
retaining in order to bless. He doubtless has pleasure in
such gaining and retaining, but that pleasure instead of
being a selfish one is a benevolent one; for it is all to the
intent that He may, in harmony with good principles, bless
and make happy all the larger number of beings. What a
noble use God makes of His acquiring and retaining
faculty! How beautiful and noble, therefore, is the grace
that this faculty of His exercises—providence! And how it
should move us to love and adore and praise Him all the
more, especially giving Him the highest form of praise in
this particular, viz., in cultivating a similar kind of
providence—one that gains and retains good things, not for
self-aggrandizement, but to bless and ennoble.

We have so far studied nine of God's lower primary
attributes of character. Those of this class of Divine
attributes so far studied belong to the lower selfish, as
distinct from the lower social primary attributes of
character. We have shown that man has twelve lower
primary selfish affections—nine of them corresponding to
the nine in God so far studied, the other three being love for
food, love for knowledge and love for making oneself
agreeable to others. God has no affection organ
corresponding to love for food as we use that word in its
natural sense; for love for natural food is implanted in
natural beings to incite them to take nourishment to replace
the depleted cells of the body by cell matter gotten from
natural food. Such food implies that its partaker has a
corruptible body, whose wasted cells must be replaced by
other cells derived from the food that one digests and
assimilates; but
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God has an incorruptible and immortal body (Rom. 1: 23; 1
Tim. 1: 17; 6: 16). Therefore there is no cell wastage in His
body, and thus no need of food to supply cells to replace
such wastage.

We speak spiritually when we talk of our partaking of
God's Word, as of our eating it (Jer. 15: 16, 1 Pet. 2: 2;
Heb. 5: 11-14; 6: 5; Rev. 10: 8-10). It is the food on which
our spirits—new creatures—feed. From it we gain
nourishment for our spiritual hearts and minds; and by it we
spiritually grow and gain strength. Thus it also supplies
spiritual lacks and wastage. But we cannot speak of God as
using His words or thoughts to supply spiritual wastes or
lacks; for He has none of these. Therefore there is, so far as
we know, nothing in God that corresponds to our need of
natural and spiritual food. So far as we can discern, God is
the only being in the universe who needs no spiritual food,;
and this is due to His omniscience. Christ now, and the
Little Flock beyond the vail, will not need it in order to
their replacing lost knowledge or to their strengthening in
character; for they will never forget anything and their
characters will be forever unbreakably strong. But they will
need the revelations of new things from God in order to
know what and how to do in the future works of creation,
as the Ages roll on in endless succession. Such knowledge
with reference to the Millennial arrangements is part of the
blessings implied in the term, the marriage supper of the
Lamb (Rev. 19: 9). Here we note that the figure of eating is
implied in the language, the marriage supper; but the only
lack that its knowledge part will supply is of new
intelligence. There will be no character lack, nor forgotten
knowledge, supplied by that supper. God's intuitive and
universal knowledge of things precludes such a lack in
Him. Hence we cannot speak of God's even having a
longing for spiritual food, and therefore cannot discuss
appetitiveness as a lower primary grace in God.
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God has the affection-organs in which love for
knowledge lies; but He does not love any knowledge as a
thing that He longs for, and does not have; for He has all
knowledge, has always had all knowledge and will always
have all knowledge. His store of knowledge is infinite. It
can neither be increased, nor diminished. And His love for
it consists not in a longing for and a delight to attain it, but
in a delight in its possession, as an excellent, good and
valuable thing in itself and in its uses. He does not have to
study to gain it. It, and all of it, is His intuitively and has
been and will always be His intuitively. Our love for
knowledge makes us studious; and studiousness is a lower
primary grace in us; but God does not have this quality,
because He does not study, not needing to do so, for the
reason that without study, i.e., intuitively, He has known
and does and will know all things. It is for this reason that
we classed and treated of omniscience as an attribute of
God's being (Chapter I1). Thus we see that two of our lower
primary graces, appetitiveness and studiousness, God does
not have; the first because of the incorruptibility and
immortality of His body, and the second because
omniscience is in God an attribute of being, not of
character. His love for true knowledge—the Truth—is,
however, an activity of His character, for it is the first
feature or element of His disinterested love, and as such we
have treated of it when discussing His love (Chapter IlI).
Hence we cannot treat of studiousness as a lower primary
attribute in God.

In our enumerating the lower selfish affections, we just
noted that as the eleventh we gave: love for knowledge,
which produces intelligence, a lower primary grace. Hence
the above remarks on studiousness. Love for work has not a
single affection-organ through which it might operate. It
results in part from other qualities seizing our affection-
organ of love for ease and suppressing its efforts to control
us, and this
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produces as a result a secondary grace—industriousness.
Hence its producing qualities need not be those of our
lower affection-organs. Working properly such qualities
would usually be the higher primary graces. We therefore
see that love for work does not belong in the list of the
selfish affections.

There is, therefore, but one other lower selfish affection
in God that we will consider—Ilove for making Himself
agreeable. Its being a love to make self agreeable to others
in part induces us to class it among the lower selfish
affections. We would not insist as a matter of doctrine that
this is a lower selfish affection. In some respects, when
properly working, it is quite unselfish, and its place in the
head is not adjacent to any selfish affection-organ. It is
more of a general affection than a selfish affection; but
because self is involved in it and it uses the selfish
affections in activity and suppression probably more than it
does any others, we have, from other apt considerations
also, put it among the selfish affections, though in its nature
it is not a selfish sentiment. We cannot place it among the
higher affections; nor can we place it among the artistic
affections, like love of oratory, of acting, of the beautiful,
of the sublime and of the humorous; nor can we place it
among the intellectual affections. In some respects it fits
very well among the lower social affections, and in other
respects among the lower selfish affections. We are
discussing it at the end of all the lower selfish graces, and
before the lower social affections, designedly, because it
very much belongs to both of them. It is either to be classed
as an affection by itself alone, or to be classed as belonging
to both the selfish and social affections, with a leaning
toward the former—hence our classification of it. But if
one might think otherwise and place it among the social
affections, we will not at all be disposed to dispute with
him for so doing; for much can be said in favor of such a
classification. These facts move some
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to count it a general affection by itself alone, and not
belonging to any group, but acting through all of them. This
view has probably more in its favor than the other two, and
for this reason we will treat of it as a figurative bridge
between the lower selfish and the lower social affections.
But the question of classification is not essential to our
understanding of its nature, office and effects in God.

The affection-organ through which love of making
oneself pleasing to others works, develops by exercise
agreeableness as its lower primary grace. By this we do not
mean the quality that makes people agree in everything
with others; for such a quality is hardly a grace; at least it is
not usually so; rather it is often a dis-grace. It shows that its
possessor lacks independence of thought, feeling and will.
It proves that he is servile and unmanly, lacking in courage
and decision, as well as in independence. We think of such
as echoes. In religion they are the priest-ridden, in politics
the bossed, in labor the enslaved, in business the ciphered,
in state the bound, and in family the hen-pecked, or rooster-
pecked—in a word, these are Crusoe's man, Friday. By
agreeableness as a lower primary grace we mean the
quality whereby one makes himself pleasing to others. His
words, looks, acts and manner please. He is winsome. He
readily insinuates himself into the good graces of others.
They think him pleasant, delight in his society and feel at
ease with him. They readily lend themselves to be
persuaded by him. His bland conduct soothes those with
whom he comes in contact. Where others excite, anger,
enrage, disgust and sadden, he calms, composes, pacifies,
conciliates and delights. He knows what to avoid as
working for disagreeableness; he knows what to use as
making for agreeableness. So peculiarly winning is he that
he even fascinates and gains over opponents to himself. He
knows how to speak so as to take the sting out of
disagreeable things that he
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must at times utter; and often endears himself to a wrong-
doer by the pleasant way that he administers a needed
correction. He is a benediction to the mourners and
troubled, and makes loyal friends of those even who are not
naturally disposed to friendship. The quality that acts in this
way is the one that we mean by agreeableness; and when it
is controlled by the higher primary graces it is one of the
most useful of the lower primary graces, especially in
contact with our associates, friends and neighbors.

God in a pre-eminent way has this quality. He lacks
those qualities that make for disagreeableness and has in
perfection those that make for agreeableness. He is not
contentious. Where in the Bible or out of it do we find Him
s0? Everywhere He expresses His thoughts long-sufferingly
and peacefully. He is not disputatious. We search the
Scriptures and history in vain to find Him disputatious.
Without disputing He sets forth reasonably His mind on the
subjects that He discusses. Never does He revile His
opponents, though He does at times say uncomplimentary
things of them; but He tells disagreeable truths as mildly as
can be done. Did He oppose Pharaoh? It was without
bitterness, ridicule or vituperation. Did He send His
messengers to proclaim the flood in Noah's day, the angels
to deliver Lot and his family from Sodom's approaching
doom, Moses and Aaron to predict the fate of the
Egyptians, the angel to destroy the Assyrian host, the
prophets and Jesus to announce Jerusalem's fall, and the
faithful to proclaim the destruction of the second, "this
evil" world? He commissioned none of them to be
vituperative or abusive. Rather, both He Himself used sober
language in prophesying the pertinent calamities and He
commissioned His messengers to imitate His example.
How agreeably did He act toward Abraham at Mamre,
Jacob at Bethel, Moses at Horeb, Joshua at Jordan, Gideon
at Abiezer, Samuel at Shiloh, David at Bethlehem,
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Solomon at Gibeon, Elijah at Samaria, Isaiah and Jeremiah
at Jerusalem, Daniel at Babylon, Mordecai, Ezra and
Nehemiah at Shushan, Jesus at Nazareth, Peter at Caesarea
Philippi, Paul at Damascus and John at Patmos.
Insinuatingly winsome was He in all these acts. And when
we view His dealings with Polycarp, Irenaeus, Tertullian,
Arius, Claudius of Turin, Berengar of Tours, Peter Abelard,
Arnold of Brescia, Waldo, Marsiglio, Tauler, Wyclif, Huss,
Wesel, Wessel, Savonarola, Luther, Zwingli, Hubmaier,
Servetus, Cranmer, Browne, Fox, Wesley, Stone, Miller,
Russell and all the other saints, less prominent indeed than
these, but yet loyal to Him, we see how winsomely He has
acted toward them.

In our own experiences with Him we have found Him
the acme of agreeableness. He giveth liberally and
upbraideth not. How open-hearted and kindly He was to us
as He led us out of sin into repentance and faith unto
justification! How ineffably winsome He has been while
enlightening us in our ignorance and giving us freely,
without upbraiding, and most graciously His all-embracing,
mind-satisfying and heart-resting Truth! How winsomely
did He woo us to the brideship of Jesus—" Harken, O
daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also
thy people and thy father's house. So shall the King greatly
desire thy beauty; for He is thy Lord and worship thou
Him!" Was ever a marriage proposal clothed in more
gracious and winsome terms than these? So did He woo us
to brideship for Jesus, and certainly He has been
conducting us most agreeably to the Bridegroom's home
now being prepared for us. How agreeable have been His
spirit, words, acts and manner, as He gave us the bridal
present of the hearing ears, the working hand, the ornate
will, and the espousal robe of the beauty of holiness?
Agreeable indeed have been His attitude, works and acts
toward us as He develops us in every good word and work.
How fascinatingly
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winsome have His words been to us when we are weary
and heavy-laden—" Come unto Me all ye that labor and are
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." When tribulations as
a great flood would overflow and submerge us, most
agreeably He tells us: "When thou passest through deep
waters | will be with thee; and they shall not overflow
thee." In our storms He reassuringly tells us: "It is I; be not
afraid.” In our battles with sin, error, selfishness and
worldliness He strengthens us with the comfort that the
battle is the Lord's and that He will go forward with us. In
every experience of life, whether it be toward or untoward,
easy or hard, pleasant or unpleasant, joyful or sorrowful,
pleasurable or painful, He shows Himself toward us as the
gracious, winsome, pleasing and agreeable God that He is,
our Father and our Helper, our Lover and our Friend, our
Preserver and our Provider, our Teacher and our Trainer,
our Comforter and our Encourager; and in it all, through it
all and by it all, He ever remains our ever gracious and
winsome God.

Is it any wonder that so gracious and agreeable a being
as God wins many and holds them, not by physical, but by
heart and mind ties? Is it any wonder that now, while sin is
in the ascendancy, the best of minds and hearts are
unbreakably drawn to Him? Is it any wonder that He shall
yet win to Himself billions of the fallen race and myriads of
the fallen angels in everlasting ties of sacred loyalty? To
deal with Him in a reciprocal spirit is to become won by
and to Him. To fellowship with Him is to admire,
appreciate and cling to Him. To know Him is to desire to
be everlastingly united with Him. To feel His favor, to
know His generosity, to experience His benignity and to
have His smile, are joy ineffable, peace ununderstandable
and heaven on earth. His agreeableness brightens our nights
and glorifies our days; it turns our winters into spring and
makes our Decembers as pleasant as May. Overcome by a
sense of His winsomeness we
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forget our sorrows, bid "good-bye" to our troubles, triumph
in our trials and conquer in life's battles. In His favor,
which expresses itself in His agreeableness, we find life
and health, peace and joy, faith and sight, hope and fruition,
love and delight, brotherhood and Fatherhood! The
Scriptures, in ascribing to Him supreme longsuffering,
forbearance, forgiveness, generosity, magnanimity,
liberality, mildness, love, peace, joy and graciousness,
declare to us His supremacy in agreeableness. We praise,
worship and adore Him for another of His glorious lower
primary graces—even His agreeableness. And our praise,
worship and adoration of Him should be so heartfelt as to
make us long to be and daily endeavor to become like Him
in the lower primary grace, agreeableness, a quality that
will make us a blessing to others, a strength for ourselves
and an honor for God.

In the discussion of our theme in the foregoing parts of
this chapter we have finished our consideration of God's
Selfish Lower Primary Attributes of Character, and with
the next part of this chapter we begin our study of God's
Social Lower Primary Attributes of Character. The
difference between these two sets of primary attributes of
character lies in this: That whereas the selfish lower
primary attributes go out to self as their object, the social
lower primary attributes go out to others. Thus self-esteem,
approbativeness, restfulness, etc., reach out to self as their
object in certain respects, while conjugality, friendship,
parental love, etc., go out to others as their object. There
are certain aspects of the social graces that God does not
have, e.g., amativeness—Ilove for the opposite sex—Ilove
for parents and love for brothers and sisters. There being no
sex in God, there is no sex love in Him. He not having
parents, brothers or sisters, He of course does not have
corresponding qualities—love for parents, brothers or
sisters. Thus there are certain affections that human beings
have
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which God does not have. And since these are such as are
based on the differences of their natures, there are certain
respects in which God's character differs from man's
character. But, apart from love for food and drink, which
man's physical constitution will always require him to have,
these differences will cease after man has attained full
perfection and crystallized character; for then in mankind
sex will have passed out of existence (Luke 20: 35-37), and
human family ties will have been swallowed up into the
family relation of Christ and the Church as the parents of
the perfected race, all of whose members will then be
brothers.

While there is no sex in God and while He does not have
a wife in our sense of the word, wife, nevertheless God's
relations to the covenants whereby He develops His
children are Scripturally set forth as those of a husband to a
wife. Thus He is set forth as the husband of the covenant
that develops the Little Flock (Is. 54: 1, 5; Gal. 4: 26, 27).
In this He is, as Husband, typed by Abraham, whose wife,
Sarah, types this covenant (Gal. 4: 21-31), God's symbolic
wife. The Divine covenants in their primary significance
are promises (Eph. 2: 12). Some of His covenants are
unconditional and some are conditional promises. Thus the
Lord's promises—covenants—to Noah and to Abraham and
to Abraham's seed are unconditional (Is. 54: 9; Rom. 11:
29; Gal. 3: 15—18; Heb. 6: 17, 18); while the Law
Covenant and the New Covenant are conditional promises,
man's obedience being required, if he would get the
promise (Gal. 3: 10-12; Ezek. 18: 4-24).

But the word, covenant, is used in a second sense in the
Scriptures, i.e., in the sense of all the teachings, institutions,
arrangements, etc., connected with a covenant in the
primary sense of the word. Thus all of the teachings,
institutions, arrangements, etc., connected with the
covenant made at Sinai are a part of the Law
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Covenant in this second sense of the word. Thus while God
and Israel bound themselves to one another in a covenant,
in the first sense of that word, at Sinai; the covenant, in the
second sense of that word, began to be made with the
institution of the Passover, the day Israel left Egypt (Heb.
8: 9), and was not completed until Moses finished giving
the covenant teachings, etc., to Israel just before he died, a
few days before Israel's crossing Jordan and about forty
years after leaving Egypt (Deut. 33: 1-29).

Then, in the third place, the word, covenant, is
Scripturally used to include with the two preceding senses
the servants who apply the promises and their pertinent
teachings, institutions, arrangements, etc., to those in the
covenant. It is in this third sense of the word, which
includes the first and second senses as a part of it, that the
covenant is called Scripturally, the mother. This we gather
from Is. 54: 17, compared with the rest of the chapter,
where the Sarah Covenant is addressed as Jehovah's wife
and the mother of His children, while the one addressed is
shown in verse 17 to include God's servants. Compare also
St. Paul's use of Is. 54: 1 in proof of his explanation of the
antitype of Sarah, in Gal. 4: 21-31. This is also manifest
from what St. Peter said in Acts 3: 25, where the prophets,
in their capacity of ministering to the Church (1 Pet. 1: 12)
various features elaborative of the Sarah promises, are with
those promises called the mother of the Israelites indeed,
who had just become new creatures through the faith
wrought in their hearts by the preceding part of St. Peter's
discourse. It is when the third sense of the word, covenant,
is used (which third sense includes the other two senses of
the word), that God figures forth the covenant as a woman
who is His wife. This is quite manifest from the fact that
while the Sarah Covenant was barren (during the
Patriarchal and Jewish Ages), it is spoken of as sorrowful,
mourning, desolate,
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troubled, forsaken, etc., in Is. 54. All these expressions
descriptive of distress characterize the covenant in the third
sense of the word, because the prophets, who were a part of
the covenant in that sense of the word, had just such
experiences while "unto us they did minister the things,
which are now reported unto you by them that have
preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Spirit sent
down from heaven." (1 Pet. 1: 12). Yet the covenant was
barren in their days and only at Jordan in our Lord and at
Pentecost in the first representatives of the Church did it
begin to bring forth the Seed of promise and has throughout
the Gospel Age been continuing to bring forth that Seed,
that in its last part will soon be glorified.

In God's relations to the Law Covenant and especially to
the Abrahamic Covenant, particularly in its Sarah feature,
God has been exercising the social lower primary grace of
conjugality—husbandliness. That is, just as a true husband
feels and acts toward his wife, so has God felt and acted
toward this great covenant. In God's relations to these two
covenants, God is typed by Abraham and these two
covenants are typed by Sarah and Hagar (Gal. 4: 21-31).
Just as Abraham, at Sarah's suggestion, took Hagar only
temporarily, and then at Sarah's suggestion dismissed her;
so God, at the suggestion of the servants of the Abrahamic
promises, took the Law Covenant in the third sense of that
term as His temporary wife, and at their suggestion
dismissed it. In both cases the latter was done only after
each mother and son had shown their wrong attitude toward
the true Seed of promise. Nevertheless God acted a
husbandly part toward the Law Covenant in the third sense
of the word throughout the Jewish Age, until at its end the
servants of that covenant—the priest, Levites, scribes,
Pharisees, etc., proved their utter unworthiness, whereupon
the Lord cast off them, the Law's promises and its
teachings,
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arrangements, institutions, etc., with all under them, from
His favor.

It is, however, more in His relations with the married
wife, antitypical Sarah, and not with the desolate—cast
off—concubine, antitypical Hagar (Is. 54: 1), that Jehovah's
quality of husbandliness appears; for God acts like a true
husband toward antitypical Sarah—the oath—bound
promises to the Christ, their Biblically elaborated
teachings, institutions, arrangements, etc., and His servants
that apply these to His faithful children. These promises,
teachings, institutions, arrangements, etc., and servants, are
of the highest order and call forth God's appreciation and
sympathy. And He richly gives these to them as His wife.
In sublimest strain and tenderest sentiment Jehovah tells of
His feelings and activities toward antitypical Sarah. We
make bold to say that for elevation of thought, tenderness
of feeling, delight of spirit and oneness of heart and mind,
nowhere in literature does husbandly feeling and activity go
out in so noble, beautiful and sublime ways as God's
husbandly feelings and activities express themselves to
antitypical Sarah in Is. 54. We ask our readers, especially
those among them who are husbands, carefully to read Is.
54 and then try to match it with anything in all literature
descriptive of good husbands. Note, in verse 1, the
triumphant joy of the husband at His wife, long childless,
becoming the mother of His children. Consider His
encouraging her, in v. 2, to make a suitable home for the
increasing family, unstintingly in His providing for its
every comfort and enlargement. See how, in v. 3, He
rejoices with her in the future success of their beloved and
mutual children. See how, in v. 4, He beautifully describes
her glorious future and lovingly and sympathetically
comforts her as against a sad past. Note carefully how, in v.
5, He points out her highest honor in being the beloved
wife of the Supreme Being, the Hallowed of God's people
and the Covenant God of
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the whole earth. Notice the marvelous contrasts in vs. 6-8,
each one blotting out a sad past by a bright present and
future. Keep in mind, in vs. 9 and 10, how He swears
undying fidelity, tenderest care and sure joy for the future.
How tenderly, in vs. 11, 12, He, reminding her of the sad
past (the Patriarchal and Jewish Ages) in which she was the
afflicted, tempest-tossed and uncomforted one, assures her,
His beloved wife, of the great prosperity, beauty and value
of her glorious palace which she will share with Him! Her
wifely heart as the mother of His children is, in v. 13, made
to beat with joy in His husbandly assurance that He
Himself will be the teacher of their children and will lead
them into great prosperity. How remarkably His confidence
in her noble character of righteousness, mercy and courage
is set forth in v. 141 While, in v. 15, He tells her that
envious evil-wishers will take counsel against her. He
nevertheless assures her that He will so thoroughly defend
her as to deliver her and foil them—a real Husband
protecting the wife of His bosom. While He assures her, in
v. 16, that it is of His permissive ordering that the evil-
intentioned will act, yet, in v. 17, He promises her—His
servants—complete victory over every error and wrong that
will arise against her and that He Himself will provide her
righteousness—in Christ will this be. In this chapter every
husbandly function as possessed by Jehovah in the highest
degree, is touched on. Here the husband is set forth as the
one who loves his wife, cherishes her, honors her,
companions her, trusts her, provides for her, protects her
and co-operates with her in the raising and training of their
children. Is there any husbandly quality and act found
wanting in Him? And did ever a husband tell it all more
beautifully, winsomely, lovingly and reassuringly than
Jehovah, the Husband—antitypical Abraham—of the Sarah
Covenant? This chapter, through the light thrown on it by
St. Paul in Gal. 4: 21-31, is indescribably fine, and
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certainly proves that God has in the highest degree the
social grace of husbandliness. This would also appear from
a consideration of His husbandly relations to the New
Covenant, but we forbear giving further particulars.

As Jehovah is the best of husbands, so, too, is He the
best of fathers—He has the social grace of fatherliness. At
the present time God is the Father of the angelic hosts (Job
1: 6; 2: 1; 38: 7), of the Little Flock (Rom. 8: 14-16), and of
the Great Company (2 Cor. 6: 18). After the Millennium, as
the antitypical Abraham, He will also be the Father of the
Ancient and Youthful Worthies and of the faithful of the
Restitution Class (Rom. 4: 17). While in all these relations
He is an ideal Father, exercising unapproachable
fatherliness, we will limit our consideration of Him as
Father to His fatherly relation to the Little Flock—Jesus
and His faithful footstep followers. God is the Father of
these, according to many Scriptures (Matt. 3: 17; 11: 25-27;
18: 10, 14, 19; Luke 22: 29; 23: 46; John 1: 14, 18; 10: 36-
38; Rom. 1: 3, 4; Gal. 4: 6, 7; 1 Thes. 1: 3; Heb. 12: 9; 1
John 3: 1). And He does toward and for them everything
that a real father should do toward and for his children,
with this important difference: that whereas there are
frequently mistakes of head and inabilities of hand in the
best of earthly fathers, Jehovah, as the Father of Jesus and
the Church, never makes any mistake of head or lacks any
ability of hand in His relations to His children. There are
especially seven things that must be done by one who has
full fatherliness. We will, on consideration, readily
recognize these as the acts of a real father; and these God
does in supreme degree toward the Christ Class. A true
earthly father begets, loves, companions, provides for,
trains, prepares an inheritance for, and gives an inheritance
to, his children. And God does these things in a perfect and
supreme way, thus exercising real fatherliness.



The Lower Primary Graces of God's Character. 181

In the first place, God begets His children. Without
begetting children one cannot really be a father; for the
begetting act is fundamental to fatherhood. The Scriptures
clearly teach that God has begotten Jesus and His followers
(John 1: 14, 18; 3: 16, 18; Jas. 1: 3; 1 John 5: 1, 18). Of
course we are not to think of God's act of begetting the
Christ as a carnal thing. It is altogether spiritual. The seed
whereby the begetting has been done is God's Word as it
pertains to sanctifying faith and love (Jas. 1: 18; 1 Pet. 1:
23). The mother in whom the begetting has taken place is
the Sarah Covenant in the third or wide sense of that word.
She furnishes truths other than those that create sanctifying
faith and love unto the begettal of the Spirit. With these
other truths she has nourished the begotten powers
implanted in the consecrated head and heart. These truths
correspond to the ovum and subsequent nourishment
furnished by the human mother to the seed of human
begetting and to the begotten thing. If we ask what the act
of the begetting is, we answer: the impartation of spiritual
capacities to all the brain organs of a consecrator. These
capacities enable each brain organ of ours to reach beyond
its natural objects and to attach itself to corresponding
spiritual things. E.g., our intellectual organs naturally reach
out and grasp human knowledge. While after our spirit-
begettal our intellectual organs continue so to exercise
themselves; yet, through the spiritual capacities bestowed
upon them by the begettal, they additionally reach out and
grasp, spiritual knowledge. Again, our heart organs—
affections—naturally reach out to human objects, like our
human parents, brethren, friends, etc. But after our spirit-
begettal, while our affections still continue to go out to our
human parents, etc., our affection-organs through the
implanted spiritual capacities reach out to our heavenly
Parents—God and the Sarah Covenant, our heavenly
brethren and friends—Jesus and the Church, etc. God
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has been our begetter, because by the pertinent Truth He
implanted spiritual capacities in every one of our brain
organs, adapting them to spiritual objects. The begetting of
the Spirit is God's first act as our Father. With the greatest
of care has He done this, choosing the proper persons, time,
place and condition, so that the embryo new creature is
started on his way under the best circumstances for his
development; which is real fatherliness.

A second thing that belongs to the quality of fatherliness
is fatherly love. The proverb puts it like this: Every father
loves his child. Human experience proves this with respect
to a good earthly father; and certainly the Scriptures and the
experiences of God's children prove that God loves them.
"The Father Himself loveth you" (John 16: 27). "He that
loveth Me [Jesus] shall be loved of My Father ... If a man
love Me [Jesus], he will keep My words, and My Father
will love him™ (John 14: 21, 23). "Thou ... hast loved them
as Thou hast loved Me ... That the love wherewith Thou
hast loved Me may be in [given to] them"” (John 17: 23,
26). These passages show that God loves Jesus and His
faithful ones and that with the same kind of love, though, of
course, not in the same degree. "All that be at Rome,
beloved of God, called saints” (Rom. 1: 7). "His great love
wherewith He hath loved us" (Eph. 2: 4). "Our Father, who
hath loved us" (2 Thes. 2: 16). "Herein is love ... that He
loved us ... God so loved us ... He first loved us" (1 John
4: 10, 11, 19). This love includes duty and disinterested
love in appreciation, sympathy and service. What are His
creative works toward us other than expressions of His
love? Look at His providential blessings on us and therein
see His great love for us. Consider His redemptive work in
giving up His Son, even unto death, and His love toward us
becomes manifest. His instructional blessings prove His
love for us by experience. His justifying
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blessings in forgiving us our sins and in imputing Christ's
righteousness to us, are another proof from experience that
He loves us as His children. His sanctifying blessings, both
with respect to the sacrifice of our humanity and the
development of our new creatures, evidence from
experience His love for us. His delivering blessings, giving
us victory in our battles with sin, error, selfishness and
worldliness, reveal in experience His love for us. And what
shall we say of the future features of His delivering
blessings—deliverance from the grave and human nature
into heaven, the Divine nature and joint-heirship with
Christ. All this certainly proves His love for us. Yea, in
these ways God loves us as His children. So, in the highest
sense, He has that feature of fatherliness whereby He loves
us as His children.

The third thing that a genuine father does toward His
children is that He companions them—gives them
fellowship. He is not a real father who in cold austerity
holds his children at arm's length, feeling, looking,
speaking and acting sternly and distantly toward them.
Such a father may secure their obedience and fear; but he
will never endear himself to them; nor will he ever draw
out the spirit of childship from them toward himself.
Companionableness on his part that draws out his children’s
confidence and love are needed as elements of fatherliness,
if he would fulfill this one of the functions of fatherliness.
God as our Father exercises this quality of fatherliness in
His dealing with us as His children. The chief elements of
such companionableness are: Confidence, sympathy,
adaptability, agreeableness, kindness, interest and
partnership. God as our Father has confidence in us to the
degree that our gualities of heart and mind and our spirit of
consecration warrant; and He shows us that He has such
confidence by imparting to us the secrets that He keeps
within the family circle and by entrusting us with a
stewardship in His interests. He sympathizes
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with us in all our joys and sorrows, pleasures and pains,
successes and failures, hopes and fears, aims and
ambitions, works and recreations; for it is especially with
reference to the Church that it is written, "In all their
affliction He was afflicted" (Is. 63: 9). Moreover His
sympathy with us is also one of heart's oneness—
kindredness of feeling with us. Such sympathy, of course,
conduces to fellowship.

Then He certainly adapts Himself to the peculiarities of
all His children. There is not a quality in us that He does
not understand; there is not a weakness in us toward which
He does not know how to act and does not act properly.
There is not a circumstance in our lives but He
accommodates Himself to it. There is not an experience
coming to any one of us but He sees and feels its ins and
outs. In all the changes of our moods and modes, in all the
vicissitudes of our work and rest, in all the diversities of
our talents and attainments, in all the varieties of our graces
and faults and in all the variations of our states and
activities, He knows how to, and does adjust Himself to us
in most helpful, uplifting and beneficent ways. His
agreeableness toward us as His faithful children is never
ruffled; it is unchangeable and it is always in evidence. No
petulance, no touchiness, no garrulity, no grouchiness,
marks His carriage toward us. When we offend in weakness
or ignorance, He knows how to close one eye; when we do
not play fair, He knows how to forgive; and when we do
well, He knows how to smile most charmingly and
winsomely. Then He is also interested in us and in what
concerns and interests us. He never loses the sense of a
personal concern for us and a personal feeling toward us.
And in what interests us He is interested; and for what
concerns us He is concerned. He is not indifferent to what
is for our weal or woe. He never clothes Himself with the
mantle of forgetfulness and the girdle of abstractedness
when our good is concerned; for He always
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makes our interests His. His kindness, too, is ever on hand
and active. If danger lurks in some place, He beneficently
points it out and guards against it. If need threatens us, He
provides against it; and if it is present, He supplies it. If
good is present, He works on it to improve it; and if
anything is wanting for our best good, He sees to it that it is
bestowed. And, finally, in His fellowship feeling toward us
He enters into a real partnership with us. This partnership is
one of spirit; for He gives us His Spirit. It is one of interest;
for He shares with us His wealth. It is one of work; for He
makes us colaborers of His. And it is one of ambition; for
He associates us with Him in the realization of His plans
and purposes. Thus in the highest sense He embodies in His
companioning of us as His children the qualities of
confidence, sympathy, adaptability, agreeableness, interest,
kindness and partnership; and this is the third element of
true fatherliness.

The fourth thing that a good father does for his children
is to provide their food, raiment and shelter, and that in
harmony with his ability and station in life. This God does,
not only in earthly, but more especially in heavenly
respects, from which latter standpoint we desire to give
briefly some general items. He provides the best of spiritual
foods for them—the pure and unadulterated nourishment of
the Word, both in its milk [simpler truths] and in its strong
meat [deeper truths] aspects (Heb. 5: 12-14). This food
covers doctrinal, ethical, promissory, hortatory, prophetical,
historical and typical truths, variously adapted in each of its
forms to the babe, the child, the youth, the man and the
aged. And the raiment that He provides for them is both
beautiful and useful. How beautiful is our Lord's robe of
righteousness, which God has provided for us to wear (Is.
61: 10)! It hides every uncomely feature in us and adorns
us in real beauty. Our Father, whose sense of beauty and
comeliness is superior
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to that of any other being, looks upon us when so arrayed
with the utmost satisfaction and pleasure. It protects us
from too much cold and heat, keeps us comfortable and
expedites our movements. Additionally, He provides us
with the means and instrumentalities whereby we may
embroider our raiment. With threads of gold [Divine Spirit]
and needles of silver [Truth] we are by Him enabled to
work out on our Divinely provided raiment beautiful
designs drawn thereon into the Christian graces, whereby
our wedding garments will be charmingly beautiful (Ps. 45:
13, 14). So, too, He gives us the best of shelter; for He
Himself is our habitation (1 John 4: 16). This is the most
beautiful, tasteful and practical home ever erected. It is well
lighted and ventilated. It is roomy and comfortable. It has
the elegance of a palace and the invitesomeness of a home;
and perpetual joy and peace reign there. Father, mother and
children here are in the best of bonds, in the finest of spirits
and in the most joyful of hearts. The house is well protected
from the contagion of error, which cannot come nigh it (Ps.
92: 10). The sun of temptation (Luke 8: 6, 13; Matt. 13: 6,
21) cannot beat upon this house so as to make it
uncomfortably hot within, or smite with sunstroke those
who dwell therein. In the winter time of trouble it is kept
comfortably warm, so that those who dwell therein are
never cold; for no tribulation too great for them to bear is
allowed to come nigh them. And while outside of this
house the night of sin reigns with its sorrows, woes,
uncertainty and fears, within that house it is always light;
for the light of Truth illuminates its every room and hall.
Thus God Himself provides His children perfect shelter.
His giving His children food, raiment and shelter, and that
of the best quality and in abounding quantity, proves Him
to fulfill perfectly the fourth function of a father—
providing for his family—and thus proves that He has also
this ingredient of real fatherliness.
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The fifth function of a father is training his children; and
therefore the ability so to do and the exercise of this ability
are the fifth element of fatherliness. As a true Father, God
trains His children. This training embraces intellectual,
heart and manual matters. He trains their heads by teaching
them true knowledge, which He enables them to perceive,
remember and reason on, so that this knowledge becomes a
part of their very being. Thus they live in His knowledge,
and it becomes, so to speak, a second nature to them. This
knowledge is both theoretical, inasmuch as it gives them
the right principles of thought, speech and action, and
practical, inasmuch as it is of a kind that they can and do
apply helpfully to all the problems of life. Furthermore, He
trains their hearts, because He knows that character is the
best of all acquisitions, the most useful of all attainments
and the most attractive of all embellishments. In their
training He puts them through every process of character
development: supply of lacks, overcoming of faults,
quickening in good, growth in good, strengthening in good,
balancing in good and crystallizing in good. And when He
has finished His training of their hearts, they have the finest
of hearts in the universe; and thus with such characters they
will be well adapted to living forever (Ps. 22: 26). Then,
God as Father gives His children manual training as well as
head and heart training. He trains them in the arts of
building (Matt. 7: 24-27; 1 Cor. 3: 10-15), whereby they
erect the structures of faith and character; husbandry,
whereby they plant and water God's garden (1 Cor. 3: 6-9);
vineyardry, whereby they grow precious fruits in God's
vineyard (Matt. 21: 28-31, 41, 43); and farming, whereby
they sow, reap, sheave, dry, thresh, winnow, supervise the
sifting and co-operate in the garnering of the wheat. Many
of them He trains in the work of shepherding sheep (Acts
20: 28); and some of them make a splendid success of such
work. He trains them to be good
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merchants (Matt. 13: 45, 46), capable fishermen (Matt. 4:
19), careful watchmen (Matt. 24: 42-44), successful
executives (Matt. 25: 14-17) and good teachers (Matt. 28:
19). He develops them into being athletes, whereby they
become great racers (Heb. 12: 1; 1 Cor. 9: 24-26), mighty
wrestlers (Eph. 6: 12), skillful boxers (1 Cor. 9: 26, 27) and
brave, efficient and victorious soldiers (2 Tim. 2: 3; Rev. 3:
21; 15: 2). Thus He trains them for many forms of
occupation in this life; but additionally He is training them
for successful careers in life everlasting as Kings, Priests
(Rev. 20: 6), Mediators (Acts 3: 23; Heb. 9: 15-17),
Physicians (Rev. 22: 2, 3), Teachers (Ps. 22: 30, 31),
Judges (1 Cor. 6: 2, 3), and Saviors (Ob. 21). Accordingly,
God as Father gives His children a splendid training.

The sixth thing that a good father does for his children is
to prepare for them an inheritance. And God has this
feature of fatherliness in His character. Before the
foundation of the world He made a plan, an integral part of
which embraces the preparation of an inheritance for His
children (Eph. 1: 11). This inheritance is not gotten in this
life, but is one that will be bestowed in the next life with
the saints in light (Acts 20: 32; 26: 18). It is therefore an
inheritance reached through the salvation process, and that
at its end (Heb. 1: 14). St. Peter assures us of this also,
adding that it will be incorruptible as to the body, undefiled
as to the heart and mind, unfadeable as to life, and heavenly
as to nature (1 Pet. 1: 4). The process through which it is
being prepared is the Spirit begettal, quickening, growth,
strengthening, balancing, crystallizing and birth (1 Pet. 1:
3; Eph. 2: 5; 2 Pet. 3: 18; 1 Pet. 5: 10; John 3: 5-8). Our
Lord Jesus is God's Agent in preparing this inheritance
(John 14: 2). The offer and acceptance of the hope of
obtaining this inheritance makes us heirs of God and joint-
heirs with the Lord Jesus (Rom. 8: 14-17; Gal. 4: 6, 18).
The
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things that the heirship has in store for us are: eternal
heavenly life (Titus 3: 7) in heavenly Divine bodies (1 Cor.
15: 41-54; 2 Cor. 4: 16-5: 8; 2 Pet. 1: 4), joint-heirship with
Christ (Rom. 8: 17) in the kingdom promise of ruling and
blessing (Jas. 2: 5; Rev. 1. 6; 5: 10) and in the
administration of the universe by perfecting yet uncreated
orders of beings and their residential planets in harmony
with God's plans yet to be revealed (Eph. 2: 7; Is. 9: 7).
Truly, the preparation of our inheritance outshines any
other parental preparation of inheritance for children.

The final thing that a good father does for His children is
to give them a well ordered and sufficient inheritance—the
best he can give. Certainly, Jehovah as Father does this for
His children in superlative degree. The time when He will
give this inheritance is our Lord's Second Advent (1 Pet. 1:
7). It will be before the assembled heavenly host. It will
include all God's wealth—the boundless universe with all
that pertains to it. It will be an undivided inheritance. Nor
need any fear that such an inheritance will breed discontent
and strife in the heirs, because each of them will love the
others more than self; and thus they in perfect peace and
prosperity will jointly administer their inheritance. Nor will
they be the objects of others' envy for their great
inheritance, since they will use it for the best interests of all
concerned—first for fallen men and fallen angels, and then
for the good of various orders of beings that God is
planning for the billions of planets in His universe; and in
this work of developing their inheritance they will have the
glad cooperation of the angels, those who never fell, as well
as those who fell and will rise again. The wealth of this
inheritance is inconceivably great, which will appear when
we think of the wealth of this earth and remember that there
are billions of at least as rich planets in the universe. And
this wealth will ever increase as these planets and their
various orders of beings
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are developed to perfection. It is an inheritance that will be
developing endlessly; for the work of the Faithful will be
the development to perfection of one planet after another
with their pertinent orders of beings. And they will have the
satisfaction of perfect success in their task, as the Ages to
come will witness the planets and their inhabitants started
on the way of, and reaching perfection. Nor will their
entering into the possession of their inheritance be marred
by the sense of loss of, and mourning for, a dead Father, as
it is among men; for the Immortal Jehovah will give them
the inheritance and live on; and this He can safely do,
because their absolute devotion to Him and His interests
will have been unchangeably proven by most crucial tests.
What a super-wonderful inheritance God will give His
people! Surely He has the seven main features of the grace
of fatherliness, as our study abundantly proves; and this
grace of fatherliness surely is His.

We have hitherto treated of God's main selfish lower
primary attributes of character and of two of His main
social lower primary attributes of character. We now
proceed to our discussion of the rest of God's lower
primary attributes of character. We trust our discussion of
this subject will prove instructive to our readers' heads and
uplifting to their hearts. We rejoice in the prospect of such
blessings and trust that a like experience will follow the
study of all the chapters of this book. After finishing our
discussion of God's primary attributes of character we
hope, D.v., to consider in turn His secondary and tertiary
graces. Such a study should equip all of us with a
reasonably comprehensive understanding and appreciation
of God's qualities of Spirit. In the rest of this chapter we
propose to study friendship and kingliness as social lower
primary attributes in God.

When we speak of friendship we mean a mutual regard
cherished by like minds and hearts. Friendship
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can never be experienced by one person alone. It implies at
least two persons as its possessors; for it is a mutual regard
cherished by like minds and hearts. Thus friendship is a
quality that requires at least two persons before it can be
exercised at all. In this it differs from friendliness, which
does not necessarily imply a mutual regard. Accordingly,
friendship, as an attribute of God, implies that it is
exercised by Him and others mutually. It means that there
are hearts and minds that are kindred to God's heart and
mind, and that these and God's heart and mind have a
mutual esteem toward one another. This is true of the
relations of the Father and the Son to each other; for they
are linked together in kindredness of heart and mind by the
fact that they have the same Holy Spirit or disposition. This
is likewise true of God and the good angels, and of God
and certain ones in the human family. It is not now true
between God and all human beings; for some are now not
at all of a kindred spirit with God. Hence there can be
between them no mutual regard that constitutes friendship.
Sometime there will be between God and all mankind such
kindredness of disposition as will make them hold one
another in mutual esteem, i.e., when after the Millennium
all who after full opportunity prove that they are worthy of
everlasting life are rewarded with it, and all others are
destroyed.

The entrance of sin among certain—the fallen—angels
and among mankind has disrupted friendship between God
and them. Sin of necessity destroys friendship between God
and the sinner; because sin is a repudiation of friendship
with God on the sinner's part. Thus God could not find in
fallen angels and men, as such, that kindredness of heart
and mind necessary for a mutual regard based on harmony
with righteousness, which is the necessary foundation of a
friendship in which God is a partaker; for He is of too pure
eyes to behold [look with favor and esteem
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upon] iniquity (Hab. 1: 13). Hence when certain angels and
mankind fell into sin, God withdrew from the relations of
friendship with them. We are not to understand that
thereupon He hated them. Rather that He became so
displeased with them for their casting away of their former
state of mind and heart that was kindred to His, that mutual
esteem was no longer possible as between Him and them.
But while this became the condition between them, and
while sinful men and angels turned into hating Him, He,
instead of returning hatred for hatred, continued to be as
friendly toward them as their changed attitude toward Him
permitted this to be; i.e., insofar as this was in harmony
with truth and righteousness. Hence in His friendliness He
gave them such blessings as were compatible with the
sentences that He imposed upon them severally for their
wrongs. Furthermore, He cherished the hope of winning
them back into friendship with Him, after their experience
with  evil would sufficiently teach them the
unprofitableness of sin and the desirability of
righteousness.

His friendliness toward them despite their evil reached
an almost inconceivable height of greatness when, in order
to restore them to friendship with Himself, He willingly
gave up His Son to a most shameful, cruel and painful
death, as the basis for the restoration of such a friendship.
And in the meantime He kept Himself open to entering into
friendship with any of the race that, hungering and thirsting
after such a condition, would accept of His overtures of
friendship. It was in harmony with this thought that He and
Abraham entered into friendship with each other, so that
Abraham became known as the friend of God (Jas. 2: 23).
And not only Abraham, but all who walked in his footsteps
have entered into friendship with God (Rom. 4: 12; 5: 1).
Accordingly, God welcomes back into friendship with Him
all who exercise repentance toward God and faith in
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Christ. These thereby become friends of God and God the
friend of them. We trust that all of our readers have at least
attained to friendship with God.

It might be well for us to look into the ingredients of
such a friendship. Keeping in mind the thought that in spirit
the sinner must retrace the steps that he took when he left
the condition of friendship with God, and that the
restoration of the long-wrecked friendship does not imply
that God lowers Himself to the degraded state of mind and
heart of sinful man, though it does imply that He
condescends to lift man back toward the state of heart and
mind that existed before sin entered into the world, we will
be able to see the ingredients of the restored friendship. On
God's part it implies that He retain the same thoughts and
feelings that He had before friendship between Him and
man was broken off. It also implies that He has sought to
renew mankind into a condition in which He can take the
same interest in them as formerly, exercise the same trust in
them as of yore, show them the same amiableness as
before, bestow the same benefits as in days gone by and
give them the same companionship as He once did. Unless
He would do these things and thus renew them unto their
former condition toward Him, mankind could not perform
their part in the mutual relations implied in friendship
between God and themselves. And all these things God
works on behalf of all who are responsive to His advances;
and as a result, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, He and certain humans have already re-entered into
friendship with one another.

And in this friendship we see operative a kindredness of
thought in which man accepts the Divine thoughts
connected with friendship's restoration. Thus this enables
such men to gain kindredness of mind with God and one
another. Again, by renewing kindred feelings in the
responsive, God puts men into a condition in which they
love the things that God loves.
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Further, by arousing the responsive to taking interest in
truth and righteousness for themselves and others, He
creates in them the same interests as He has. So, too, by
enabling these to stand fast in devotion to truth and
righteousness for themselves and others, He makes them
dependable, and thus restores His confidence in their
integrity; and of course only such as trust Him are dealt
with in such restoration of friendship, as is evident from the
case of Abraham and those who follow in his steps. God's
amiableness toward them takes away from them all
unamiableness toward God and fills them with amiableness
toward Him. His constant benefactions on them arouse
them to do good to Him, in the sense of benefiting His
cause. And His companioning them arouses them to
companion Him; and thus every ingredient of friendship is
restored between God and responsive ones.

This description of the restoration of friendship into
operation between God and man shows that friendship as a
quality operating between God and man consists of the
following things: Mutual thoughts, mutual feelings, mutual
interests, mutual trust, mutual amiableness, mutual
helpfulness and mutual companionableness. God shares
with reconciled humans every one of these things. We may
say that He craves these things—not that He needs them for
His own existence, but for the pleasure that it gives Him in
working in others the blessings for them implied in these
things. We are not to think of this matter as though God
could not get along without entering into friendship with
us, as though He needs us or what we can give Him.
Rather, in His friendliness He does out of pure benevolence
the things that we need for our well being, in a restoration
of friendship with Him; and He is made happy in such
restored friendship in the thought that it has blessed,
uplifted and ennobled us; for His delight is in benefiting
others. Thus His friendship is of the noblest character,
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the most generous feeling and of the most comprehensive
kind. Blessed indeed are they who have God as their Friend
and who are friends of God!

And who are these? We reply that now, they are first,
those who have taken the steps of repentance toward God
and faith in our Lord Jesus; and second; those who
thereafter have made a full consecration of themselves to
the Lord. The first class are indeed friends; but they are not
privileged to enter into the deepest friendship with God
unless they take the further step of consecration.
Justification gives them peace with God; but only the
consecrated enter into God's heart of hearts, in the most
intimate friendship in which their very beings become one
with God's Spirit. While we, therefore, rejoice with the
justified in their measure of friendship with God, we would
urge them to enter into still deeper and closer relations with
God and bind themselves to Him with still stronger ties
than those of justification—even those of consecration; for
in the latter, becoming dead to self and to the world and
becoming alive unto God; they take His good and perfect
and acceptable will as theirs, and this enables them to enter
into most intimate thoughts, feelings, interests, trust,
amiableness; benefaction and companionship with God in
ways that those who have proceeded no further than
justification are unable to experience, understand and
appreciate: This is the unanimous testimony of the faithful
consecrated. And this friendship is mutually to God and
them one of the most precious, endearing and happifying of
all experiences.

It is not only such, but it is also a very fruitful one to
both parties of this friendship. God has His fruitage in their
profiting, which shows His unselfishness in this friendship;
while they have as their fruitage from this friendship the
blessings of creations providence, redemption, instruction,
justification, sanctification and deliverance. Therefrom are
they undergoing
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a recreation, in ultimate analysis, to perfect spirit natures.
God makes all things work together for their good in His
providence. He has given His Son in redemption to recover
them from the curse. In instruction He teaches them all the
things of His Word due in their times, so that they are
favored with His thoughts. In justification He forgives their
sins and reckons them righteous in Christ's righteousness.
In sanctification He enables them to become and remain
dead to self and the world and alive unto God, while
sacrificing their humanity in His interests, and while
undergoing transformation into Christ's likeness as new
creatures. And in deliverance He protects them amid, and
gives them victory in, their battles with sin, error,
selfishness and worldliness, as these fight against them
under the leadership of the devil, the world and the flesh.
And ultimately He will give them victory over the grave by
raising them from the dead, and will give them pertinent
rewards in life eternal. These are the fruitage that God's
friends receive from Him in their friendship relations with
Him; and, as stated above, His fruitage from His friendship
is the possession of such friends and the pleasure of so
greatly benefiting them.

As precious and fruitful as His friendship is, so lasting
and strong is it. One of the sad facts of human friendship is
in most cases its weakness and transitoriness. Most
friendships are unable to bear the weight even of
prosperity, let alone adversity. Hence, earthly friendships
for the most part quickly break up, and former friends
frequently are lightly forgotten. Almost none survive the
pressure of adversity. Not so with Jehovah's friendship.
Time does not only not weaken, but strengthens it.
Prosperity brightens it, and adversity crystallizes it. The
dangers incidental to it cement its possessors the more
firmly together. Pressure put upon it makes it all the more
enduring. Our faults and weaknesses arouse Jehovah
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to all the more manifestations of it. In health and in
sickness, in joy and in sorrow, in pleasure and in pain, in
rest and in labor, in safety and in danger, in prosperity and
in adversity, and in life and in death, it abides strong and
enduring; for no such things can separate the faithful from
the friendship between them and God. The only thing that
can make God withdraw friendship from His friends is that
faithlessness which sins willfully against God, the best of
friends; for His friendship is so strong and enduring that it
stands all other pressures, while this one disrupts its very
conditions of existence. Such a friend is a friend indeed.
Blessed are those who are knitted together in friendship
with God; nothing shall stumble them, nothing shall injure
them and nothing shall be lacking to them; for in God and
in His friendship they find their all in all.

The last of God's lower primary graces of character that
we will consider in this chapter is His Kkingliness.
Kingliness is a social grace. It is true that all social beings
do not now have it; for it is limited to but a small class of
human beings—royal rulers. Its ingredients, however,
should in part be found in all who, as social beings, are
placed in some respect or other over others. Thus certain
phases of this quality should be found in husbands as the
heads of their wives, in parents as the guardians of their
children, in teachers in the management of their scholars, in
employers in the direction of their employees, in political
officials in the governing of their subordinates and non-
official citizens and in officers in the command of soldiers
and sailors, etc. By kingliness we mean the quality of heart
and mind whereby one is, thinks, feels, speaks and acts as a
royal ruler must, in order properly to govern his people. We
would not think of everybody as being kingly in character
and bearing. Certainly an ignorant and foolish person could
not commend himself to us as kingly; nor could an
impulsive, weak
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willed person do so. Nor would we think that a tactless or a
cringing person were kingly in heart and bearing. Neither
does a selfish and unpatriotic person deserve the praise of
kingliness. So, too, does the world not regard one who is
impractical and unfaithful as being kingly. Why so?
Because these qualities are the direct antithesis of those that
we think a king should have. His being the leader and ruler
of his people, he must be intelligent and wise enough to
think out laws and policies to put into effect, whereby to
lead, benefit and rule them. He must be steady and firm to
give these laws and policies the necessary backing to make
them operative. He must be tactful to win his subjects to
them, and dignified enough to command that respect that
insures obedience to them. He must be so unselfish as to
put the interests of the commonwealth above his own
interests, to insure the good of his country; and he must be
S0 patriotic as to sink every consideration into the interests
of the nation. He must be so practical as to execute with
good results his laws and policies and so faithful as to make
himself the embodiment of conscientiousness in fulfilling
the duties of his office. Such a king is indeed kingly. David
in Israel and Alfred in England are among the most
conspicuous examples of such kings among human rulers.
Of each of them it can properly be said that he was every
inch a king.

But Jehovah has these features of kingliness in the
supreme degree; and He is therefore the greatest and best of
all royal rulers. His omniscience makes Him know
everything that pertains to royalty in itself, in its duties, in
its laws, in its subjects, in its processes, in its purposes and
in its results. His wisdom makes Him able to use His
knowledge in ways best calculated to achieve the ends of
rulership—the well being of His subjects. His self-rule
makes Him adjust Himself to the conditions and demands
of His position as King; and His moderation makes Him
steadfastly pursue
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His ends to a successful consummation. His tact is
unendingly making Him speak and do at the proper time
what is necessary, as it also makes Him suppress unsuitable
words and acts. Such tactfulness makes Him winsome in
the superlative sense toward those who are winable. He is
always dignified in carriage, in sentiment, in speech and in
act, with a result that He inspires His subjects with the
profoundest reverence to His person, laws and works. He
neither fears, nor stands in dread of, anyone; hence He
needs not, nor does He, cringe before anyone. He is wholly
unselfish in His ways; and thus instead of exploiting His
subjects in His own interests or tyrannizing over them to
their own detriment, He constantly seeks and achieves their
good. He does not set at naught, nor break His own laws;
but is subject to them as a supreme ruler, and thus
commends them with all the greater impressiveness to His
subjects. This is all the more noteworthy in Him, inasmuch
as He is an absolute monarch in the supreme sense of the
word; for He never submits His decisions to the vote of His
subjects in order to make them valid, as do most earthly
rulers. But He commends them to their willing obedience
by virtue of their intrinsic value and their source. Indeed He
and His viceregents are, and will forever be, the only
absolute monarchs who can be absolutely trusted to use
their unique power solely in the interests of their subjects;
and for this reason they will forever be the only ones really
worthy of, and fitted for, the exercise of absolute and
unconditional power over subjects.

As a sovereign God is the highest example of a patriotic
ruler. He loves His country, its laws, its policies, customs,
citizens, works and ideals, and in all His works and plans as
its ruler He ever keeps this in mind and furthers them. He
defends them against corruption, attack and conquest; and
successfully assails and overthrows every person and thing
that seek
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to effect any injury to the realm. As an executive, He
carries out the laws and policies that He makes for His
kingdom, attaining thereby every feasible result. No
executive has His abilities as a successful executive in His
empire. And finally, as our king, He is faithful in
everything pertinent to His office as king. Faithfully does
He use His intelligence and wisdom to devise laws and
policies for the good of the realm. Faithfully does He
exercise self-control and steadfastness in initiating and
carrying out these laws and policies. In all negotiations He
faithfully exercises the necessary tact and dignity to gain
His ends and gain and retain the reverence of His subjects.
He is faithful to make love for proper principles and the
interests of His empire and of His subjects incite Him to
ruling acts on their behalf; and this excludes every species
of tyranny, cruelty and injustice from His rulership. His
faithfulness keeps Him ever on the alert to plan, to initiate
and to carry on in the interests of His kingdom and its
subjects. He is the best and most successful of kings,
because He is the most kingly of them all.

His kingdom is an orderly one. It has officers and
subjects. These officers are in harmony with the King and
His ideals. They are bound to Him by the most lasting
bonds of devotion, appreciation, sympathy and harmony.
For them to fail in these respects for any length of time
would mean dismissal from His service. So devoted to Him
and His interests are they that they willingly lay at His feet
their all in His service, and demonstrate loyalty to Him, His
cause and His people unto death. And His subjects have the
same spirit of devotion. Hence His subjects excel those of
other kings. They show much loyalty to Him, His cause and
His people, better than the subjects of other kingdoms do to
their rulers, countries and peoples. And they are bound to
Him not by ties of self-interest; but of principle and love.
So greatly have His
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benign policies and deeds as Ruler enhanced Him to them
that out of grateful and appreciative love they are devoted
to Him, and they are happy and prosperous in such
devotion to their great King. At the present time these
subjects are comparatively few; but when the war is over
that is now on between His and Satan's empire, the latter
being destroyed, its subjects will become His subjects; and
those that faithfully submit themselves to the Vicegerent
that He will put over them in the Millennium will gain the
favor of being everlastingly under His kingship, while all
others who reject such a benign rulership, will be
destroyed, all evil conditions being likewise with them
destroyed. The result will be that all beings worthy of
existence in heaven and on earth will in everlasting
innocence, righteousness and blessedness acclaim Him in a
universal hallelujah chorus of peerless harmony and
sweetness, singing, "Blessing and honor and glory and
power be unto Him that sitteth on the throne" of the
Universe (Rev. 5: 13). And in the securing of this glorious
result His kingliness will play a very large and important
role. Surely Jehovah, our King, in His kingliness is worthy
of our supreme devotion as subjects of His benign and
beneficent reign. Blessed is the people whose King Jehovah
is!

With this we will conclude our study of the lower
primary graces of God's character. In both their forms, the
selfish and the social, we have found them good, perfect,
appreciable and worthy of our imitation. Our God is from
every standpoint worthy of our love, praise, worship,
adoration, devotion and service. In the highest sense His
higher primary graces reflect credit on Him, and only in a
less degree do His lower primary graces honor Him. And as
we devoutly contemplate these, we are enabled to imitate
them and thus become transformed into His likeness. To
secure this end is one of the main reasons for these chapters
on God's graces of heart and mind.
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Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee:
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!

God in the Highest, blessed Majesty!

Holy, holy, holy! all Thy saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Which wert, and art and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power, in love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name in earth and sky
and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
Son of the Highest, blest eternally.



CHAPTER V.

THE SECONDARY GRACES OF GOD'S
CHARACTER.

DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY GRACES.
MODESTY. INDUSTRIOUSNESS. LONGSUFFERING. FORBEARANCE.
FORGIVENESS. COURAGE. CANDOR. LIBERALITY.

IN THE preceding three chapters we have been studying
God's attributes. In the second we discussed fourteen of His
attributes of being, and in the third and fourth chapters we
treated on the elements and the primary attributes of God's
character. We learned that a primary attribute of character
is a quality expressed by the direct activity of an affection-
organ, e.g., faith, a higher primary grace, is the quality
exercised by the direct activity of the affection-organ called
spirituality; and peace, a lower primary grace, is the quality
exercised by the direct activity of the affection-organ called
rest. Secondary graces do not have affection-organs which,
by exercising themselves directly, express such graces.
Rather, these act through the higher graces, laying hold on
the lower affection-organs and suppressing their efforts to
control us, e.g., if self-esteem is permitted to control us, we
will be exercising pride, arrogance, self-exaltation, etc.,
which are disgraces, not graces; but if the higher primary
graces—faith, hope, self-control, patience, piety, brotherly
love and charity—Ilay hold of and suppress self-esteem's
efforts to control us, the result will be the expression of the
quality, humility, a secondary grace. This illustration
shows: (1) that humility does not exercise itself through the
direct activity of the affection-organ of self-esteem, nor
through the direct activity of any other affection-organ, as
the quality expression of that organ; but (2) that it results
from certain graces suppressing the efforts of the lower
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affection-organ of self-esteem to control us; and (3) that the
secondary graces sustain a negative relation to the lower
affection-organs, arising as they do from higher primary
graces suppressing the efforts of the lower affection-organs
to control us. Thus the suppression of the affection-organ of
love for rest from controlling us develops industriousness,
of the affection-organ of combativeness from controlling us
develops longsuffering, of the affection-organ of
destructiveness from controlling us develops forbearance
and forgiveness, and so with the other lower affection-
organs. It is this suppressive feature connected with the
expressions of the secondary graces that prompt some to
speak of them, not as secondary, but as negative or passive
graces.

Not only do the secondary graces have no affection-
organs that are their direct agencies of expression, and not
only are they derived, or dependent graces, but they are
dependent graces from another standpoint. They cannot be
permitted to control, but must act or not act as the higher
primary graces dictate, if their action or non-action be
proper; for if one should allow a secondary grace to control
in what the higher primary grace demands that it should not
act, wrong would result, e.g., the husband and father who
longsufferingly permits his wife and children to disregard
his headship in the family to the displacement of him as the
family's head and to the consequent moral injury of the
wife and children, allows longsuffering to act controllingly
in a situation where the higher primary graces forbid such
action. And such exercise of longsuffering is wrong—it has
ceased to be a virtue, and has become a fault. What such a
situation requires is the suppression of such longsuffering
by the higher primary graces laying hold on combativeness
or destructiveness and using it as a servant of righteousness
in making the husband's and father's headship in the' family
to be respected by the
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recalcitrant wife and children. But while so doing he must
not permit combativeness or destructiveness to control, but
by the higher primary graces must exercise such control
over combativeness or destructiveness as will permit the
longsuffering necessary to make certain allowances for the
weaknesses of the wife and children, so that proper
conditions may be re-established as gently and peaceably as
can be done compatibly with its re-establishment. The same
principle, whose activity we have just illustrated in the case
of longsuffering, applies to all the other secondary graces—
they are not masters, nor equals, but servants of the higher
primary graces.

The Scriptures, ascribing to God the secondary graces,
prove that He has them. Many of them are expressly by
name ascribed to Him in the Bible, and the others are
implied there, as being in Him. Thus the Bible teaches that
God has humility, modesty, industriousness, longsuffering,
forbearance, forgiveness, bravery, candor, liberality,
temperance, (symbolic) chastity, impartiality, etc. We will
not discuss all of these in this article; but will take up most
of them for consideration. While describing self-esteem as
one of God's lower primary graces, we sufficiently
discussed God's humility for the purposes of this chapter,
and will therefore now pass it by and take up another as the
first secondary grace for our study, the grace of modesty.

By modesty we understand the quality whereby one
exercises reticence, and instead of feeling over-sensitive at
reproach  and unpopularity, conducts  himself
unostentatiously and unabashedly before others. This
definition shows the negative relation of modesty to
approbativeness, and this proves the correctness of the
definition; for proper modesty results from the higher
primary graces suppressing the efforts of approbativeness
to control. Approbativeness desires the good opinion of
others, and when this
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can be exercised in harmony with the higher primary
graces, it is proper, and is thus a lower primary grace. But
if it were allowed to control these higher primary graces,
instead of being controlled by them, it would feel over-
sensitive and too deeply hurt in feeling—touchy—when
such good opinion is withheld, or when criticism and
unpopularity arise; or to prevent such unpopularity or over-
sensitiveness it would compromise principle; as also, if it
were allowed to control these graces instead of being
controlled by them, it would, to win others' approval, seek
to show off in more or less affectation, ostentatiousness and
vanity. Thus its rulership to the setting aside of the
rulership of the higher primary graces, results in the
disgraces of touchiness, ostentatiousness and vanity. But
the suppression of its efforts to control by the higher
primary graces produces the secondary grace of modesty,
which remains unabashed amid criticism and unpopularity,
unspoiled and simple amid praise, and properly reticent
before others at all times. God has this quality in perfection.

God has been much misrepresented and criticized and
has been more or less unpopular. Those who represent Him
as cruel, through the teaching of eternal torment, the
consciousness of the dead and the absolute predestination
of some angels and the human family to sin and death, the
absolute reprobation of the non-elect to eternal torment and
the damnation of infants, idiots and unenlightened heathen
to eternal torment, certainly misrepresent Him and give
Him a bad reputation among many of our race. Those who
represent Him as non-existent, or as an impersonal force, as
nature, or as weak, unwise, unjust and loveless, certainly
misrepresent Him and give Him a bad name among those
whom they can convince. Those who blame Him for their
lot in life, their troubles and misfortunes, or who are full of
murmuring and complaint, certainly criticize Him. And
who will deny
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that such misrepresentations and criticisms have not made
Him unpopular among many? In many cases they have led
people to despise and dishonor Him and to bring Him into
scorn, ridicule, mockery and execration. For over six
thousand years He has been thus reproached, but amid such
reproaches and unpopularity He has remained modest. He
has not allowed Himself to feel over-sensitive about this
evil treatment. Touchiness has not characterized Him amid
such experiences. We do not say that He has not felt these
criticisms, misrepresentations and infamies; for God
certainly has the quality of approbativeness whereby He
desires the good opinion of others; but His not having
gotten it has not hurt His feelings overmuch. Never has He
stooped to compromising His principles to gain the good
opinion of His creatures. He has ever remained loyal to His
principles and course, however unpopular they have been;
and they certainly have been such among the heathen and
among His nominal people. He has been content to be
misunderstood and misrepresented and to suffer the
consequent unpopularity, since the principles of wisdom,
justice, love and power called upon Him to undergo these.
So He has maintained modesty in its reticence and
unabashedness.

Nor has He allowed the facts, that He desires the esteem
of His creatures, and that He has received it from the better
of these, to make Him put on affectation and
ostentatiousness and feel vain. He knows that the good
angels hold Him in the highest esteem. He also knows that
the faithful among men regard Him highly. But to get this
He has not put on affectation and ostentatiousness. Nor
does the fact that He receives this make Him vain and
pompous. He receives it, because He knows that it is in the
best interests of those who give it, and He rejoices with
them in the blessing they receive by giving it to Him. Thus
He, from this standpoint, exercises a glorious
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modesty in unostentatiousness. Therefore, by remaining
unabashed and uncorrupted amid misrepresentations,
despisings and unpopularity, by remaining unaffected and
unostentatious amid His desire to receive the approval of
His creatures and by keeping free from vanity while getting
the latter's approval, He shows a most noble exercise of the
quality of modesty, which is kept active by the graces of
wisdom, justice, love and power, perfectly controlling His
desire for the approval of others. And in this He gives us an
example most worthy of our appreciation and imitation.

Certainly, if God were over-sensitive, He would have
been having an exceedingly disagreeable time from His
experiences with misrepresentations, criticisms and
unpopularity. And if there were anything of vanity and
ostentatiousness in Him He would have elaborated systems
of ceremonies and successions of spectacles revolving
about Him as a center in such a way as to give
ostentatiousness and vanity full play. Instead, we find Him
to be modesty itself. Where is the elaborate ritual directing
every motion, word, tone and look connected with an
approach to Him? On the contrary, in modesty and
simplicity He is pleased with those who worship Him in
spirit and in truth, regardless of forms, ceremonies, rituals,
rites, etc. God's modesty and simplicity enable Him to
dispense with these and with elaborate temples where they
are in vogue, and to dwell with the poor and contrite in
spirit, full of reverence for His Person, Character, Plan and
Work, and to make them, however despised by man, His
temple, in which holy qualities offer the sacrifice and the
incense.

The next of God's secondary graces that we would
consider is His industriousness. This quality, being a
secondary grace, must result from the higher primary grace
suppressing the controlling activity of some lower
affection-organ. The affection-organ here concerned in the
suppression of its control is
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love for ease. This affection-organ properly exercised in its
activities by Divine wisdom, justice, love and power,
manifests itself in restfulness and peace in God. And the
suppression of its controllership produces industriousness.
The disgrace that we would develop, if we allowed the love
of ease to control us, is laziness. There is no laziness in
God; on the contrary, its opposite is in Him—
industriousness, and that because His wisdom, justice, love
and power, suppress the controllership of His love for ease.
God is very active. Great was His industriousness in
planning for, in assembling the materials, and in doing the
work of creation, which includes every law, force, sun,
planet, etc., of the universe, as well as the created beings
therein. And this vast universe is the sphere of His
providential work, whereby He preserves, supports and
governs all things therein. Some of His activities have spent
themselves in making the Divine Plan of the Ages. In the
outworking of this plan, He performed the work of
emptying the Logos of His prehuman nature, honor and
work, and of making Him a perfect human being, whereby
He might become God's agent in the work of redemption.
In the carrying out of that work He recreated Him to
another plane of being—the Divine—while sacrificing His
human nature for mankind.

And God's activities have also embraced the Church. He
has by Christ taught the Church, as due, the Truth that
shines for them on the height, depth, length and breadth of
the Divine person, character, plan and works. He likewise
effected as one of His works the justification of believers,
and working on them by His Word and providence He
brought them to consecration and spirit-begettal in the time
for that work. Further activities of His have enabled His
past Faithful and are now enabling His present Faithful to
lay down their humanity sacrificially for His Plan, while
His industriousness has throughout the Gospel Age
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been recreating them as new creatures for the Divine
nature. Similarly, He is working on the Great Company to
prepare them for a change of nature; and He is working on
the Youthful Worthies, in the same general manner as He
wrought on the Ancient Worthies, to make them perfect
human beings on earth for the Millennium. He will finish
such creative work for these four elect classes in the
beginning of the Millennium by bringing them to perfect
existence on their three planes of being; and at the end of
the Millennium, so far as the Ancient and Youthful
Worthies are concerned, He will add the finishing touches
of His creative work on them by raising them to spirit
existence. Much and constant and varied work must be
done on these four elect classes to fit them for their final
planes of being, millennially and post-millennially.

But this is not all, so far as God's plan respecting man is
concerned. There is a larger, though less exalted, feature of
it as respects the non-elect. Creatively He is permitting evil
to afflict them, so as to teach them by experience the
terrible nature and fearful effects of sin. To bring this
experience about, He timed man's creation so as to bring a
sufficient number of humans into existence while the earth
is in a condition unprepared to support perfect life, and this
insures the experience with evil for the fallen race. But this
is only a preparatory step to a greater one—the experience
with righteousness, amid which man will undergo a
regeneration unto perfection, for which experience with
righteousness the earth will be prepared unto perfection.
These two experiences are but the two features of a creative
process as respects mankind, whereby a perfect race will be
brought into existence, illustrating the reign of moral law
forever; while those who will refuse to use such a creative
process in harmony with this reign of moral law will be
destroyed forever. A similar activity marks God as respects
those of the angels who have fallen into
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sin. Thus we see that He has been active and will continue
to a completion His activity as respects His plan for man
and angels. The making and executing of this plan
demonstrates God's industriousness.

The Scriptures indicate further fields of God's activities,
so far as the creation and preservation of other beings not
yet created are concerned. In telling us that in the Ages to
come God will show forth the exceeding riches of His
kindness in and by the Elect, in speaking of them as Heirs
of God and Joint-heirs with Christ as respects the universe,
and in speaking of their kingdom increasing without end,
the Bible implies that in the Ages to come they will
develop their inheritance. This implies not only the
perfecting of the various worlds about us, but the bringing
into existence of various orders of beings as their
inhabitants and fitting them through their remaining in
harmony with moral law for eternal existence. Thus a
separate plan or feature of a plan will be for each distinct
order of beings, and the making of such plans, as well as
the carrying out of them, will be manifestations of God's
industriousness. His love of rest will be suppressed from
controllership, and as a result His industriousness will be
active through the controllership of His love of ease by His
higher graces.

The character of God's works is seen in the following
passages: Gen. 1: 10, 18, 21, 25; Deut. 32: 4; Ps. 26: 7; 33:
4; 40: 5; 66: 3; 86: 8; 92: 4; 111: 2, 4, 6; Eccles. 3: 11, 14.
His creative works are treated on in the following passages:
Gen. 1: 1-31; 2: 1-4, 7; Neh. 9: 6; Job 9: 8, 9; 12: 7-9; 28:
23-26; 37: 16, 18; 38: 4-38; Ps. 104: 2, 3, 5, 6, 24, 30. His
works of providence are described in the following
passages: Gen. 1: 29, 30; 8: 22; 49: 24, 25; Lev. 25: 20-22;
26 4-6, 10; Deut. 7: 13-15; 32: 11-14; Job 5: 6-11; Matt. 5:
45; 6: 26, 30-33; Rom. 8: 28. The following passages show
His redemptive work: John 3: 16, 17; Rom. 8: 32; 2 Cor. 5:
18; 1 Tim. 4:10; 2 Tim. 1: 9;
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Tit. 2: 10; 1 John 4: 9, 10. The following passages set forth
His teaching work: Is. 55: 13; Dan. 2: 20-22, 28; John 8:
26, 28; 12: 49, 50; 14: 10, 24; 15: 15; 17: 18, 26. The
following passages treat of His justifying work: Rom. 3:
21-30; 4: 5-25; 8: 30-33; 1 Cor. 1: 30; 6: 11; Gal. 3: 8; Tit.
3: 7. The following passages treat of His sanctifying work:
John 17: 17; Acts 26: 17; Rom. 6: 1-11; 15: 16; 1 Cor. 1: 2,
30; Eph. 1: 3, 4; Col. 2: 11, 12; 1 Thes. 4: 3, 4; 5: 23; 2
Thes. 2: 13; 2 Tim. 2: 11, 12, 21; Heb. 2: 11; 1 Pet. 1: 2;
Jude 1. The following passages show that He delivers:
Matt. 6: 13; 1 Cor. 1: 30; 2 Cor. 1: 10; 12: 8, 9; Gal. 1: 4;
Col. 1: 13; 2 Tim. 3: 11; 4: 17, 18; 2 Pet. 2: 9. Thus we see
that the Bible teaches that God is active—industrious.

Longsuffering is the third of God's secondary graces that
we will study. The word is almost self-explanatory. If
asked for a definition of it, we might suggest the following:
Longsuffering is a calm and unresentful carriage of oneself
amid naturally exasperating conditions. It characterizes
both the internal feelings and the external acts. It exercises
itself amid untoward and disagreeable conditions. These
conditions naturally are oppositional or exasperating to
their subjects. The average man amid them loses his temper
and becomes angry, because they provoke his resentment.
This fact shows that one's combativeness has been aroused
by these oppositional or exasperating conditions to the
resenting of them in anger and displeasure. Hence
longsuffering bears a relation to combativeness. This
relation is not that longsuffering is an expression of
combativeness, for it is not. None of the secondary graces
has an affection-organ for its expression. Longsuffering is,
generally speaking, the opposite of combativeness; and it
results, when properly exercised, from the higher primary
graces suppressing the controllership of combativeness.
When people say or do things that tend to
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arouse our opposition in combativeness, i.e., to arouse our
anger and displeasure, and we by faith, hope, self-control,
patience, piety, brotherly love or charity, suppress the
efforts of such anger to control us, we exercise
longsuffering. It is one of the most passive of graces; and in
a strong character it is one of the hardest to exercise. Indeed
in a strong character it implies the presence of large balance
of character.

God has this quality in richest measure. God's position
as the supreme and absolute Ruler and the presence of sin
among men and some angels, furnish the conditions that
contain very many elements tending to exasperation in
God. The ingratitude of men and demons toward God is
one of these conditions. The fact that they fell into sin,
though created perfect and averse to sin, is another of these.
The substitution of other beings and things in His place as
the supreme thing in their affections is another of these.
The blasphemies of which they have been guilty in
ascribing to Him characteristics, plans and works that are
foreign to Him, in denying Him such characteristics, plans
and works as are His, in ascribing to others such
characteristics, plans and works as are exclusively His, and
in speaking irreverently of Him, furnish another set of
conditions tending to exasperation. Another of these is the
unbelief that denies His existence or personality, that limits
the scope of His interests and activities, that rejects His
revelation and plan, that distrusts His character, word and
works, and that trusts persons or things other than Him in
matters wherein they should trust Him. Another of these is
the insubordination of subjects to higher powers in family,
state, school, business, etc. Another of these is demoniacal
and human unkindness to fellows, expressing itself in
minor forms of unkindness, increasingly so in its worse
forms and culminatingly so in the worst form—of taking
life. Another of these is the violation of solemn vows made
to God,
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or to man in general, or to husband and wife in particular.
Still another of these is the violation of the property rights
of others, increasingly from petty objects to empires.
Another of these is the violation of veracity, with respect to
self or others, gradually descending from "white lies" to the
worst forms of misrepresentation and perjury. Another of
these is the greediness that seeks, regardless of others'
rights, to possess oneself of what is others' at the latters'
loss. And what shall we say more? For sin's ramifications
are almost limitless, and every one of them is an affront to
God, being, as they are, acts of rebellion against His
authority and law. Yet, amid these conditions, how
longsuffering God has been!

Many are the Scriptures treating of His longsuffering.
He allowed antediluvian wickedness a long time before He
set the limit of it 120 years further on, by a flood (Gen. 6:
3). He restrained for hundreds of years His anger against
the Amorites, letting them fill up their iniquity before
manifesting it (Gen. 15: 16). To Moses the Lord declared
Himself longsuffering as respects sinners (Ex. 34: 6; Num.
14: 18). The Psalmist in highest poetic flights praises God's
longsuffering (Ps. 86: 15; 103: 8-10). Isaiah takes up the
strain and carries it to a high pitch (Is. 30: 18; 48: 9, 11).
How pathetically God's longsuffering with Israel is
described by Jeremiah as: "rising up early and speaking,
but ye heard [heeded] not,” and as: sending them the
prophets, "daily rising up early and sending them" (Jer. 7:
13, 23-25). Ezekiel tells the same story (Ezek. 20: 17). Joel
extols it as a reason for Israel's repentance (Joel 2: 13).
Habakkuk shows that God is longsuffering with those who
oppress His people and servants (Hab. 1. 2-4). Jesus
declares that it was due to God's longsuffering that God
permitted more than one ground for divorce in the Old
Testament (Matt. 19: 8). God's longsuffering is
parabolically set forth in Matt. 21: 33-41. Most
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eloquently and pathetically is God's longsuffering with
Jerusalem and Israel set forth in Matt. 23: 37, even to
attempting to gather them as a hen gathers her chickens
under her wings. Still in another parable, that of the barren
fig tree, is the Lord's longsuffering set forth by Jesus (Luke
13: 6-9). St. Paul tells of God's Old Testament
longsuffering with the nations (Acts 16: 16; 17: 30). Such
longsuffering has shown itself even to those who have
despised it and other noble qualities in God (Rom. 2: 4). It
was exercised toward people in their past sins in view of
the sacrifice of Christ (Rom. 3: 25). It also has
characterized God in His dealings with those fitted for
wrath and those fitted for mercy (Rom. 9: 22, 23). St. Peter
calls special attention to it as it was exercised in the days of
Noah before the flood (1 Pet. 3: 20). He also shows that its
exercise is a reason for our hoping for salvation (2 Pet. 3: 9,
15). Even with the wicked papal church, as antitypical
Jezebel (Rev. 2: 21), did God exercise longsuffering, giving
her space to repent, as He has also done with Protestant
sectarianism since the Reformation.

And does not history corroborate the teachings of these
Scriptures as to God's longsuffering? The 6,000 years of
the reign of evil mightily prove God's longsuffering. The
iniquity of the antediluvians, of Sodom and the other cities
of the plain attests it. Egypt's oppression of Israel and the
gradual increase in the severity of the plagues testify to it.
Israel's wilderness experience is replete with examples of it.
The fearful and long-drawn-out iniquities of the seven
nations of Canaan demonstrate it. The many and long
oppressions of the Israelites by various nations in the
period of the judges declare it. God's dealings with the
Israelites desiring a king and the headiness of Saul, their
first king, manifest it. How many occasions for its exercise
were furnished by the wayward and checkered course of
the Israelites under their
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kings! How great was the longsuffering of God toward the
Gentile nations in their 2520 years of treading down Israel,
as it has also been amid the great wrongs that the Gentile
nations have wrought upon one another in "nation rising
against nation and kingdom against kingdom" in disregard
of right!

But the greatest sphere in the exercise of God's
longsuffering has been evidenced in His quietly permitting
the injustice done by the nominal people of God against the
real people of God. It was one of the hardest tests of God's
longsuffering for Him to stand still at the mistreatment that
His Son Jesus received from Israel. But this was not all; for
during nearly forty years longer He quietly allowed the
mistreatment that His Jewish Harvest people had to
undergo from Jews and Gentiles. Mark His great
longsuffering with the Roman Empire during its nearly
three centuries' cruel persecution of the early Church. Even
greater was His longsuffering that unresentfully stood the
many more centuries' pressure on, and oppression of His
people by Antichrist—the papacy. For Him to hear their
wrongs crying out for vindication and yet waiting until the
last one of them was put on the altar for sacrificial death in
1914 before His vengeance began to strike their oppressors
(Rev. 6: 9-11) is a most marvelous piece of longsuffering.
Let us not forget that God loves His faithful people as His
dearest treasure. This treasure He could have permitted
seeing so grossly mistreated without striking down their
injurers, only by the exercise of the greatest longsuffering.
His over 6,000 years' quiet carrying of Himself amid the
oppositions of Satan and His nearly 4,500 years' quiet
carrying of Himself amid the other fallen angels'
opposition, will forever stand as the supreme example of
longsuffering, containing as it does all forms of
exasperating circumstances.

And to each one of us individually is God's
longsuffering a matter of great moment. As all of us
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look over our past life we note many a wrong, many a slip,
many an omission, many a failure and many a lack, to
remain quiet under which called upon God to exercise
longsuffering with us. Some of us became His early in life,
but have not profited as we should have done and have in
some cases Yielded almost no fruit. Some of us have
perhaps spent the larger part of our life in the service of sin,
error, selfishness and worldliness, and the little that we
have had left to give Him, compared with the much that we
have wasted, seems almost negligible. Yet He has been
kind and longsuffering toward us, waiting long and
lovingly for us to respond to His drawings. Our best efforts
are but lame and halt when measured by the rule of
perfection. And it certainly takes longsuffering to count
them perfect as He does in the merit of our Lord and
Savior. If He should give up being longsuffering with us,
our case would be helpless and hopeless. But He never
does, as long as our hearts remain right with Him. And it is
this glorious quality manifesting itself so unweariedly
toward us that St. Peter encourages us to account as
salvation (2 Pet. 3: 9, 15), because through its exercise we
can gradually be developed unto salvation by grace Divine.
Let us therefore laud and magnify God in His
longsuffering, and let us allow it to work mightily in us
such a spirit of gratitude and appreciation as will impel us
to be more faithful and energetic to honor Him and to yield
Him more fruit.

God's longsuffering, being a secondary grace, cannot be
permitted by Him to control Him; for only the higher
primary graces have the office of such control. He therefore
keeps His longsuffering in perfect control. Hence at times
He keeps it in abeyance, suspending its activity. This He
does whenever the considerations of wisdom, justice, love
and power call for it. Hence we read in the Scriptures of
His being angry on certain occasions. This does not mean
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that He loses self-control and surrenders Himself to the
control of anger. Rather, it implies that He is displeased and
in His displeasure in perfect self-possession He proceeds to
enforce the requirements of wisdom, justice, love and
power, through the exercise of His combativeness. We are
not to think of God as being a putty-like character, who
good-naturedly will accept every evil course with
complacency. On the contrary, He exercises longsuffering
only when it will work out some purpose of His wisdom,
justice, love and power. But if such a purpose cannot be
thereby effected and, on the contrary, if such a purpose
would be negatived by longsuffering, He immediately
suspends its activity and sets into exercise another quality
that will effect such a purpose, because under such
circumstances longsuffering ceases to be a virtue—it
becomes the reverse. Therefore, we read in the Scriptures
of God ceasing to deal longsufferingly and of His taking
the aggressive in punishing those whom further
longsuffering would injure and whom punishment would
advantage or whose punishment would prevent
disadvantage to others. Accordingly, whether God will
exercise or abstain from exercising longsuffering depends
on the demands of wisdom, justice, love and power in each
given case. This is proper and shows that God is ruled by
principle and not by passion. As such He is all the more
adorable, appreciable and imitable.

Therefore we find in the Scriptures many examples of
God's ceasing to exercise longsuffering. When the
antediluvians fully rejected Noah's Divinely given warning,
God caused the flood to overthrow the wicked. It was only
after the culmination of the sins of Sodom in their ungodly
attempt on the two angels that Divine longsuffering ceased
and the cities of the plains were given over to destruction. It
was only after the unholy sexual excesses of the inhabitants
of Canaan threatened to make syphilitic the then known
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world that God commissioned Israel to extirpate them. It
was due to Pharaoh's and Egypt's sins reaching their double
climax that God inflicted death on the firstborn and on the
Egyptian host. The same principle is seen as having
operated in the history of Midian, Moab, Ammon, Philistia,
Phoenicia, Syria, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece,
Judea, Rome and in the ten-languaged nations into which
Rome disintegrated. This principle was notably manifest in
the World War as the first great feature of the great
tribulation, through which, in its revolutionary and
anarchistic phases, with accompanying famines and
pestilences, not only will every nation as now constituted
be destroyed, but also Satan's Empire will go down into
irretrievable ruin. And in this supreme catastrophe of all
history God's longsuffering with organized evil will have
ended for ever, except for a little while after the
Millennium it will be allowed a brief opportunity of
asserting itself for a final test of the regenerated race.
Thereafter iniquity will never be suffered again to open its
mouth (Ps. 107: 42); and thereafter there shall be no more
sin (1 Cor. 15: 24-26, 54-57); for God's longsuffering
toward sin and sinners will forever have ceased, because
wisdom, justice, love and power will have then decreed that
longsuffering with them will no more be a virtue.

But doubtless God's longsuffering will thereafter find
other spheres for its activities; yet in such spheres it will
not be sin nor sinners that will call it forth; for they will be
no more. Nor does the Bible reveal what these conditions
will be, further than giving hints along lines of new
creations, which, of course, without sin, will be at first
immature and without crystallized character. And, mindful
of the fact that the things not revealed do not belong to us,
but to the Lord, we do well not to speculate on what and
how those conditions will be, contenting ourselves with the
knowledge that they will be sinless, even though
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temporarily immature, so far as the newly-created moral
agents of those times are concerned. But what He has so
graciously revealed to us of His longsuffering greatly
enhances Him in our appreciation and veneration. Truly
Jehovah is good and worthy of infinitely more than we are
able to give Him; but let us out of devotion to, and
appreciation of Him be wholly and always His for His
praise, glory and honor.

God's forbearance is the next of God's secondary
attributes of character that we will study. This attribute and
longsuffering are to the average mind the same, but there
are differences between them, which the Bible indicates by
using them co-ordinately with one another and other
qualities (Rom. 2: 4; Col. 2: 12, 13). In the first place they
differ as to the affection-organs whose control—
suppression by the higher primary graces—produces them.
When the higher primary graces suppress the efforts of
combativeness to control us, longsuffering results; but
when these same graces suppress the efforts of
destructiveness to control us, forbearance results.
Longsuffering is the opposite of anger, while forbearance is
the opposite of rage. Longsuffering excludes resentfulness;
forbearance excludes vindictiveness. Longsuffering is
exercised amid exasperating circumstances; forbearance
amid enraging circumstances. Longsuffering makes one
quiet; forbearance makes one mild. We are now by these
contrasts prepared to see the difference between them in a
definition of each, given one after the other: Longsuffering
is a quiet and unresentful carriage of oneself amid naturally
exasperating circumstances; forbearance is a mild and
unvindictive carriage of oneself amid naturally enraging
circumstances. In God this implies that He, by His wisdom,
justice, love and power, amid naturally enraging,
circumstances  suppresses  the  controllership  of
destructiveness.
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Varied are the circumstances conducive to wrath or rage.
Those that inflict real or supposed wrong on one naturally
tend to arouse his wrath. Frequently oppositional tactics on
the part of others have the same tendency. Then, the
observation of these things exercised against persons,
principles or things of more or less interest to us, naturally
prompts to the exercise of the same quality. Wrongs are
continually done to God. His person is wronged by
practical and theoretical atheism, agnosticism, pantheism,
materialism and polytheism, as well as by the ascription to
others of things exclusively belonging to His person or of
His exclusive qualities to others or by denying to Him
qualities that are His. His character is wronged by refusal to
ascribe to it the qualities that belong to it, by ascribing to it
qualities that do not belong to it and by ascribing to others
qualities that belong exclusively to it. God is further
wronged when His Word is perverted by false translation,
by misrepresenting its actual teachings and by ascribing to
it teachings that it does not contain. Under this head come
all the false teachings of infidelism, heathendom,
Mohammedanism, Jewry and Christendom on faith,
practice and organization. Chiefly this has been done by the
doctrines that make God the cause of sin, the doctrines of
man's immortality, of the consciousness of the dead, of
eternal torment and of the consubstantiality, co-equality
and co-eternity of any other being or thing with God. Sin in
devils and humans has furnished innumerable
circumstances greatly tending to wrath in God.
Nevertheless, He has restrained His wrath until it became
wrong longer to do so. And whenever He expresses His
wrath at the demand of justice, it is always tempered by
being controlled as a servant of His wisdom, justice, love
and power. He never allows it to control Him. He always
controls it, making it His servant and not His master. Thus
He always uses it aright.
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When we consider the many wrath-tending
circumstances amid which God has found Himself, we
stand astounded at His forbearance. Never has any other
being, not even our Lord, been so wronged in Himself or in
the persons, principles and things in which he has been
interested, as our Heavenly Father. When we consider the
manifold benefits with which He has blessed His creatures
and then realize how many of these have proven ungrateful,
rebellious and malicious toward Him from whom they
received nothing but good, we gain a slight idea of the
many and varied circumstances of Jehovah's life naturally
tending to arouse wrath. A few examples of these will show
the matter in its true light. Satan's course is pre-eminently
the example of wrath-tending circumstances. Created a
cherub, one of the highest, most powerful and most favored
of God's creatures, perhaps next in rank, power and favor to
our prehuman Lord, he failed to remain grateful and
appreciative toward his almighty Creator and Benefactor.
Not only so, but ingratitude, envy and covetousness filled
his heart against God. Plotting, he hatched a gigantic
conspiracy that had as its object the establishment of
himself as God's equal and rival and of a kingdom equal to
and rivalrous of God's. This conspiracy did not only
involve himself, but many of the angelic host and the whole
human family. To maintain his ambition he has stooped to
disobedience, rebellion, deception, murder,
misrepresentation, counterfeit, blasphemy, self-exaltation,
idolatry, unbelief, exploitation, theft, perjury, slander,
degradation of self and others, persecution and every other
kind of wrong. Particularly has he with evil intent and
boundless stubbornness practiced these things in his efforts
to blacken God's person, character, word and works and to
thwart the execution of God's plan for the recovery of
fallen men and angels. The over six thousand years since
the start of Satan's rebellion have been
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daily and hourly filled by the above mentioned and
indicated wrongs on Satan's part. To bear with these things
has called for the greatest exhibition of forbearance from
God ever exemplified and perhaps ever to be exemplified.
We stand lost in wonder, love and praise when we consider
it. How truly sublime and beautiful is this attribute in God's
character, as it has been expressed toward Satan's person,
character, plans and works during these over 6,000 years!

Great, too, has been His forbearance toward the fallen
angels. After man's fall into sin, and before the flood, the
Lord gave the good angels charge of the human family.
Their efforts before the flood to reform sinful men failed,;
and in their bewilderment over their failure Satan, pointing
out that man's degeneracy was due to an evil heredity,
suggested that they use their power of creating human
bodies and of appearing in them as men, to propagate a
sinless race, by their imparting their sinless and perfect
powers to their offspring by women. Some of the angels
refused to do this as being unauthorized by God; but, alas,
others, so intent at stopping human degradation as not to
scrutinize carefully the methods recommended therefore,
fell in with Satan's suggestion and hence generated, not
perfect and sinless humans, but a hybrid giant race that
added to human sin (Gen. 6: 1-4). Too late, after sinning,
they found out that, like Mother Eve, they had been
deceived into sin by her deceiver. Their sin debarring them
from God's presence and leading to their confinement
within the atmosphere of this earth, they have been further
entrapped by Satan to become his associates in the
administration of his empire, and as a result have supported
him in the evils that he has committed against God and
men. Indeed, we have reason to believe that not a few of
them have gone so far in their opposition to truth and
righteousness as, like Satan, completely to have
undermined their
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characters so that they are proving incorrigible. Others of
these, sickened by their sin and its unhappy consequences,
seemingly are strenuously seeking to regain their former
rectitude. For these the Bible holds out hope of a
restoration to God's favor through the operation of the
Millennial judgment. But these seem, only after Christ
finished his work on earth, to have started to arise from the
pit of sin and the mire of iniquity. Accordingly, from at
least 120 years before the flood (Gen. 6: 1, 3, 4, 2) until
after Pentecost, a period of about 2,600 years, all of them
supported Satan and many of them have continued to do so
ever since. Well can we comprehend in a measure how
much of forbearance on God's part was called for by their
unholy course. But His forbearance was equal to the task of
giving Him all the mildness and unvindictiveness that their
wrongs against Him, and the persons, principles and things
in which He was interested, called for Him to exercise in
order to bring victory out of the chaos of sin and the curse.

So, too, has man's course toward God and the persons,
principles and things in which God has been interested,
called upon God to exercise forbearance in order to effect
His purpose with reference to man. Eve's deception called
for some exercise of forbearance on God's part; but Adam's
willfulness called for more; and this forbearance showed
itself, not in withholding the sentence that justice required
to be inflicted, but in the manner, method and purpose of its
infliction. The gradualness of its infliction shows God's
forbearance in its infliction. Permitting man to make the
best of his death-producing surroundings during its
infliction is another example of God's forbearance therein.
His educative purpose of teaching man by its infliction the
bad nature and fearful effects of sin, in order to bring about
his hatred and avoidance of sin, is still another evidence of
God's forbearance therein. Not only was the antediluvian
wickedness
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of mankind an example of God's long-suffering, it was
even more so an example of His forbearance. Then to have
forborne for 120 years the climacteric forms of antediluvian
transgression strikingly exemplifies God's forbearance. The
development of heathen religions after the flood, so
blasphemous as to God, so degrading as to man and so
harmful as to Truth, was another stage for the play of God's
forbearance toward man; for as the Apostle in Rom. 1
assures us, the introduction of such religions among
mankind was due to the increasing human depravity—a
thing taken advantage of by Satan as the occasion and the
means of their spread. How expressive of God's
forbearance with the Amorites is the statement that wrath
delayed to express itself, and that for nearly 500 years,
because their iniquity was not yet full (Gen. 15: 16)!

Certainly the wrongs committed against Jacob and
Joseph called for God to act forbearingly toward the
oppressors of His faithful servants. The over-a-century-
long oppression of Israel by the Egyptians and the formers'
groans and cries to their covenant God, bring to mind
another major example of God's forbearance. The manner,
the kinds and the occasions of the ten plagues in Egypt and
the circumstances of the overthrow of Pharaoh and his host
in the Red Sea, also strikingly illustrate Jehovah's
forbearance toward obstinate man. Israel's waywardness,
greediness, idolatry, discontent, murmursomeness,
disobedience, and unchastity, one and all furnished
occasions for the exercise of God's forbearance. Their
repeated apostasies during the period of the Judges and
Kings, their persecution of God's prophets, their espousing
of false religions, their unbelief as to God's covenant
protection, their prohibited association with heathen nations
and peoples and their increase in sin, one and all were very
forbearingly endured by God. And when the Lord did arise
and punish them, it was



226 God.

forbearingly done, and He was quickly moved to mildness
and non-vindictiveness toward them. His returning of them
from their many captivities to His favor, especially from
Babylon, were acts of forbearance. And greatly did He
forbear the corruption of real religion among them into an
external ceremonialism by the scribes and Pharisees. His
bearing with them for 1,845 years in spite of their many
wrath tending activities remarkably shows His forbearance.

One of the greatest exhibitions of forbearance on God's
part is His attitude amid the mistreatment that His Christ
class has received. The Christ class consists of Jesus and
His faithful followers. Of all God's creatures, these are the
closest to His heart. A mother may forget her sucking child,
but He never can forget these. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but His love for, and delight in these abide eternal,
unchangeable and unalloyed. Whoever touches these
touches the apple of His eye. We can form no adequate
conception of the height and depth, length and breadth of
God's love for these. But of all His creatures they have
been the most hated, despised and mistreated, and that
because of their loyalty to Him, His principles, His cause
and His people, and because of the enmity of those who are
out of harmony with the course that such loyalty makes
them take. When we see the baiting that Jesus endured for
over three years from the Jewish clergy and consider the
final harrowing experiences through which He passed
because of His loyalty and their consequent enmity, and
then remember how God felt toward Him, we can form a
faint idea of the forbearance of God, who could contain
Himself amid such scenes. The long-drawn-out, untoward
experiences through which Jesus' faithful followers have
passed because of their loyalty and because of the enmity
of God's and their foes, present us with another very
remarkable exhibition of God's forbearance. The
persecution of the Jewish Christians



The Secondary Graces of God's Character. 227

by their Israelitish brethren furnishes many examples of
God's forbearance. The ten pagan persecutions of the
Christians in the Roman Empire, coupled with the fiendish
tortures, blood-thirsty cruelties, prolonged agonies and
devilish revilings that Roman hardheartedness inflicted for
nearly three long centuries, furnished innumerable
occasions for vindictiveness on God's part; yet He was
forbearing throughout them, compatibly with perfecting
His saints amid suffering.

But the climax of human, yea, fiendish cruelty, was
reached in the papal persecutions of the saints, through
which the apostate Church of Rome spotted her garments
with the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus. As if
excommunication, outlawry, interdicts, curses, exile,
infamy, imprisonment and wars, were not enough of evil
with which to afflict them, Rome must needs institute the
Inquisition for their special torture. The following are some
of the things that the Inquisition, under sanction of
"infallible” popes, did to God's saints: scourged them,
stretched them on racks six to eight inches longer than their
natural sizes, disjointed their bones, broke their teeth with
hammers, cut out their tongues, sliced off their cheeks, cut
off their ears, lips and noses, gouged out their eyes, poured
melted lead into their empty eye sockets, into their ears and
down their throats, pulled out their nails with hot pincers,
cut off their fingers, toes, hands and feet, cut off the breasts
of women, ripped open pregnant women, tearing from them
their unborn infants, which they sometimes burned at the
stake with their prospective mothers, tortured with special
instruments the most sensitive parts of the human body,
skinned, boiled, roasted and burned them alive, forced
urine and glass-mixed excrement down their throats, broke
their arms by suddenly raising and letting them fall not
quite to the floor, with chains attached to pulleys in the
ceilings and fastened to their hands, which were back of
them and with heavy
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weights attached to their feet, forced them to submit to the
embraces of a machine called the "kissing virgin," which
was covered with horse-shoe nails and knife-blades, whose
points entered the bodies pressed against the machine, and
to a "crushing virgin," inside of which the victims were
similarly pierced while being crushed, applied to them
thumb screws and "Spanish boots™ made of iron, the former
crushing their thumbs at the nails and the latter, with their
iron wedges pounded by sledge hammers between the boots
and the legs very shortly reduced their feet and legs to the
knees to pulp, made them sit on the Spanish donkey, whose
sharp point entered the body, heavy weights being tied to
their hands and feet, impaled them, pulled their legs out by
tying their feet with long ropes to two horses which were
made to run at full speed in opposite directions, tied them
naked to fleet horses which dragged them until dead over
rocky fields, made them sit naked astride narrow straddles
with heavy weights attached to the arms and legs, cast them
off precipices upon spears below, where they hung until
dead, beheaded, dismembered, disemboweled, burned,
drowned, hanged them, buried them alive, tortured and
murdered their nearest relatives before their eyes, made
their children infamous, outlaws and exiles, etc., etc., etc.
These things were done, not for a day, a week, a month, a
year, a decade or a century, but for many centuries.

These are the main things the "Holy" Inquisition did
against them, but the papacy used other means: stirring up
kings and nations to war on them. Innocent 111, mightiest of
the popes, by the promise of a plenary indulgence raised a
crusade of 500,000 French, Italian and German soldiers
against the French Waldenses and Albigenses. These
devastated entire provinces, slaughtering at Beziers 60,000
men, women and children, at Lavaur, a slightly smaller
number, and in one day, after attending a morning mass,
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slaughtered 100,000 Albigenses, as well as laid waste the
fair province of Languedoc, the clergy publicly thanking
God for "this glorious victory" over the heretics. Charles V
and Philip 1l, at papal instigation, martyred 100,000
Protestants in the Netherlands alone. The French Kkings,
Francis, Henry, Charles and Louis XIV, at papal
instigation, fiendishly persecuted the Huguenots in France,
slaughtering them with great cruelty by the hundreds of
thousands and exiling over a million of them. Papacy
boasted over, struck a medal for, and made an approving
painting of, the massacres of "St. Bartholomew's" times,
when from 70,000 to 100,000 of them were treacherously
slain as a result of papal intrigue and duplicity. The papacy,
in order to exterminate the Protestants, stirred up the Thirty
Years War, one of the major curses of the human family.
The papacy stirred up the religious war of 1641 that
destroyed 154,000 Protestant men, women and children in
Ulster alone. The above are only the leading evils that
papacy brought upon God's saints in the way of violence.
Almost everywhere and always was it for more than a
thousand years seeking to root up and destroy the Faithful.
As to all of this God was able to bear and forbear. His
purpose of perfecting in character the Faithful like our
Lord, through suffering, for the high and responsible
offices of Kings and Priests for the world, kept Him in this
forbearing attitude. But even so, we stand astounded at the
strength of character that enabled Him to continue such
forbearance amid such, to Him, heart-touching scenes of
His children's sufferings.

Just one other sphere wherein God's forbearance has
greatly exercised itself—the sphere of Truth and right
principles. Jehovah is the God of all Truth and right
principle. He has been pleased to reveal to us His Truth and
its principles. These are calculated to free men from the
power of sin, error, selfishness and worldliness—the four
foundations of Satan's power



230 God.

and empire. Satan recognizes such to be the function of
God's Truth and its principles of righteousness, and therein
rightly recognizes them to be a menace to his purposes and
empire. Therefore he has set himself to the work of
suppressing them and their exponents. His efforts to
suppress the Truth and its principles have expressed
themselves especially in the ways: (1) of suppressing their
exponents, so that having no defenders they would perish
from men's minds; and (2) of counterfeiting them and
palming off these counterfeits, as the genuine, and thus also
seeking to make them perish from men's minds. In working
out his first purpose he brought the persecutions, tortures
and wars above-mentioned, against the exponents of Truth
and its principles, and in working out his second purpose he
sought to seduce from their loyalty the exponents of these,
and has succeeded more or less with all except the Faithful.
Through those thus seduced he palms off error for truth and
truth for error, right for wrong and wrong for right. This
accounts for the false religions in the world, particularly in
Christendom. Satan was one of the most attentive hearers
that Jesus and the Apostles had; and when from their
teachings he had learned the real plan of God, he worked
out a counterfeit for each of its features. Thus he perverted
every feature of God's plan and perverted the principles of
Christian life that it teaches. This counterfeit he palmed off
on the world through the measurably disloyal teachers of
God's Word, who, among others, are pictured forth by
Balaam, greedy for honor, power and wealth, and willing to
compromise Truth and righteousness to gain these. Satan
has used the very brightest minds that he could get to work
skillfully on his counterfeit and to make it appear the
genuine article. God's faithful servants, to the degree that
they perceived various features of the counterfeit as such,
set themselves in opposition to it and sought to vindicate as
against it the Truth



The Secondary Graces of God's Character. 231

and its principles which were counterfeited by it. This has
been carried on for centuries—yea, ever since Satan started
out to palm off his counterfeit in its various features. The
Faithful's fighting to gain or retain a footing for the Truth
and its principles is called the controversy of Zion in the
Scriptures (Is. 34: 8). Many a saint has worn himself out
unto death in this struggle. God was pleased in His
forbearance to allow them and the Truth and its principles
for which they contended to be crushed temporarily to the
earth and seemingly to suffer defeat. But their seeming
defeat was a real victory, because their faithfulness to death
qualified them for kingship and priesthood in the
Millennium, when under Christ they will crush the head of
him (Satan) who in this life bruised their heel—made it so
hard for them to walk the narrow way. But "Truth, crushed
to earth, will rise again,” and in this case has risen again
and is triumphantly holding the field against every
counterfeit of the true. But this treading down of Truth and
its principles has furnished God with untold circumstances
calling for Him to exercise forbearance. And with a
steadfast holding in His heart and mind of His purpose in
leaving His Faithful so hard a warfare to wage for Truth
and its principles, He has always exercised the requisite
amount of forbearance, and thus has revealed to us in His
acts, as well as in His Word, the marvels of His
forbearance.

But God is not forbearing under all circumstances. He
exercises this quality at the direction of wisdom, justice,
love and power; so, also, at their dictation, He refrains from
its exercise. This accounts for His many punishments of sin
and sinners. These are abundantly exemplified in the curse,
in the deluge, in the judgment upon the cities of the plain,
upon Egypt, upon the seven nations in Canaan and the
surrounding nations, and upon Israel, Assyria, Babylonia,
Persia, Greece, Rome and the nations into which the
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latter has disintegrated. We are now living in the Day of
Wrath, which began specifically with the World War, will
proceed through a world revolution and come to a climax in
world anarchy. This wrath will strike all nations,
particularly of Christendom, and in Christendom will
especially be poured out on papacy, ending in its eternal
ruin. In this wrath time, God has ceased to exercise His
former forbearance toward evil institutions. The purposes
of their permission having been about accomplished, their
downfall will be as a result and as an expression of God's
wrath, which will burn unto a completion. Thus we see His
wonderful forbearance when required by wisdom, justice,
love and power; and thus we see His wonderful forbearance
held in abeyance as required by these same qualities.
Praised be our God for all His works: for those of
forbearance and for those of wrath; for all of them are done
in wisdom, justice, love and power for the ultimate good of
all!

Forgiveness is the next secondary attribute of God's
character that we desire to study. By forgiveness we
understand the quality of heart and mind whereby one
ceases to cherish displeasure or resentment and to inflict
punishment for wrong done him and in their place puts
pleasure at and friendliness toward the offender and remits
any punishment that may be due for such wrong. According
to this definition, forgiveness consists of two elements: (1)
an internal active characteristic, and (2) an external act. It
presupposes that one has been wronged and that this wrong
has worked the displeasure and resentment of the wronged
person who, in some form or other, holds something
against the wrongdoer. The thing held against the latter is
punishment for the wrong. The punishment that he enforces
or seeks to enforce against the wrongdoer may be simply a
mental one, or it may be a verbal one, or it may be one
expressed, in act. The punishment may consist in the
negative withholding of some benefit or
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the positive infliction of some injury. Forgiveness acts
under such conditions. It puts aside the displeasure and
resentment held against the wrongdoer, takes on the
attitude of pleasure in, and friendliness toward him and
remits the negative or positive punishment due or thought
due for the wrong. In every real forgiveness the above
things will be found. Accordingly, when we say that God is
forgiving we thereby imply that, while He has been
wronged and such wrong displeases Him, arouses His
resentment and He punishes or arranges to punish the
wrongdoer, yet for certain reasons He ceases to cherish
displeasure and resentment at the wrongdoer and, on the
other hand, cherishes pleasure and friendliness toward him
and ceases to arrange for his punishment or desists from
inflicting it, or He would not forgive.

Certainly God has been greatly wronged. Sin is the form
that all such wrongs take. Sometimes these wrongs are
done Him directly and sometimes they are done indirectly.
Direct wrongs against God are done when He is refused the
place of supremacy in our dispositions, thoughts, motives,
words and acts, or when such supremacy is accorded others
with or apart from Him, especially so when these others are
inimical to Him. Again, God is directly wronged when His
person is denounced or traduced, His character is
misrepresented or detracted from, His plans are
disbelieved, misbelieved, misrepresented, corrupted or
vilified and His works are denounced, renounced,
misrepresented, resisted or vilified. So, too, is He directly
sinned against when He is disbelieved, despaired in, hated
and disobeyed. Frequently direct sin against God takes the
form of ingratitude, inappreciation and impiety, as they
may also be omissions of duty toward Him. Whoever does
any of these or kindred things directly sins against God.
Such things displease Him, arouse His resentment and lead
to the infliction of some just punishment. On the other
hand, God is indirectly sinned
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against when wrong is done to His creatures, especially
those of His creatures who become His sons and servants.
Dishonoring parents, civil rulers, teachers or, other
superiors is a sin against God, though indirect. So, too, to
hate or injure or Kkill one's neighbor, to violate his home, to
injure him in his property rights or reputation, or in any
unfair way to seek to divert anything of his from him, are
sins against God, none the less real by being indirect. The
reason for this is that God has given all certain rights and
demands of all respect for such rights, hence to violate
these is an attack on God's laws, ordinances and creatures,
and hence it arouses His displeasure, resentment and
consequent punishment against the wrongdoer.

Sometimes such punishment takes the form of God's
hiding Himself from the offender, whereby He makes him
feel His displeasure and resentment. Sometimes it takes the
form of depriving him of evidences of former favors, e.g.,
taking Truth, graces and opportunities of service from him,
taking physical blessings from him, like health, friends,
business, position, relatives, etc. Indeed, the entire curse is
an expression of punishment for sin, culminating in death.
It is seen in the driving of our first parents from Eden, in
Cain's vagabond life, in the flood, the confusing of tongues,
the scattering of the nations, the destruction of the cities of
the plain, the ten plagues on Egypt, the destruction of the
Egyptian host in the Red Sea, the plagues on, and the
wanderings of Israel in the wilderness, the destruction of
the seven nations of Canaan, the oppressions of Israel
during the periods of the judges and kings, Israel's various
calamities, captivities and dispersions among the nations,
the evils that persecutors endured, the afflictions of
sectarianism and the present troubles in the world
beginning with and resulting from the Word War. Yea, in
its very nature sin brings some kind of punishment upon the
sinner.
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God, as the Source, Expounder and Maintainer of
justice, must punish sin, as He must feel displeasure at, and
resentment toward it. His justice is unbending and therefore
exacting. But, blessed be His name, His love also operates
and has under the direction of wisdom made it possible in
harmony with justice to cease cherishing displeasure at,
resentment toward, and punishment for our sin. We are not
to think that God, as it were, ignores the dictates of justice
when He exercises forgiveness. This would make Him
unjust, which He is not. Rather He gives His justice full
sway while giving His love full sway and thus, without
violating His justice, He in love forgives. This brings us to
the most amazing expression of love ever so far manifested
and, so far as our knowledge goes, the most amazing
expression of love that ever will be manifested: God gave
up His own well-beloved and only begotten Son to meet the
sentence of His own law against sinners so that He might
remain just while forgiving them (Rom. 3: 24-26). And our
Lord Jesus in the loyalty of His heart was also equal to the
meeting of the situation by facing for us the demands of
justice for the world's sin, that He might thus redeem us
from the sentence of justice, and thus make it possible for
God's love to forgive us in harmony with His justice (Rom.
5: 6-11; 2 Cor. 5: 18-21). Herein we glory and hereby we
attain forgiveness (Rom. 4: 24-5: 1). Thus we see that God
does not become unjust while forgiving us. Having justly
sentenced the sinner, He could not forgive him unless the
sinner were made good for to God's justice. And God
Himself made the hard sacrifice—surrendering His Son
unto death for enemies—and Jesus willingly carried it out,
so that we might enjoy forgiveness from God for Christ's
sake.

To enjoy such forgiveness we have something to do. Not
that we can merit it; for being condemned to utter
bankruptcy we have nothing of worth, nor can
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have anything of worth that is not forfeited. All the merit is
our Lord's and all the grace is God's and Christ's. Yet, for
us fully to receive God's forgiveness, there are certain
conditions that we must fulfill. These are three: (1)
repentance toward God, (2) faith toward our Lord Jesus and
(3) consecration of ourselves to God fully. The first implies
that in addition to being sorry for sin, especially because it
displeases God, we hate and forsake it, seeking to make
amends to all concerned, and that we heartily love and
practice righteousness toward God and man. The second
implies that we distrust our own ability to commend
ourselves to God's approval and heartily trust and act upon
the trust that Jesus' righteousness makes up for all our lacks
and sins before God for our justification before God. The
third implies that we heartily give up self-will and world-
will and heartily accept God's will as ours. Those who so
have done during the Gospel Age have received fully and
actually God's forgiveness, i.e., God ceased to cherish
displeasure, resentment and punishment toward them and
cherished pleasure, friendliness and remission of
punishment toward them. Indeed, in a tentative way those
who fulfilled the first and second conditions for forgiveness
have during the Gospel Age enjoyed forgiveness from God.

God's purpose in forgiving sins is a manifold one. The
chief purpose is to bring about full reconciliation between
Himself and those who experience it. He desires to be
friendly toward and pleased with them; and He desires
them to be friendly toward and pleased with Him. Hence
He is glad to exercise His quality of forgiveness on all who
will respond to His conditions for forgiveness. Then, too,
He wishes to uplift the fallen, and exercising His forgiving
love is one of the most effective methods of making them
willing to receive His uplifting help. Further, He has
desired to draw the forgiven ones closer to Him along
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selective lines so that they might become fitted for life
eternal and in it be instrumental in helping others to come
to God in reconciliation. Indeed, this has been the main
practical purpose in God's exercising His Gospel-Age
forgiving spirit. And out of this purpose will be developed
three elect classes Who, together with the faithful of the
Old Testament, will be wonderfully used by Him as His
Millennial agents to help the rest of mankind to draw near
to God in reconciliation. Doubtless there is forgiveness
with God, that His name, character, may be revered. By
showing us His forgiving love, not only when we were first
justified, but all through our lives in the almost infinitude
of our lacks, faults, mistakes and sins, God has been
revealing to us a most merciful, kind, long-suffering,
forbearing, patient, self-controlling and generous
disposition; and when we contrast our many shortcomings
with His perfections and tireless forgiveness of our sins of
weakness and ignorance, the longer and more devoutly we
contemplate Him in these respects, the more do we grow in
reverence for Him—a reverence that expresses itself in
gratitude, praise, worship, adoration, honor, devotion and
service. And this, in turn, makes us more like God, more
responsive to Him and more helpful to our fellows. Another
of God's purposes in exercising forgiveness is to encourage
those not yet forgiven, but desirous of forgiveness, to seek
it by taking the necessary steps thereto. Then, too, He
exercises it so that when the world comes in the Millennial
Age to see its privileges, it will be encouraged the better to
profit from God's past dealings with His people in pre-
millennial times. Such forgiveness has also the purpose of
reflecting credit upon God and Christ and to make us all the
more hate sin and practice righteousness. Accordingly,
God's purposes in connection with forgiveness is not an
encouragement of sin, but the
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reverse—a most effectual discouragement to sin and an
encouragement to righteousness.

The qualities that characterize God's forgiveness are
worthy of our study. It is pitiful. God deeply feels for the
sinner in the misfortunes that immerse him. Man's
degradation, physical, mental, moral and religious, deeply
touches God's heart. God feels for him at his losses,
disappointments, lacks and pains, incidental to his sin. God
pities him because of sin's alienation of him from God.
God's sympathy is keen toward him because of the
sufferings that sin brings on him; and God pities him
because ultimately sin must accomplish his destruction.
Therefore pity certainly characterizes God's forgiveness.
Also God's forgiveness is characterized by His love. His
heart is full of good will, both the good will of justice and
the good will of charity, and these express themselves in
forgiveness. God loves the sinner himself, not for a profit
that God would make out of him for Himself, but because
He delights to bless him. He desires to see him get the
advantages that will accrue to him, if he receives God's
forgiveness. God desires him to enjoy the pleasures and
profits of reconciliation with God. God desires him to be
elevated, ennobled and hallowed, because this will profit
him intrinsically. Then, God desires him to become a
blessing in the ennoblement, elevation and hallowing of his
fellows. God ardently longs for him to make an everlasting
success of himself for himself and others. Therefore He
greatly desires to forgive him as an essential step for these
good things. Surely, His forgiveness is full of love.

Then, too, it is liberal. God does not have to be bribed
into it by our supposed good works. He does not have to be
constrained into it by physical, mental, moral or religious
force. He does not give it grudgingly, unwillingly,
upbraidingly and threateningly. He bestows it more freely
than the air that we
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breathe, more unctuously than the most gracious heart of
man can feel, more heartily than the most spontaneous
lover can favor his love, and more readily than the most
beneficent of benefactors can bestow his favors. His
forgiveness is full. He does not forgive the little
weaknesses and hold against us our large ones. He does not
forgive part of our forgivable sins and hold against us the
rest of them. He does not forgive our sins against man and
hold against us those against Him. He forgives all our sins.
He removes all of them as far from us as the East is from
the West. Be they ever so many or few, ever so large or
small, ever so gross or refined, ever so strong or weak, ever
so monstrous or trivial, He stands ready to forgive them all,
as He knew all about them and arranged to forgive them
long before we applied to Him for forgiveness.

His forgiveness is unchangeable. Some people forgive
for awhile and then become displeased, resentful and
injurious over the wrongs that they forgave, but not so
Jehovah. He forgives forever. He remembers the forgiven
sins and iniquities no more. Our lives after forgiveness are
a new copy book to Him, with none of its pages having any
imperfect and mistaken writing. He chides us not for the
sins of the past. He does not remind us of them. He treats
us as though they were never committed, and He does not
hold them to our disadvantage. Even in the case of those
who after becoming His forsake Him, He does not hold
against them the sins He forgave, but those only that they
impenitently love and practice afterwards. He forgives
graciously. He delights to forgive. His heart overflows with
joy at forgiving. The chief joy in heaven over one sinner
that repents, or over one erring child of God who turns
again to the Lord, is that which God's own heart feels. He
makes the one whom He forgives feel at least in a measure
the pleasure that God feels at His forgiveness
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of others. While to the impenitent God turns His back, to
the penitent He turns His face, beaming with a graciousness
that is indescribable and all pervasive. And, finally, His
forgiveness is costly—costly to Himself and to His Son. It
is not as though God has been at no pains to be able to
forgive. He made the supreme sacrifice, of which He, the
Infinite One, was capable, in order to be able to forgive—
He gave the most preciously loved possession that He
might be able to forgive, even His only begotten and well
beloved Son, and that, not for friends, but for enemies. O,
come, let us adore Him for His forgiving grace! Let us bow
down before Him and worship and praise Him who alone is
so supremely good as to merit more than any of His
creatures are able to give Him, when giving their best!

The Scriptures give us many testimonies as to God's
forgiving sins. When the Lord proclaimed a number of His
attributes to Moses on Mt. Sinai, He included forgiveness
among them (Ex. 34: 6, 7). He arranged the typical
sacrifices in a way to illustrate various phases of His
forgiveness (Lev. 4: 20, 26; 5: 4-10). He makes known His
forgiveness in suitable manners (Num. 14: 20). He
exemplified it in His forgiving His servant David (2 Sam.
12: 13). Repeatedly did He forgive Israel; and at the
dedication of the temple the prayer offered there indicates
His readiness to forgive them (1 Kings 8: 33, 34). Even
hidden or secret sins are not beyond His forgiving power
(Ps. 19: 12). The sins of youth as well as of age He alike
forgives (Ps. 25: 7). Their greatness and accompanying
afflictions are no bar to His forgiveness (Ps. 25: 11, 18). An
honest confession accompanied by resolution of
amendment, with faith in God's grace and mercy, meets
ready forgiveness from God (Ps. 32: 1, 2, 5). God's people,
though overcome by sin, still find room for forgiveness (Ps.
65: 3). God's honor and character
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are a guarantee of forgiveness (Ps. 79: 9). His forgiveness
does not only embrace individuals, but also His people as a
whole (Ps. 85: 2). Even amid punishment for sin He stands
ready to forgive, on the conditions therefore being fulfilled
(Ps. 99: 8). He makes a thorough work of forgiveness (Ps.
103: 12). His forgiveness is in order to the betterment of the
sinner (Ps. 130: 4). He stands ever ready to reason with the
sinner in order to bring him to repentance (Is. 1: 18; 43:
26). He forgives so thoroughly as to forget our forgiven
sins (Is. 43: 25). He pleads with His backslidden people to
return and obtain forgiveness (Is. 44: 22). He invites people
to seek His forgiving love while it is possible to obtain it,
encouraging them by a gracious and forgiving reception (Is.
55: 6, 7). He asks for reformation as a condition of
forgiveness (Jer. 5: 1, 7; Ezek. 33: 14, 15). Unlike many
people who forgive, yet remember and upbraidingly make
mention of the wrongs done them, God not only forgives
but forgets and never mentions the forgiven sins
upbraidingly (Jer. 31: 34; Ezek. 33: 16). His forgiveness
embraces all sins, iniquities and transgressions (Jer. 33: 8).
Thus we have given a summary of the main Old Testament
passages that treat of God's forgiveness, acting toward
human beings.

But the New Testament has much to say on this subject.
Its opening chapter tells us that God sent Jesus to be the
Savior of God's people from sin (Matt. 1: 21). God
promises to forgive us as we forgive others, but refuses to
forgive us unless we forgive others (Matt. 6: 12-14; Mark
11: 26). He illustrates the fact of His forgiving us as an
inducement to us to forgive others, and of His withholding
forgiveness from us, if we refuse to forgive others, in the
parable of the two debtors (Matt. 18: 23-35). The New
Testament more clearly than the Old Testament shows the
meritorious cause of God's forgiveness—
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the ransom sacrifice of Christ (Matt. 26: 28). He requires
the exercise of faith in Jesus for the attainment of His
forgiveness (Mark 2: 5, 7; Acts 10: 36, 43). He forgives all
kinds of sins except that against the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:
28). God caused John the Baptist to make the forgiveness
of sins the main subject of his preaching (Luke 3: 3). And
Jesus charged that it should be preached in His name along
with repentance among all nations (Luke 24: A47).
Graciously did the Lord forgive the woman taken in
adultery (John 8: 11). The Lord empowered His faithful
people to act as His mouthpieces in announcing His
forgiveness (John 20: 23). He forgives that He may bestow
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 38). God has arranged for the
forgiveness of sins through Christ's sacrifice because there
iIs no other way to gain it (Acts 13: 38, 39). One of the
purposes of the ministry of God's Word is to bring
forgiveness to the repentant believers and consecrating
hearers (Acts 26: 16-18). It is indeed a blessing to obtain
forgiveness from God (Rom. 4: 7, 8). We are encouraged to
copy God's and Christ's gracious example in forgiveness
(Eph. 4: 32). God forgives us that we may live (Col. 2: 13).
Sins cannot be forgiven except by the sacrifice of Christ
(Heb. 9: 22, 28). It is the privilege of God's people to help
erring brethren and other people to come to the Lord for
forgiveness (Jas. 5: 20). The blood of Christ works before
God the cleansing of all our sins of weakness and ignorance
(1 John 1: 7, 9). We should not sin; but if we do, we should
not despair, but go to God through Christ, who as our
Advocate is our propitiation for the forgiveness that will be
ours (1 John 2: 1, 2). It is our privilege, not only to seek for
the forgiveness of our own sins, but also to pray for the
forgiveness of others' sins (1 John 5: 16). And in all our
enjoyment of forgiveness let us not fail to give God the
honor of giving us Christ



The Secondary Graces of God's Character. 243

as our Savior, through whom we have forgiveness of our
sins (Eph. 1: 7; Col. 1: 14; Rev. 1: 5) from our Heavenly
Father. We have just given a brief digest of the main New
Testament passages on God's forgiveness. Certainly both
parts of the Bible finely describe this subject and give us
great comfort and peace in the consciousness of God's
willingness to forgive.

God's forgiveness is a very fruitful thing. It results in
putting away His enmity toward the sinner; and it makes
the sinner friendly toward God. The consciousness of being
forgiven takes away from our hearts the keenest sorrow of
which we are capable—remorse—and in its place brings
comfort from, and peace with God. Not only so, but our
hearts are filled with joy through having it. To receive it we
must change our attitude from one that loves sin and hates
righteousness to one that hates sin and loves righteousness.
Instead of former doubt of God we must have faith in Him
to obtain forgiveness, and we must also give Him our
hearts in consecration. It fills our hearts with thankfulness
to God and appreciation of the great goodness of God and
Christ in making possible and actual our forgiveness. It is
precedent to our receiving the Holy Spirit and all the
benefits of sonship toward God. Accordingly, God's
forgiveness is to each one of us a very beneficial thing. But
our receiving forgiveness benefits others; for it prompts us
to seek to help them to the same benefit. Our own hearts
having been blessed by its reception, naturally and
spontaneously we seek to have others gain these same
blessings; and those who respond to our efforts to help
them to repentance toward God, faith toward our Lord
Jesus and consecration to the Lord, receive the above-
indicated blessing of heart and mind to the degree that they
make this a motive of their very beings. Then, it is fruitful
to God and Christ. It brings them the very results that they
sought when the Father gave
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up His Son to become a sacrifice for sin and when the Son
freely surrendered Himself to death so that God and man
may become reconciled. Certainly the Father and the Son
rejoice over men reconciled with God. They know the
value of a human soul, and therefore know the worth of a
saved soul. They love to see people turn to the better, and
therefore greatly desire the deliverance of people from
death. God and Christ deserve the praise, worship,
adoration, love, service, thanksgiving and appreciation that
those give Them who heartily receive God's forgiveness.
God and Christ are thereby enriched by receiving more and
more willing and loving hearts as theirs, made so by a
proper reception of God's forgiving grace and love.

What we have said of God's forgiveness and its exercise
we are to understand as referring to the Adamic sin and all
the sins that result therefrom, i.e., all sins of weakness and
ignorance. There is a sin that never is forgiven. This sin is
the sin against the Holy Spirit, which means a willful sin
against knowledge and ability. The sin against the Holy
Spirit is any deliberate and willful sin committed, not from
ignorance and weakness, but from the love of sin, fully
knowing it to be sin and being fully able to avoid it, yet
wickedly committing it. There are two forms of this sin, but
neither of them is forgivable. The first form of this sin is
committed when there is a measure of weakness or a
measure of ignorance present, yet on the other hand there is
also a measure of willfulness against some knowledge and
ability as respects the sin. Such a sin we call a partially
willful sin against the Holy Spirit. While God through the
ransom forgives the weakness and ignorance in it, He does
not forgive the willfulness in it. But such a partially willful
sin is not the form of the sin against the Holy Spirit that
puts one into the second death—the sin unto death, as St.
John calls it (1 John 5: 16). How, then, does God deal with
one who has committed partially willful
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sin, so far as its willfulness is concerned? He punishes this
willfulness and thus makes the partially willful sinner
expiate his own sin by stripes. While Christ died for the sin
of Adam and its resultant sins, He did not die for the
willfulness in any of our sins. Hence, the willfulness must
be striped out of the person, i.e., he will receive such
chastisement as will take away from his character the
willfulness that prompted the sin. The Scriptures teach this
to be the Divine arrangement with such sins (Luke 12: 47,
48).

But when the sin is totally willful, i.e., without any
weakness or ignorance and against full knowledge of the
nature and quality of the act and against full ability to avoid
the act it is expiable only by eternal destruction. But such a
sin is never committed by a sinner unless he has previously
had the following five experiences: (1) He must have been
enlightened as to the Truth in general, and particularly with
reference to the act in question; (2) he must have been
justified; (3) he must have been spirit-begotten; (4) he must
have appreciated the deep things of God's Word or Plan;
and (5) he must have appreciated the privilege of becoming
one of the Kings and Priests of the next Age. In other
words only advanced Christians are capable of committing
this sin. If such fall away, it is impossible to renew them
again unto repentance. For them is reserved eternal
destruction (Heb. 6: 4-8). For them there remaineth no
more sacrifice for sin, since they have sinned away the
merit of the one sacrifice with utter willfulness. In three
ways this sin is committed: (1) by their repudiating the
ransom sacrifice; (2) by their repudiating their share in the
sacrificial sufferings of the Christ and (3) by their
destroying the Holy Spirit in their hearts (Heb. 10: 26-29;
6: 6; 2 Pet. 2: 1; Jude 4; 1 John 5: 16). These things,
however, cannot be done by one unless he has been an
advanced spirit-begotten son of God. Frequently, taking
advantage of the ignorance
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of those who have not had the five experiences of Heb. 6:
4, 5, Satan deceives them through their ignorance and
tender consciences into believing that they have sinned the
sin unto death, and thereby most grievously torments them.
In not a few cases he has tormented them into insanity and
suicide. One of the surest evidences that one has not
committed this sin is great grief over what he thinks is it.
Satan fails so to torment those who understand the
situation. In almost every case those who have committed
this sin are so hardened that they never come to remorse.
Let us, therefore, turn a deaf ear to Satan's suggestions that
we have committed this sin. Those who have committed it
have so corrupted themselves as to be incapable of
repentance, and God never forgives them. Since they are
irreformable God mercifully destroys them, in order to
prevent their becoming an eternal curse to themselves and
to others. Their sin is expiable only by eternal annihilation.
"But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, even
things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak."

Apart from the sin against the Holy Spirit, let us
remember that there is forgiveness before God for all sins.
Let this thought comfort us in our transgressions of
weakness and ignorance; and let it lead us to prize our God
with supreme appreciation for His wisdom, justice, love
and power, which suppress the control of His
combativeness and destructiveness, and which thus make
Him longsuffering and forbearing and forgiving as to our
sins. Hallelujah! What a Savior! And let this praise arise as
holy incense to God out of every heart that has experienced
God's forgiving grace in Christ!

The next secondary attribute of God's character that we
will study is courage—the quality of heart and mind that
faces dangers and difficulties with fortitude, calmness,
firmness and perseverance. The sphere in which it acts is
the dangerous and the difficult.
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Some quail before the dangerous and are depressed in spirit
before the difficult. Their quality of heart and mind is in
contrast with courage, or at least evinces a lack of courage.
The opposite of courage is cowardice, which results from a
habitual exercise of fear. Fear, as we have already noted,
operates through the affection-organ of love for safety. God
has this affection-organ and its resultant quality of
cautiousness, or carefulness. But He fears no one and no
thing. He does not have fear for His own personal safety.
He exercises carefulness or cautiousness with respect to His
dependents, His word and His works. If love for safety
would control Him, He would become cowardly. He never
allows it to control Him. He by His higher primary graces
suppresses the controllership of His love of safety and
thereby exercises the courage that faces dangers and
difficulties with fortitude, calmness, firmness and
perseverance. In this course there is no depression of spirit
in Him. On the contrary, He is spirited and undaunted in
the highest sense of these words. Therefore courage is an
attribute of God's character; and it is a secondary attribute
of His character, because it results from His higher primary
graces suppressing the controllership of the lower primary
affection-organ of love for safety and is worthy of God.

God Himself could never come into any circumstances
in which He would personally come into danger. Hence
when we studied God's lower primary grace of
cautiousness or carefulness, we saw that it was exercised,
not in the interests of His own personal safety, but in the
interests of His dependents, like His servants and His new-
creaturely and angelic sons, and of His plans and works, to
secure their safety. Accordingly, God's courage does not
exercise itself in the presence of personal danger; for He
has and can have no personal danger; but His courage acts
in relation to the dangers and difficulties
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which His servants and sons, His plans and works, have
had and do have. We do see that frequently the faithful
Worthies of the Old Testament and of the Epiphany have
been in dangerous and difficult situations. We do see that
His angelic and new-creaturely sons have also been in
dangerous and difficult situations. Furthermore, there have
been phases of God's plan and features of His work that
have been in the presence of dangers and difficulties. And
amid these God has always shown courage, never quailing,
never fearing, never feeling panic-stricken; but facing them
with a fortitude that knows no trembling, a calmness that
knows no ruffling, a firmness that knows no irresolution
and a perseverance that knows no pause.

The agents that occasion God's exercise of courage are
inimical to His dependents, His plans and works; and
against the purposes and works of these God shows His
courage. Satan is the chief of these agents. He seeks the
seduction and perversion of God's dependents. He plans
and works for the overthrow of God's angelic and new-
creaturely sons' loyalty to God, His cause and His people.
He plots to thwart God's plans and purposes and to put
others into operation for the displacement of these. He tries
to corrupt, bury in oblivion or counterfeit God's works.
Against such fell plans, purposes and works, in connection
with the dangers and difficulties that they involve, God sets
Himself courageously, never fainting in His fortitude,
calmness, firmness and perseverance. Satan finds support
in His putting dangers and difficulties in the way of God's
dependents, sons, plans and works, in his associates—the
fallen angels—who in every way of iniquity have sought to
help him endanger and beset with difficulties God's
servants, children, plans and works. The world, too, in
proportion to its varying degrees of selfishness and
sinfulness, which make it amenable to Satanic uses, has
rendered Satan more or less efficient support in his
endeavors to endanger
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and make difficulties for God's servants, sons, plans and
works. And not ‘'the least efficient of these supporters of
Satan is the flesh of God's new-creaturely sons. For in its
very nature and relation to them, because of its sinfulness,
selfishness, worldliness and erroneousness, it is a standing
menace to their safety and a constant source of danger to
them. Accordingly, it is because of the activities of Satan,
the fallen angels, the world and the flesh, endangering and
making matters difficult for God's servants, sons, plans and
works, that God must exercise bravery on behalf of the
latter against the former.

When we look at the experiences of God's dependents
and sons and the circumstances of His plans and works,
both in Biblical and post-Biblical times, we find many
illustrations of God's courage. Indeed, to have conceived
the plan for bringing the universe into existence and for
maintaining its existence, as well as of filling it with, and
preserving in it appropriate living creatures, is a remarkable
display of courage on God's part, especially when we
remember that God's foresight enabled Him to see how
fraught with danger and difficulty such plans would be. Nor
did His foreknowledge of the dangers and difficulties
connected with the Plan of the Ages stay in fear His hand
from the work of making and carrying it out. Connected
with it were many dangers and difficulties. He did not
allow the thought of Satan's rebellion to make Him fearful,
but courageously He pressed on in spite of Satan's
usurpation and direful works. The fall of the angels into
rebellion against Him did not cause Him to lose heart and
give up; but He kept up His fortitude, calmness, firmness
and perseverance, despite their combined efforts to thwart
Him. Much less did the rebellion of man discourage Him. If
the sentencing of the race to the experience with evil unto
death was a hard thing to do, He nevertheless did not lack
the courage to put it into effect. The
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need of wiping out practically the whole human family by
the flood to prevent universal corruption nerved His arm to
the necessary work. When Satan sought through proud
Egypt's power to destroy the earthly seed, God
courageously put Himself into battle with the hosts of
darkness and earth's mightiest empire and conquered in the
battle of plagues and of the sea. Time and again His
courage fought His way through in the opposition of the
nations of Canaan and the neighboring nations. In His
conflicts with earth's mightiest empires—Egypt, Assyria,
Babylonia, Persia, Greece and Rome—in their efforts to
destroy His people, He always courageously entered and
victoriously came out of the fray. No matter how great
were the dangers that His servants faced and no matter how
appalling were the difficulties that beset them, He minded
not the dangers, He heeded not the difficulties, and in the
end He emerged victorious and brought them to victory. It
was His courage that made brave in danger such heroes as
Abraham against Chedorlaomer, Moses against Pharaoh,
Joshua against the seven nations, Barak against Sisera,
Gideon against Midian, Jephthah against Ammon, Samuel
against the Philistines, David against Goliath, Jashobeam,
Eleazar and Shammah against the Philistine garrison at
Bethlehem, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego against the
fiery furnace and Daniel against the lions.

But the greatest expressions of God's courage are found
in connection with His risks related to His endangered sons,
chiefly His firstborn Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. To change
Him from a high spirit being to a human being was a
dangerous procedure. Yet God was equal to the danger
therein involved. To put Him on double trial for life—as a
human being and as a new creature—with the risk that but
the slightest imperfection would lose for Him His best
beloved Son and wreck His entire plan for men, new
creatures and angels, required a very rare courage
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indeed, perhaps the supreme example of courage of all
times. Yet the pertinent courage God exercised, and came
out of that battle with the greatest of all booty—a Son on
the highest plane of existence, and a Vicegerent that could
be depended upon under all possible dangers, difficulties
and temptations to take God's side and successfully
vindicate it. Rare, too, and only next in supremacy to that
shown in the dangers and difficulties attendant on His First-
Begotten's trial, was the courage that God has been
displaying in connection with the trial of Christ's Body; for
here are persons that are weak and more or less out of the
way, and to risk their lives and hopes in the sore trials amid
which they must prove true to gain the Divine nature and
Joint-heirship with His Chief Son, called upon Jehovah to
manifest rare courage; and His courage has been equal to
the prolonged warfare incidental to their conflicts. When
we think of the very testful experiences that these have had,
and when we think of the many complete failures that some
have made, of the partial failures that others have made and
of the great likelihood of failure for the rest of them, we
can more readily grasp the risks that God ran in developing
a plan in connection with such subjects. Rare indeed has
been His courage therein.

Look at it as it displayed itself in the martyr conflicts of
Stephen and James, Peter and Paul, Ignatius and Polycarp,
Perpetua and Felicitas, Pothinus and Lawrence, Huss and
Cranmer, Savonarola and Servitus, Latimer and Ridley,
who are but a few leading lights amid a great host of
martyrs of Jesus. What courage was it that could run the
risks involved in the loss of such noble souls as these! The
names of the martyrs and multitudinous others and their
deeds and sufferings are unique in human annals, with
dangers and difficulties in proportion; yet God's courage in
these circumstances did not fail Him; His bravery was not
overcome by any of these. On the
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contrary, with a bravery unexampled, with a fearlessness
that knew not the least trembling, with a courage that could
suffer the risk of the greatest losses, God went onward in
the course that He laid out for Himself to go, and is now
emerging from the final scenes of the present warfare with
the laurels of the greatest victory of the Ages. Courageous
indeed is our God.

Shortly the conflict with evil and its agents will take on
another aspect, its Millennial aspect; and by a combination
of mercy and force applied as needed, all His enemies will
be subdued for a thousand years, while He delivers their
captives from the ruinous effects of the reign of sin.
Thereby He will put the human race into a position to meet
the final onslaught of sin, whose dangers and difficulties
God will have the requisite courage to meet. The battle will
last about forty years and will end in the eternal triumph of
righteousness and the eternal defeat of sin and its
supporters. Then will become fully known the real quality
of God's courage, as based upon love for righteousness and
hatred of iniquity. Then will the real courage of God shine
out in the results attained by His permitting evil. It was a
great risk undertaken by God, to allow evil to enter a moral
order of affairs and to permit it to work even though
restricted, within certain bounds. Knowing the power of
Truth toward the faith class, and the power of experience
both with evil and good as a teacher imparting hatred for
sin and love for righteousness toward the unbelieving class,
Jehovah had all the courage necessary to run the risks
involved in carrying out the Plan of the Ages, in connection
with which there were the greatest dangers and difficulties
imaginable. Courageous indeed is our God. In this, as in all
His other characteristics, Jehovah is supreme. And for it, as
well as for His other graces, He perfectly deserves our
gratitude, appreciation and worship.
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God's courage has been and will be very fruitful. Great
indeed have been and will be His gains in the risks that He
has taken in carrying out His Plan. So far it has gotten for
Him the Ancient Worthies, Jesus and the bulk of the Little
Flock, some of the Great Company and some of the
Youthful Worthies. Before many years it will bring to Him
as booty the rest of the Little Flock, Great Company and
Youthful Worthies. With these four elect classes as gains
from the risks connected with the elective features of His
Plan, God will have been very fruitful in the results of His
courage; for in these He will have won for Himself four
dependable classes, the one, the Little Flock, dependable in
the most exacting possible conditions; for these will be
fitted in the endless succession of future Ages to fulfill all
God's good pleasure. Then there are the rich gains that the
Millennium will bring to His courage, a perfected human
race forever firm in truth and righteousness as the
inhabitants of this paradisaic earth, and the restored angels,
delivered from their fallen condition and forever glad for
their deliverance, and forever loyal to God, their Deliverer.
Fruitful indeed will also be that feature of His courage that
blots out of existence those who will not sever themselves
from sin and its terrible effects. Thus from every standpoint
will God be fruitful in the results achieved by His courage.
So, too, will His exercise of courage be fruitful to others.
To our Lord it will be fruitful in that He will forever have
the Divine nature as His and the office of vicegerency for
God in the execution of all Jehovah's plans and purposes.
To the Little Flock it will be fruitful inasmuch as it will
result in their having the Divine nature and Joint-heirship
with our Lord in all His offices. To the Ancient and
Youthful Worthies and the Great Company, God's courage
will be fruitful inasmuch as it will result for them in their
obtaining spiritual natures lower than the Divine, but much
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higher than the perfect human nature of the restitution
class, and in their obtaining the office of the chief assistants
of Christ and the Church. For the fallen angels God's
bravery will result in their restoration to their former station
and privileges; and for the obedient of the world it will
result in their restoration to human perfection in God's
image and likeness and in their having success in eternal
life in Paradise. The fruitfulness of God's courageous
course will be manifest in future creations, who will learn
wisdom from the brave course of God in the risks involved
in carrying out His glorious Plan of the Ages. Praised be
our God for His great courage!

God's candor is His next secondary attribute that we
desire to study. The grace of candor results from the higher
primary graces laying hold on our affection-organ of love
for hiding—secretiveness—and suppressing its efforts to
control our conduct. By using this organ as a servant of
truth and righteousness we develop tactfulness as a lower
primary grace, which with the other main primary graces
we have already studied. But there are circumstances in
which tactfulness, with its accompanying secretiveness,
would be out of order, and which require in the interests of
truth and righteousness frankness of speech and action. The
grace shown under such circumstances is candor. We may
define candor as the quality of heart and mind that frankly
tells what should be told in the prevailing circumstances.
To hide the needed truth would be a misuse of
secretiveness. To do so under some circumstances would
result in evil to others—be the evil physical, mental, moral
or religious, while the telling of the needed truth will often
prevent evil to the person or to others. Candor is, therefore,
a quality that is more or less associated with telling
unpleasant or uncomplimentary things. Hence the prelude,
to be candid, or, to speak candidly, is almost always used to
introduce a statement of an unpleasant
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thought. But when it is necessary for another's welfare that
such an unpleasant thought be expressed, and when it is
frankly done, candor, in the good use of that word, is being
exercised. But sometimes people are brutally candid. They
tell the disagreeable thing in a way to make it sting
unnecessarily. This is certainly an abuse of frankness. Even
while candid we are to be tactful, lest we work evil by our
candor.

God has this quality of candor. He is too tactful to be
brutally frank. He tells the unpleasant or uncomplimentary
truth because He aims at accomplishing good by telling it.
He never needlessly tells people unpleasant and
uncomplimentary things. He does it to rebuke and correct
people who have gone into wrong, or to announce coming
punishments  for wrong, necessary to vindicate
righteousness and truth, and to set aside wrong and error.
Hence God's candor is a good quality. It results from His
higher primary graces suppressing the controllership of
secretiveness. In its exercise He ever keeps in mind, and
works to realize, the purpose for which He exercises it.
Therefore He suppresses every statement that would
prevent His candor from being fruitful. People often flatter
others wherein the proper exercise of candor would require
a rebuke or correction. This God never does. He uses His
candor as a servant of truth and righteousness and not
selfishly, as many people do.

The commission of sin, the presence of faultful
characteristics, the spread of error and the indulgence in
selfishness and worldliness, afford God many opportunities
to exercise candor for reformatory purposes. The lack of
truth, righteousness, love and heavenly-mindedness furnish
God with another set of conditions that calls for His
exercise of His candor. So, too, the imperfect development
of such qualities afford God another occasion for the use of
frankness. As we study the Scriptural illustrations of God's
frankness we find it manifesting itself in activity under
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just such circumstances. This candor marks Him in His
dealings with friends and foes alike. God was candid with
Adam and Eve before their trial, telling them just what to
do and what to avoid; and when they disobeyed He was
frank in pointing out their sin and their punishment. He was
frank with Cain, both before and after his killing of Abel.
He was candid with Noah in warning him of the coming
flood and in His taking proper precautionary measures
against it, as He was also candid with the other
antediluvians, warning them to repent of their sins and
threatening retribution on their failure so to do. He was
aboveboard in warning both Abraham and Lot as to the
coming punishment upon the cities of the plain. God
frankly warned Pharaoh of the wrongs and dangers of his
course of obstinacy. God was frank with Israel in offering
the Law Covenant to them and in explaining its various
provisions to them. When Israel sinned, e.g., in lusting after
evil things, in idolatry, in illicit unions at Baal-peor, in
complaining against the weariness of their pilgrim journey
and in murmuring against Moses and Aaron and in
becoming fearful at the evil report of ten of the spies, God
in each case clearly set before them their wrong and frankly
announced His displeasure.

He was just as candid with individual wrong as with
national wrong. He candidly announced His displeasure
with the evil sons of Eli and with Eli for permitting their
wrongdoings. He did not hide from Saul His disapproval of
his wrongs that finally led God to destroy him and take the
kingdom from his family. To David He plainly said through
Nathan, the prophet, "Thou art the man,"” when He by a
parable told of the unjust course of David toward Uriah and
Bathsheba. Through the other prophets He repeatedly sent
plain rebukes for the sins of Israel as a nation and of
individual Israelites, and often accompanied these with
announcements of condigned punishments.
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Note the course of Jeremiah with Israel and its rulers and
teachers, especially with Coniah and Zedekiah and the false
prophets and corrupt priests of his day. Daniel did not hide
the Lord's mind from Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar
when their iniquities called for their correction and
admonition to righteousness. Neither did Ezra, Nehemiah,
Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi as God's servants remain
silent in the presence of wrongdoers, regardless of whether
they were great or small. They candidly as God's
mouthpieces pointed out the wrongs committed, advised
correction of the misconduct and announced the Lord's
judgments pertinent to the several cases.

We find the same candor marking the Lord's New
Testament dealings with His servants and enemies,
especially as He spoke through Jesus and the Apostles.
Some illustrations from New Testament history will show
this. In considering these illustrations we are to remember
that God exercised His candor through Jesus and the
Apostles as His Agents. God's candor is marked in the plain
preaching of repentance by John the Baptist, wherein sin
and sinners are clearly rebuked. Jesus showed the Father's
candor in the fact that He spoke very plainly in rebuke of
sin, especially the sins of the religious leaders of His day.
Matt. 23, containing Jesus' rebuke of the scribes and
Pharisees, is a remarkable example of candor in rebuking
the sins of religious leaders. Jesus' telling plainly the truth
against Judas' treachery, Peter's officiousness and boasting
and the disciples' forsaking Him, are examples of God's
candor. Jesus' telling of the difficulties of the narrow way
and urging all prospective consecrators to count the cost, is
another example of candor. Our Lord's acknowledging His
Messiahship and Divine sonship before the Sanhedrin and
His kingship before Pilate, are other illustrations of His
candor. On Pentecost by Divine inspiration St. Peter
frankly told the Jews that they had murdered
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the Prince of life. A little later he and John candidly told
the Sanhedrin that the Lord Jesus whom they crucified was
the one through whom they would have to seek salvation, if
they were to attain it. Peter candidly upbraided Ananias and
Saphira for their wrong, Simon, the sorcerer, for his wrong
heart's attitude and attempt to purchase Divine powers and
the exclusive Jewish brethren for not admitting that
Gentiles as well as Jews were acceptable for high calling
purposes. The Lord, acting through St. Paul, likewise
manifested His candor. St. Paul furnishes us a stinging
example of it in dealing with Elymas, the Sorcerer, a
humble example of it in dealing with the heathen who
attempted to worship him and Barnabas and a fearless
example of it when he reasoned with Felix on
righteousness, temperance and the judgment to come. St.
Paul's refusal to accede to Barnabas' desire to take Mark
along as a helper, after the latter had defaulted in that
capacity on their previous trip, is another notable example
of it. St. Paul's preaching and epistles, as well as the other
writings of the New Testament, are splendid examples of
candor. God's plain messages to persecuting Jews, heathen
and nominal Christians, furnish us with many more
examples of God's candor, just as His plain speech to His
consecrated people throughout the Age, exemplifies the
same quality. The book of Revelation, especially its first
three chapters, markedly evidence God's frankness.
Certainly the Bible and history since Bible times prove
candor to be an attribute of God.

As such, it has been fruitful in staying sin within certain
grooves, in keeping sinners within certain limits, and in
leading responsive ones to repentance and faith in
justification, to consecration and to the faithful carrying out
of consecration. It will show similar good fruits in the next
Age also. In this, as well as in every other quality of God's
character, we may, therefore, well rejoice and praise our
God.
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The next of God's secondary attributes of character that
we will study is liberality. We have already studied the
lower primary grace, providence, in contrast with which
liberality stands. We recall that providence as a lower
primary grace results from using as a servant of
righteousness and holiness our love for gaining and
retaining, which operates through the affection-organ of
acquisitiveness. When acquisitiveness is allowed to control,
it makes one covetous and miserly; but when wisdom,
power, justice and love suppress its efforts to control, we
become liberal, i.e., generous in our desire to see others
prosper and bountiful and in bestowing of our possessions
on others, especially on the needy. Liberality is, therefore, a
quality both of the feelings and of the acts. In our feelings it
makes us pleased with the prosperity of others. It does not
permit us to envy their prosperity, to covet their gains, to
seek to draw to ourselves the acquired possessions that they
enjoy and to injure them by unfair competition. It makes us
feel generous toward them, glad that they are prospering,
helpful to them in increasing their prosperity and bountiful
in bestowing of our means on them in their needs, i.e., on
deserving and needy persons. Liberality, therefore, makes
us generous and benevolent in spirit as well as generous
and beneficent in action. From such generosity we freely
give of our time, talents, strength, means, influence, etc., in
order to bless and further others. It prevents our becoming
misers, as well as self-seekers. This quality is especially
active in the philanthropically and charitably inclined. It
lavishes its gains on civic improvements, on benevolent
institutions, like asylums, hospitals, etc., on the higher
things of life, like religion, education, art, science and
reform and uplift movements, as well as on the supply of
more private need. It is preeminently the quality of the
devotee of a cause; the philanthropist and the
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reformer. In the very nature of the case, it is one of the
qualities of a truly consecrated Christian.

As in the case of every other good quality, its supreme
exemplification is God. God is very liberal in His
sentiments and acts. His benevolence makes Him rejoice in
the prosperity of others. There is no envy in Him;
covetousness finds no place in His heart; He does not plot
and scheme to draw to Himself the possible or actual gains
of others; and unfair competition finds no expression in His
acts. He is generous in the highest significance of that
word, and beneficent in the supreme sense of that quality.
Owning all things as their Creator and Preserver, He is
always giving and never weary in His beneficences. This
we see in nature and in grace. He manipulates the laws of
nature that they may bestow blessings upon those who
would use them aright. He has put the idea of self-giving
service into active operation throughout nature. The moon
and stars give their light at His bidding to afford guidance
to the benighted traveler. He made the sun to give light,
warmth, health and strength to man and beast, fish and
fowl, reptile and insect. He makes the seasons His servants
in bestowing good upon His creatures, all of them
contributing the sum total of means of subsistence, though
in different ways. He makes water contribute to the comfort
and support of His creatures. He causes the air to support
their life, the ocean currents to make various agreeable and
useful climatic changes, the oceans, lakes and rivers of
earth to facilitate men's commercial and other needs, the
soil to minister food and clothes for their bodies, the
building materials of the earth to furnish man a variety of
structures and homes, the metals to supply his practical and
ornamental needs, the forces of nature to minister to man's
enrichment and comfort. He has stored the bowels of the
earth with treasures of metals, precious stones, coal, gas,
petroleum, etc., for man's enrichment, comfort
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and support. He has stocked its waters, prairies, forests,
fields and gardens with food for men's bodies. He has filled
nature with scenes of beauty, grandeur and sublimity, to
delight men’s artistic senses. He has filled the universe and
earth with such things, beings, conditions and laws as to
give men's higher intellectual powers fruitful and pleasant
occupation. He has, in a word, so constituted nature as to be
His agent in constant giving of manifold blessings for the
good of His creatures. And this proves that He is generous
in bestowing the benefactions of nature, and that thus
liberality is one of His secondary attributes of character.

But we can see this quality in God's character much
more clearly as it displays itself in His works of grace. The
whole plan of God, as well as every feature of it, displays
His generous heart and beneficent deeds. His choosing to
bring free moral agents into existence was an expression of
generosity, since it implied His giving an endless
succession of benefactions on all of them found worthy of
everlasting life, as it also implied a more or less temporary
continued giving to those who will not be found worthy of
everlasting life. He is the Source of life as its Giver and the
Source of the spiritual substances of which spiritual bodies
consist, as well as the Source of the material substances of
which material bodies consist. Accordingly, from His
storehouse of spiritual and material substances and life,
God gave the constituent elements for spirit beings and
human beings as the things needed for their creation. Then
He gave of His time and talents for their creation and thus
had given a variety of beings existence. He gave them such
powers of being and environment as were conducive to
their happiness and continuance, which was another
example of His generosity. After some of the angels and
the human family fell into sin, He gave them conditions
conducive to their learning ultimately to benefit from their
experiences and at the same time arranged to give them
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later such experiences as would insure these benefits to
those rightly exercised by these experiences. Thus we see
His generosity in this feature of His plan.

When we consider God's revelation of Himself and His
plan, we see His generosity again displaying itself. To
Adam and Eve under sentence the Lord gave a message of
hope in His prophecy of the outcome of the conflict
between God's children and Satan's children and Satan
himself. Thus amid a condemnatory sentence His
generosity gave some hope. It was His generosity that
revealed to Noah the coming flood and a way of escape
from it for the best part of the race, needed for a new start
this side of the flood. In the main blessing, the one upon
Shem, God revealed the blessings of the coming Elect, in
the subordinate blessing, the one on Japheth, God revealed
the blessing of the restitution class, and in the curse upon
Ham God revealed the blessing of a universe clean of those
who would mar it. In revealing the Abrahamic Covenant
God gave in epitome a statement of His glorious plan that
was to be a comfort to many and a blessing to all. In His
dealings with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, the Lord
gave in the form of types elaborate pictures of the general
features and main characters connected with His plan. This
was indeed a generous gift. It was His generosity that
revealed further unfoldings of His plan in the Law
Covenant, and that from a variety of standpoints. In the
history of Israel in Egypt, in the countries of their
wandering and in their conquest of Canaan, the Lord gave
us other typical pictures of future features of His plan. In
the events of the periods of the judges, kings, exile and
return, we have other pictures unfolding different views of
God's plan. The writings of Moses, the Prophets and Holy
Men of the Old Testament, are the depository of these and
other revelations of God's plan, and, as the Old Testament,
constitutes a generous book-gift of incalculable value.
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Then came the New Testament revelation as another
great gift manifesting the generosity of God. The Gospels,
the Acts, the Epistles and the Revelation, with the Old
Testament revelations, give us the whole revelation of God
to date. This part of God's revelation contains a richer,
fuller and higher set of truths than those of the Old
Testament, and constitutes a rare gift indeed, bestowing as
it does the main doctrinal, preceptorial, promissory,
hortatory, prophetical, historical and some important
typical features of God's plan. Thus the New Testament is a
most generous gift in the way of a revelation. Summing up
the revelatory gift of God in the Old and New Testaments,
we might say that the Bible is one of the most generous,
rich and important gifts that God ever bestowed, whose
value is all the more enhanced when we consider the great
cost of its giving in the way of time, talent, thought,
feeling, effort and the giving of its agents and servants, on
God's part. Well may we sing of the generosity of this
gift.—

Blessed Bible, precious Word!
Boon most sacred from the Lord;
Glory to His name be giv'n,

For this choicest gift from heav'n.

Then, too, God was very generous in the gifts that He
has bestowed upon His Old Testament servants and friends
and upon His New Testament servants and sons. To Abel
He gave the gift of sacrificial acceptance; to Enoch the gift
of fellowship and translation; to Noah the gift of
knowledge of the coming flood, of deliverance and an
unbreakable covenant. To Abraham He gave, apart from
great wealth, the gift of the all-embracing covenant—the
Abrahamic Covenant—as well as jointly to him and his
seed the gift of the Oath-bound Covenant. He gave him the
gift of constant protection and guidance, as well as the gift
of personal friendship and privilege of typing some of the
finest characters and things of God's plan.
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To Isaac He gave, apart from great wealth, the privilege of
being the seed typical, as well as being a part of the earthly
seed. Hence He gave him the privilege of typing in the
main parts of his recorded career the Christ, Head and
Body, as well as favored him with the covenant promises.
Similar gifts He bestowed upon Jacob and Joseph. How
generously God dealt out gifts of privilege, of office and of
service to Moses, as well as used him signally as a variform
type! God gave Israel, not only a share in the Abrahamic
promises, but also the blessings of the Law Covenant and
all its implications, e.g., God as their covenant God and
them as His covenant people, with the teachings and other
benefits of the Law Covenant, the land of Israel, the
priesthood, the royalty and the prophetship. Centered in
these blessings were myriads of gifts of love and favor.
Certainly God's gifts of hope to His Old Testament servants
and friends display great and abounding generosity
whereby He delighted to bestow good on its subjects.

But God's liberality is even more patent in His dealings
with His Gospel-Age sons and servants. To the Logos He
gave the privilege of attaining the highest of all creaturely
exaltation as the Supreme Agent of God's plan. This
implied His carnation. And to Him came as gifts of love
from God the privilege of offering His humanity as a
sacrifice to God and His begettal to the Divine nature, the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, the High-priestly and the
Prophet office. On His proving faithful unto death, God
gave Him exaltation to the Divine nature, Headship over
the Church and Vicegerency over the universe. Thus for
mankind He has been given the offices of Priest, Prophet,
King, Judge, Mediator, Physician and Father; and for the
Church, Priest, Prophet, King, Judge, Advocate, Physician
and Bridegroom. And God has in His exaltation given Him
a position, honor and nature above every other created
being. Surely
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God has been liberal in sentiment and act toward His
Firstborn, our Lord Jesus Christ. So has He also been
liberal toward His other Gospel-Age sons and servants. His
liberality is manifest in the fact that, despite the fallen
natural condition in which He foresaw this class as a whole,
He yet prearranged for there being such a class, as well as
for its glorious destiny. How astoundingly liberal was He
toward them in giving up for them His only begotten Son to
become a human being and as such to become a sacrifice
unto death amid the most crucial sufferings, physical and
mental! Jesus, a gift of gifts, was one of God's most liberal
benefactions to them.

But, beside this redemptive gift of Jesus as their
Ransom, God has given them the gift of the Truth, not
simply the truth on the surface things of God's Word, but
on its deepest and most confidential truths; and thereby He
has shown them His confidence in them, and thereby has
revealed to them the secrets which He keeps from all
others. Such truths are exceedingly valuable and desirable,
and are among the richest and most liberal of God's gifts.
Additionally He gives them gratuitous justification through
the merit of God's Son, God Himself providing it for us.
This is a rich possession. The liberality of this gift can be
seen from an analysis of what it is and does. It consists of
the forgiveness of the Adamic sin and all its resultant sins
(Rom. 3: 24-26; 4: 5-8), whereby we are freed from the
Adamic death sentence, and of the imputation of Christ's
righteousness as our own (Rom. 10: 4; 1 Cor. 1: 30; Phil. 3:
9). Thereby we are forever perfected in God's sight from all
Adamic weaknesses and sins, as well as sentence, so that
no more can we die the Adamic death. And this makes us
acceptable and keeps us acceptable to God in our humanity
even to death. It implies that God regards us as though we
really have perfect bodies, with the right to life and its life-
rights, as well as perfect
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characters. Accordingly, our gratuitous justification is a
very liberal gift from God.

Furthermore, God liberally gives us sanctification with
all that it implies, i.e., He gives us the privilege of being set
apart from self and the world unto Him. As to our human
all, this implies that He gives us the privilege of diverting it
from selfishness and worldliness with all their
unsatisfactions and disappointments, and of applying it to
the most privileged service this side of heaven. Some
consider it a great privilege to give their human all in the
interests of education, reform, science, art, philosophy,
social uplift, home, friends, relations, country, party, sect,
fame, riches, position. But none of these, however good
some of them are, is comparable to the privilege of giving
our human all in the interests of God's plan—the greatest,
best and noblest of all causes. It is to such a cause that God
gives His faithful consecrated people the privilege of
yielding their human all in service, and thus they spend and
are spent in the best and most fruitful and most lasting of
all causes. Truly God has been liberal in giving so great a
privilege. But the gift, privilege, of sanctification implies
more and greater privileges than those consisting of
yielding our human all in God's service. It implies many
things connected with our spirits, new creatures. In the first
place, it implies our receiving the new creature—the Holy
Spirit. This is one of the three highest and greatest of God's
gifts, the others being Jesus and the Truth. It is the
beginning of the Divine nature and is the pledge of its
completion in the Faithful. It makes us sons of God, heirs
of God and Joint-heirs with Christ. It gives us the privilege
of membership in the Christ, with all the blessed prospects
of glory, honor and immortality as ours. Moreover, God
gives us as new creatures increased knowledge of the deep
things and the privilege of making these known to fellow
new
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creatures according to our ability, spirit and position in the
Body of Christ.

He gives us in our new creatures the privilege to grow
into more and more of His character likeness, and thus
gives us all the graces—the higher and lower primary, the
secondary and the tertiary graces. Therein He gives us the
privilege of detaching our affections from earthly things
and attaching them to corresponding heavenly things. And
in these character features, after they are developed, He
gives us strength, balance and crystallization. Not only does
He give us these and thus gives us the best of all personal
possessions—a perfected spiritual character—but He also
gives us the privilege, according to ability, opportunity and
spirit, to assist other new creatures to develop into the same
kind of perfected spiritual characters. Then, too, He gives
us the privilege of deliverance, thereby in our conflicts with
the devil, the world and the flesh, enabling us, as we battle
faithfully, to come off conquerors and to help other new
creatures to the same kind of victories. And if we persevere
faithfully in these conflicts unto death, He will give us the
crowning feature of deliverance—victory over death unto
the Divine nature in the first resurrection.

But these are not all the gifts that His liberality provides
for His faithful Little Flock. Beyond the vail He has great
gifts in reservation for them. They will as Divine beings
have immortality—life in themselves, i.e., a death-proof
condition—which will make them independent of all
external conditions for existence. They will be given
powers so great that they will be able to pass through any
object, move worlds or make new ones and serve under
Christ in the rulership of the universe. During the
Millennium they will from God receive as gifts the
privilege of being members of the world's King, Priest,
Mediator, Judge, Physician, Prophet and Mother, which
offices they will
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use for the awakening of the dead, establishing God's
Kingdom, overthrowing conditions conducive to sin and
error, introducing conditions conducive to righteousness
and truth, blessing all mankind with favorable opportunities
of coming into harmony with God and receiving gradual
healing from the effects of the curse and gradual
bestowment of restitution as they obey, until they will have
ministered perfection to the obedient. Then God will give
them the privilege of presiding over a final trial of
mankind, which they will bring to a conclusion by giving
life everlasting to the faithful in the paradisaic earth, which
they will prepare, and death everlasting to the unfaithful.
Thereafter God will give them the privilege of being an
ever extending kingdom throughout the universe as their
eternal employment. Surely the richness of His liberality
toward the saints is beyond anything that man could think
or ask.

Though in a smaller measure than to the saints, God has
been exercising and will exercise His liberality to the
Ancient Worthies, the Great Company and the Youthful
Worthies. To the first of these classes He liberally gave His
Old Testament revelation with such of its truth as was due
to them to see, gave them the privilege of a faith
justification in view of Christ's coming sacrifice, and amid
trials of faith and devotion to righteousness gave them the
training fitting them for princeship throughout the earth in
the Millennium (Ps. 45: 16). He will give them a
resurrection better than the world will get (Heb. 11: 35),
better because it will be 1,000 years ahead of theirs,
because it will give them princeship, ruling in blessing over
mankind, while the others will be their subjects under the
Christ, and because it will give them at the end of the
Millennium the privilege of becoming spiritual and
receiving a heavenly home, which the world never will get.
For them will be reserved a set of eternal privileges very
high indeed, though inferior to those given the Little
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Flock. A contrast of their Millennial offices will prove this.
The Little Flock will be Kings, they princes; the former
Priests, the latter Kohathite Levites; the former the
Mediator, the latter servants of the Mediator; the former the
Physician, the latter nurses; the former the great Prophet,
the latter subordinate prophets; the former the judge, the
latter His deputies; the former the Mother, the latter
children of this Mother, the nurses of the Mother's other
children. The Little Flock's superiority to the Ancient
Worthies will be eternal, but, though the latter will be the
former's inferiors (Heb. 11: 40), they will nevertheless be
very highly exalted as an expression of Jehovah's
benevolence and beneficence.

What we have said of God's liberality to the Ancient
Worthies applies in a less degree to the Great Company and
the Youthful Worthies. The Great Company, consisting of
those who fail to qualify for the position of the Bride of
Christ, through failure to sacrifice faithfully in the interests
of the Lord's cause and through failure to develop a
character like Christ, naturally fail of the Kingdom; but
repentant of their course and later proving loyal, they will
have as gifts from God a position as spirit beings in
subordination to the Bride in the Kingdom and inferior in
honor as Kingdom representatives to the Ancient Worthies.
They will be noblemen in the Kingdom and Merari Levites
to the Priests and the world, assisting the great Mediator,
Physician, Prophet, Judge and Parents of mankind in a less
honorable position of service than that of the Ancient
Worthies, who were more faithful in this life than the
former. Nevertheless, their position, nature and works will
be wonderful expressions of God's liberality, especially
considering that they were, under trial, found unworthy of
Little-Flockship. The Youthful Worthies, consisting of
those who consecrated too late to have opportunity to stand
trial for Little-Flockship, but standing trial for a position
inferior to the
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Ancient Worthies, are being given many liberal gifts of
grace, mercy and truth by God, and millennially will be
given the privilege of being an inferior order of princes in
the earth, with all pertinent privileges, and post-
millennially will be raised with the Ancient Worthies to a
spirit nature and a heavenly home. Accordingly, we see that
God has been and will continue to be exceedingly liberal to
all four elect classes of His plan.

God's liberality toward the non-elect world also has been
exercising itself while the curse has rested on the race, and
will in the next Age be manifest in a much clearer way.
Remembering that the human family is by God's sentence
through heredity from Adam a race of convicts doomed to
death, we are in a better position to recognize how liberal
God is by considering His kindness to convicts. Under
certain restrictions compatible with the execution of His
sentence on the race, He has been very generous and
beneficent toward mankind. He has given them many
blessings for body, mind and heart. The blessings of nature
to the degree that they would be able to obtain them He
freely sends them; for He makes the sun to shine on the evil
as well as on the good, and sends the rain to the unjust as
well as to the just. Man's main evils come to him through
the keeper of his penitentiary—Satan—who selfishly uses
his position to work evil on the convicts over whom he
rules. When we consider the physical and mental blessings
that the convict world has gotten in health, wealth, home,
society, state, finance, industry, education, art, science,
literature and law, all of which in the good they contain are
due to God's liberality, we must admit that God is very
benevolent and beneficent to His convicts. Nowhere is
there His equal.

But His liberality appears in richer forms when we
consider how richly He has given and will give in order to
rescue the world from its fallen condition.



The Secondary Graces of God's Character. 271

His dealings with the Elect are to prepare them to deliver
the non-elect! So greatly did He love the world that He
gave up His Son to become a human being and to die, that
they might gain eternal life by complying with its terms and
conditions. And not only has He given His Firstborn—our
Lord Jesus—unto death that the world might be rescued
from the Adamic death and thus gain an opportunity of
winning eternal life; but in the same liberal spirit He has
been giving up the rest of His faithful Elect children even
to death in the interests of His plan, that the world may get
the benefit of their millennial ministry. The same liberality
prompted Him to prepare the subordinate elect—the
Ancient Worthies, the Great Company and the Youthful
Worthies. Thus God's preparing the administrators of the
Kingdom in order that they might administer its blessings
to the whole race in the Millennium, is a glorious
expression of His liberality toward them. This same quality
of liberality will mark God's millennial deeds toward the
world. Giving them thoroughly wise, just, loving and
powerful helpers for their uplift is certainly an act of great
generosity and beneficence. Forgiving them all their sins
and remembering them no more against them, is another
deed of the same kind. Putting them into the hands of a
sheltering Mediator, who will shield them in their
imperfections from the strict justice of God, is a work of
the same character. Giving them the truth on every subject
is a first class expression of liberality.

Raising the dead world and putting them under the same
conditions, further demonstrates His liberality. Giving them
every deterrent from evil and every encouragement to
good, further exemplifies this noble quality in God toward
the world. As they obey, His healing their physical, mental,
moral and religious infirmities will in another way show
His abounding liberality toward them. Pouring out His
Spirit for all and giving it to the obedient will further prove
His
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liberality. Helping the willing and obedient to grow in
grace, knowledge and fruitfulness in service by giving them
the necessary helps through His Spirit, Word and
providence, gives another indication of His wonderful
liberality. Giving man a paradisaic earth with perfect
climate and fruitfulness is a stroke of God's liberality.
Varying the kingdom conditions, opportunities and
demands, according to the needs and abilities of each, will
show how kindly disposed God will be to them. Even the
stripes of that time will be for the reformation of all
concerned, that they might thus be helped to everlasting
life, and will thus be another evidence of His liberality. The
same remark applies with reference to God's restraining
during the Millennium evil angels and men from tempting
and wronging any member of the human family. Thus His
millennial dealings will be on a most magnificent scale of
liberality toward the human family, all intended to restore it
to perfection and life everlasting, as it obeys.

It is liberality that will mark God's post-millennial acts
toward the world. He will not permit the trial of the Little
Season to transcend the powers of perfect sinless human
beings. Thus He will give all a fair and liberal trial, for
which He will have been liberally preparing the race.
Liberal will be His gift of grace sufficient to the faithful,
delivering them in and from the trial, as they are loyal
therein, and after they will have demonstrated loyalty
therein to the end. And His crowning them with everlasting
life in the paradisaic earth after the faithful have
demonstrated loyalty to the end, will be the climax of His
liberality to the world. Even the destruction of the
incorrigible angels and men will be generous and
beneficent to them, saving them from an eternity of sorrow;
as it will also be generous and beneficent to the faithful for
the incorrigible to be destroyed; for the continued existence
of these would be an eternal menace to the righteous, as
well as a constant source of trouble and sorrow to
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themselves.  Accordingly, the final rewards and
punishments at the end of the Little Season will be
expressions of liberality.

And what shall we say of God's liberality in the Ages
that will follow the Millennium in endless succession? We
can say this, that with a perfect earth and perfect sinless
human beings as a basis for Jehovah's post-millennial
dealings, His wisdom, power, justice and love, in contact
with such a set of conditions, may be depended upon to
lavish with utmost liberality His bounties on His beloved
earthly children. Is. 65: 17-25 describes the post-millennial
conditions and it warrants us in declaring that as from a
cornucopia God will pour out such an abundance of good
things upon perfect humanity as will fully satisfy every
exaction of their minds, every craving of their hearts and
every need of their bodies. He will anticipate their every
desire, even as verse 24 declares: "Before they call, I will
answer; and while they are yet speaking, | will hear." He
will give them every opportunity for the gratification of
their every need and for the application of their every
power. And what a wonderful world that will be; for if
fallen man under imperfect conditions has in many
individual cases accomplished so great things now, what
will be the attainments and achievements of perfect men
under God's liberal tuition! Surely God's liberality will then
be one of the grounds of the human family joining in the
general hallelujah chorus of Rev. 5. 13: "Blessing and
honor and glory and power be unto Him that sitteth upon
the throne and unto the Lamb, forever and ever."” And we
who have tasted of His liberality to the Elect and know of
His coming liberality to the non-elect, may well, in present
enjoyment of our portion of His liberality and in
anticipation of His future liberality to us and the world,
sing the high praises of our God and the Lamb; for they are,
worthy of "power and riches
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and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and
blessing."—Rev. 5: 12, 13.

Liberality, being a secondary grace, arising from the
higher primary graces suppressing the controllership of
love for gaining and retaining, does not control God's acts.
He never exercises it contrary to His wisdom, power,
justice and love; but always in subordination to these.
Hence when these forbid its exercise God keeps it in
inactivity, e.g., God is always just before He is generous,
and will not be generous, if His justice forbids. It is
especially through the Ransom satisfying His justice that
God can in harmony with justice be so very liberal as He is
and will be to the Elect and non-elect. Hence to become in
the full sense the beneficiaries of God's liberality we must
approach Him through Jesus Christ as our High Priest and
Advocate. Accordingly those who so do get immeasurably
more from God's liberality than those who do not so do.

Impartiality is the tenth and last of God's secondary
attributes of character that we will discuss in this
connection. Hitherto we have discussed as God's secondary
attributes of character His modesty, industriousness,
longsuffering, forbearance, forgiveness, candor, courage
and liberality; and in the chapter on God's Lower Primary
Attributes of Character, in connection with God's self-
esteem, we discussed His humility, a secondary grace. We
trust that our study of Gods virtues and praises have not
only helped all of us intellectually, but also morally and
religiously; for to minister the latter two ways of help is our
main design in writing these articles on God's attributes of
character. Impartiality is a secondary grace, because it
results from the higher primary graces laying hold of and
suppressing the control of certain lower affection-organs;
but it differs from the other secondary graces in this:
Whereas each of the other secondary graces so far
considered results from the higher primary graces
suppressing the efforts, at controllership,
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of but one lower selfish affection-organ—the pertinent one
in each case—impartiality results from the higher primary
graces suppressing the efforts at controllership of any one
or more than one of our social affection-organs.

This leads us to describe the sphere within which the
grace of impartiality works—the social affection-organs,
which connect us with our fellows as members of the same
human or spiritual relations as ourselves. And it is within
this sphere where the disgrace of partiality exercises itself.
Thus, as against others, we are prone to exercise partiality
toward the opposite sex, our spouses, parents, children,
relatives, friends, associates, acquaintances, countrymen,
co-religionists, etc., all of whom are united with us by one
or another social tie. And such partiality expresses itself
frequently toward all in each of these classes as against
others, or toward certain individuals of most of these
classes as against other individuals of these classes; for
partiality is nothing less than the quality that feels and acts
toward some individuals and classes as distinct from other
individuals and classes, not from the standpoint of the
character worth of those concerned, but because of some
reason not connected with the character worth of the
pertinent person or class. Thus if we should as against the
character worth of an individual make him experience
untoward things in order chat favor may be shown to
someone else on account of the latter's appearance, birth,
education, rank, office, title, wealth, station, influence,
popularity, relation to us, etc., we would be showing
partiality. But it is along such lines that we more or less
allow partiality to mark our thoughts, feelings, words and
acts with respect to those toward whom our social
affections act. Partiality is almost exclusively exercised
along the lines of the objects of our social affections—
toward the opposite sex as such, our spouses, parents,
children, relations, friends, associates, acquaintances,
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countrymen, co-religionists, etc., as well as toward certain
ones as distinct from other ones in these classes.

These considerations better prepare us to understand and
appreciate the quality of impartiality. It may be defined as
the quality by which we think, feel, speak and act as to
others from the standpoint of their character deserts, and
not from the standpoint of other things, such as their
appearance, birth, education, rank, office, title, wealth,
station, influence, popularity, etc. Certainly God's thoughts,
feelings, words and acts toward others are not based upon
their appearance, birth, education, rank, office, title, wealth,
station, influence, popularity, etc. The following Scriptures
clearly show this: "He regardeth not persons, nor taketh
reward [bribes]" (Deut. 10: 17). "But the Lord said unto
Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of
his stature ...; for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man
looketh on the outward appearance” (1 Sam. 16: 7). "He
respecteth not any that are wise of heart" (Job 37: 24).
"God is no respecter of persons™ (Acts 10: 34). "There is no
respect of persons with God" (Rom. 2: 11). "God accepteth
no man's person” (Gal. 2: 6). "There is no respect of
persons [with God]" (Col. 3: 25). "The Father, who without
respect of persons judgeth” (1 Pet. 1: 17).

On the other hand the Scriptures teach that His varying
thoughts, feelings, words and acts as to others are entirely
dependent on their varying characters, in that He shows
favor to the good and disfavor to the evil, but in every case
acting in harmony with the principles underlying the case.
God's acting from principle and not from any other
consideration makes Him impartial as the following
Scriptures show: "Man looketh on the outward appearance;
but the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 16: 7). "Behold,
God is mighty, and despiseth not any"” (Job 36: 5). "God is
no respecter of persons; but in every nation he
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that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted
with Him" (Acts 10: 34, 35). "He will render to every man
according to his deeds" (Rom. 2: 6). "Knowing that
whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free" (Eph. 6:
8). "But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong
which he hath done™ (Col. 3: 25). "Call on the Father, who
without respect of persons judgeth according to every
man's work" (1 Pet. 1: 17). Thus these passages show that
God does not regard persons from the standpoint of their
external advantages, but from the standpoint of their
hearts—their characters.

God's impartiality does not mean that He treats
everybody alike; for He certainly does not so do. Nothing is
plainer, both from the standpoint of the Scriptures and
experience than that God does not treat everybody alike.
Neither in the realm of nature nor in the realm of Grace,
neither in the expressions of His justice nor in those of His
love, does He treat everybody alike. Indeed, superficial
thinkers, reasoning on the differences of treatment that
some receive from that which others receive from God,
deny His impartiality altogether. Among other things, the
doctrine of election and its practical operation are the
clearest of proofs that God does not treat all alike. But
superficial thinkers, quoting passages like this: "There is no
respect of persons with God," deny election. These people
err, not knowing the Scriptures nor the character of God as
Sovereign. While God is not a respecter of persons, He
certainly is a respecter of character (Acts 10: 34, 35; Rom.
2: 6; Eph. 6: 8; Col. 3: 25; 1 Pet. 1: 17). And God
accordingly is not partial when, upon the basis of character
differences in various people, He treats them differently,
favoring those who reverence Him and work righteousness,
and disfavoring those who are impious toward Him and
work unrighteousness. On the contrary, such varying
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attitudes and acts in God are an expression of impartiality,
because they prove that He variously regards people from
the standpoint of their varying relation toward proper
principles; for as we saw above, impartiality is the quality
by which we think, feel, speak and act as to others from the
standpoint of their character deserts, and not from the
standpoint of such things as their appearance, birth,
education, rank, office, title, wealth, station, influence,
popularity, sex, work, party, etc.

Nor do the facts that God deals so variously with those
whom He favors with elective blessings, and permits the
rest to fare so differently from one another under the curse,
prove that God is partial. The reason that He deals
differently with some from what He does with others of His
children is that their dispositions and attainments vary and
that some must have different experiences from others on
account of their character needs for their present and future
place in His plan; and this proves His impartiality toward,
great love for, and practical attitude to each of His children.
And the reason that there are differences among the
members of the world is in part that the Lord has permitted,
not wrought these differences, in that He has given up the
race under condemnation and deals no more with it on
covenant basis. It is also in part that different experiences
are needed by different characters in learning the lesson of
the exceeding sinfulness of sin. It is finally in part that in
the Age following this an adjustment of accounts will be
made in those cases wherein, if they had been made in this
life, the lesson of the exceeding sinfulness of sin would not
have been universally learned. Hence there is no partiality
in God in His varying acts toward His children and in His
permitting varying conditions and experiences to come to
the world under the curse. There is nothing in these two
courses in God that is arbitrary or against principle, or
flowing out of favoritism as
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against principle. Indeed, in and through it all God is
seeking in harmony with good principles the best interests
of each and all concerned, according to their character
deserts in relation to good principles. Certainly He who
gives the wisdom from above, which among other things is
without partiality, is, as the source of that wisdom,
impartial.—Jas. 3: 17.

If we examine God's acts we find that they are impartial.
His rewards have always been along the lines of character
fitness. His punishments have been along the lines of
character unfitness and have been impartial, both as to His
servants and non-servants. Notice how His rewards and
punishments toward His servants and non-servants have
been along lines of character expressions. The righteous
Noah and his family were saved in the flood period, while
the unrighteous world perished therein. Tested Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob were blessed with the covenant promises,
while their unfit relatives were passed by. Loyal Joseph
was honored with the ministry of delivering millions from
famine deaths, while his evil brethren were humiliated.
Faithful Moses and Aaron were honored with the
leadership of their people, and proud and rebellious Moses
and Aaron were punished with exclusion from the holy
land. Faithful Israel received the land in peaceful
inheritance; backsliding Israel was punished with various
oppressions and captivities, and penitent Israel was
reinstated in God's favor. Faithful David was prospered in
the kingdom, while disobedient David received condigned
punishment. Loyal Ruth and Rahab were incorporated into
Israel and into ancestralship of Christ, while apostates were
cast off from the commonwealth of Israel. Devoted
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were preserved in the
fiery furnace, while their tormentors perished thereat.
Uncompromising Daniel was preserved in the lions' den,
while his traducers perished therein. Dependable Elijah was
preserved amid the famine and rewarded with leading the
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nation back to the Divine service, while wicked Ahab

and Jezebel miserably perished. Kings and prophets, nobles
and plebeians, priests and people, in Israel, are in their
varying experiences so many proofs of God's impartiality.

God's sending His Son to become the Savior of all is a
remarkable expression of His impartiality. His selecting
some because of their possession of the faith quality, which
fits them for a trial for life now, and His rejecting others
from the election because their unbelief unfits them for a
present trial for life and His reserving them for a trial when
the faith quality which they lack will not be indispensable,
are very impressive evidences of God's impartiality—
proving that He is actuated by the pertinent one's character
fitness or unfitness and not by external considerations in
mankind in the bestowal of His favors. His selecting the
poor of this world, full of faith, as against the wise, the
mighty, the noble, and prudent, shows the same quality
(Jas. 2: 5; 1 Cor. 1: 26-29; Matt. 11: 25-27). God's rejecting
disobedient Israelites and selecting God-fearing Gentiles,
e.g., the scribes and Pharisees, etc., on the one hand, and
Cornelius, Titus, etc., on the other hand, evidence the
operation of the same quality. The same principle showed
itself in the period between the harvests in a multitude of
examples for both elective and non-elective individuals.
Remarkably did it show itself in the Parousia—the great,
the wise, the mighty, the rich being passed by and "the shirt
seller" given chief place, because, impartiality acting on
proper principle, God saw that this was best for all
concerned. Then, too, only the loyal of Christendom were
honored with the Harvest Truth, and the disloyal were
allowed to wander away into all sorts of vagaries. The
faithful He preserved in the Truth, while He permitted the
unfaithful to fall in the Harvest siftings, always restoring
the penitent on their repentance. The same principle is
working in the Epiphany: the rebellious being
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relegated to the Great Company, the utterly faithless
remanded to the second death, while the Faithful are kept
standing and are rewarded with the advancing light.
Always and everywhere is God proving that His thoughts,
feelings, words and acts as to others are based, not upon
respect of persons, but upon respect of character.

This thought certainly is comforting. For one thing, the
bulk of God's people do not have those things that man so
highly regards. Hence if God made these His criterion of
judging and dealing with us, the bulk of us would stand no
chance of blessing from, and dealing with Him in the
elective part of His plan. Moreover, this would give the
advantage to the least responsive and base it on the
accidental as distinct from the real worth. God's ways are
equal and therein may we have comfort. Do we lack earthly
beauty, strength, wealth, position, title, education,
popularity? Well, what of it? These do not commend us to
God, nor make Him favorable to us above others. His
attitude is expressed in these words: "To this man will |
look [show favor], even to him that is of a poor [humble]
and contrite [crushed for sin] spirit and trembleth [is
reverent] at My Word." This passage expresses both the
heart of impartiality and the substance of grace. Herein may
we rejoice and glory; for herein lies our hope for every
good gift and every perfect gift. We therefore praise our
God for His impartiality, mellowed by His grace; for herein
is our hope grounded, that if we approach Him with true
hearts through Jesus Christ, He will receive us, one and all,
impartially; and that if we abide in such a true heart's
attitude, He will impartially help us, one and all, to the very
best of which we are capable in the way of development for
our eternal inheritance.
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High in the Heavens, eternal God,
Thy goodness in full glory shines;

Thy Truth shall break through every cloud
That veils and darkens Thy designs.

Forever firm Thy justice stands,
As mountains their foundations keep;
Wise are the wonders of Thy hands,
Thy judgments are a mighty deep.

Thy providence is kind and large;

Both man and beast Thy bounty share;
The whole creation is Thy charge;

But saints are Thy peculiar care.

My God, how excellent Thy grace!
Whence all our hope and comfort springs;
Mid earthly woes we sweetly rest
Under the shadow of Thy wings.



CHAPTER VI.

THE TERTIARY GRACES OF GOD'S
CHARACTER.

THE NATURE AND NAMES OF THE TERTIARY GRACES. MEEKNESS.
ZEAL. MODERATION. MAGNANIMITY OR GOODNESS.
FAITHFULNESS.

WE HAVE come in our study to the tertiary graces of
God's character. This book began with a chapter entitled,
"The Existence of God." It proceeded with chapters on
God's attributes. Of these we first discussed fourteen of His
attributes of being; thereafter we began to discuss His
attributes of character, treating first of His four higher
primary attributes, then of fourteen of His lower primary at
tributes and finally of ten of His secondary attributes. There
remain yet for our study of God's character His tertiary
attributes, which we will now take up for discussion,
praying the Lord's blessing upon our study of the tertiary
attributes of God's character.

In the outstart of this study we are confronted by the
question, What is meant by the tertiary attributes or graces
of character? Properly to appreciate the answer to this
question we should first refresh our minds as to what is
meant by the primary and secondary attributes or graces of
character. As we have already learned, a primary attribute
or grace of character is one that is developed by the direct
action of one or two of the affection-organs; and a
secondary grace or attribute of character is one that is
developed by the primary graces laying hold of and
suppressing the efforts of the lower affection-organs to
control us. Several of the higher primary graces, e.g., piety,
brotherly love and charity, are the direct products of the
activity of several higher affection-organs. Thus, piety is
the direct product of conscientiousness and veneration;
brotherly love is the direct product of conscientiousness

283



284 God.

and benevolence; while charity Godward and Christward is
the direct product of appreciation and sympathy on the one
hand and of veneration on the other hand, and charity
manward is the direct product of appreciation and
sympathy on the one hand and of benevolence on the other
hand. The only affection-organs that operate in the
production of the higher primary graces are the higher
affection-organs. While several of the higher primary
graces are produced by the direct action of more than one
higher affection-organ, the lower primary graces are in
each case the product of but one lower primary affection-
organ. So, too, the secondary graces in each case are
limited to the effect of the suppression of each lower
affection’s efforts to control our motives, words and acts.

The tertiary graces result from the combination of higher
and lower primary graces and secondary graces. A higher
primary grace is never the direct product of a lower primary
affection-organ; nor is a lower primary grace the direct
product of a higher affection-organ; but whenever the
products—graces—of both of such organs combine with
one or more secondary graces, then the resultant grace is a
tertiary grace. E.g., meekness is a tertiary grace, and
exercised Godward it is a combination of the higher graces,
faith, self-control, patience, piety and charity on the one
hand, and of the secondary graces, humility, longsuffering
and forbearance on the other hand, along the line of a mild
submissiveness of heart and mind; for in the exercise of
meekness toward God the above eight graces blend with
the five higher primary graces in control of the three
secondary graces along the lines of mild submissiveness of
heart and mind, which is what the Bible means by
meekness. Manward, meekness is a combination of self-
control, patience, brotherly love and charity with the above-
mentioned three secondary graces in a mild
submissiveness.
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An examination of the other tertiary graces will show
such a combinative feature in each of them. The other six
tertiary graces are: zeal, moderation, magnanimity or
goodness, gentleness, joy and faithfulness. Zeal results
from a combination, first, of faith, hope, self-control,
patience, piety, brotherly love and charity (higher primary
graces), second, of combativeness, aggressiveness and
industriousness (lower primary graces) and, third, of
bravery, self-denial and liberality (secondary graces), along
the lines of ardent and active devotion to a cause.
Moderation results from a combination, first, of faith, hope,
self-control, patience, piety, brotherly love and charity
(higher primary graces), second, of tactfulness, restfulness,
thoughtfulness and friendliness (lower primary graces),
and, third, of humility, longsuffering and forbearance
(secondary graces), along the line of balance of mind and
heart. Magnanimity or goodness results from a
combination, first, of faith, hope, self-control, patience,
piety, brotherly love and charity (higher primary graces),
second, of agreeableness, peaceableness, and friendliness
(lower primary graces) and, third, of generosity,
longsuffering, forbearance, forgiveness and leniency
(secondary graces), in thought, motives, word and acts, in
favor of proper persons, principles and things. Gentleness is
a combination, first, of faith, hope, self-control, patience,
piety, brotherly love and charity (higher primary graces),
second, of agreeableness, friendliness, restfulness,
peacefulness and tactfulness (lower primary graces) and,
third, of generosity, longsuffering, forbearance, humility
and modesty (secondary graces), along the line of leniency
or mildness in manner of action. Joy results from the proper
activity of any single grace or of a combination of any two
or more or all of the graces along the lines of delight of
heart and mind. Faithfulness results from the activity of any
single grace or of a combination of any
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two or more or all of the graces along the lines of loyalty to
principles, persons or things.

The above descriptions and analyses of the seven
tertiary graces prove that they are a combination of higher
and lower primary graces and of secondary graces. It
because of their being compounded by certain features of
other graces that they are sometimes called compound
graces. Those who so call them speak of all the other graces
as simple graces. This method of classifying the graces is
fairly good; but not so good, we believe, as the method
used in our pertinent series of chapters; for the
classification of primary, secondary and tertiary, sets forth
their nature, originating organs, relations and functions,
while the other has respect to their ingredients only. We
trust that the preceding remarks on the three classes of
graces will help us, one and all, better to appreciate the
nature and function of each class, and thus better fit us to
understand and appreciate God's tertiary graces of
character. The first of these that we will discuss in this
chapter is God's meekness.

Meekness is a mild submissiveness of heart and mind. It
is not enough to define meekness as submissiveness; for
there are many expressions of submissiveness that are not
expressions of meekness. The convict who has in his
stubbornness been subdued by a severe chastisement into
submissiveness could hardly be called meek. The necessity
for his chastisement—nhis stubbornness—proves him not to
be meek. We could rightly speak of him as subdued, but
that very expression proves him not to be meek. There is,
therefore, more than mere submissiveness implied in
meekness. It implies that the submissiveness be one that
flows from mildness and must come from the heart and
mind. A truly meek person is always mild; and if one lacks
mildness he lacks an essential ingredient of meekness. The
mildness of meekness makes us refuse
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to ascribe meekness to all characters that must be subdued
by force or fear before they become submissive.

But the kind of mild submissiveness of which we treat
exercises itself in activities of both heart and mind. Its
activities of mind have as their essence docility—
teachableness—and its activities of heart have as their
essence leadableness—tractability. The unteachable are not
meek, nor are the intractable meek. To be meek one must
be both docile and leadable. But true meekness is not docile
and leadable as to everybody and everything. It is docile as
to truth and righteousness only, and leadable as to truth and
righteousness only. It refuses to be docile and leadable as to
error and unrighteousness. Hence, true meekness only then
exercises itself toward others when this is in harmony with
truth, righteousness and love. This accounts for meek
Christians refusing to exercise meekness toward those who
have sought to dissuade them from their loyalty to the
Lord, as during persecutions, time and again, efforts were
made to induce them to renounce the Lord, the truth and the
brethren. In such cases their meekness exercised itself, not
toward their persecutors, but toward the Lord, the truth and
the brethren, as was very proper.

Nor should we, as many do, confound meekness with
humility, which is a proper self-estimate, and hence in us is
lowliness of heart and mind. The reason for this mistake is
on the surface; for humility being one of the ingredients of
meekness, of course, wherever we have meekness we will
find humility. But we sometimes find humble persons who
are not meek; for there are some who have a proper, hence
a 